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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
MICHAEL ABRAMOWITZ, et al., 
 
 Plaintiffs, 
 
 v. 
 
KARI LAKE, et al. 
 
  Defendants. 
 

Civil Action No. 25-00887 (RCL) 

 
PATSY WIDAKUSWARA, et al. 
 
 Plaintiffs, 
 
 v. 
 
KARI LAKE, et al.  
 
  Defendants. 
 

Civil Action No. 25-1015 (RCL) 

 

DECLARATION OF CHRISTOPHER WALLACE 

I, Christopher Wallace, hereby make the following declaration pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746: 

1. I serve as Deputy Director of the Voice of America (VOA). I have served in this position since 
March 16, 2026.  
 

2. I base this declaration on knowledge and information I have gained in the course of performing 
my official duties. 
 

3. This declaration provides an update on VOA’s programming, staffing, and operational posture. 
In spring 2026, VOA began reviewing its legacy operating structure. USAGM’s Fiscal Year 2026 
Program Plan, submitted to Congress on July 1, 2026, and filed with this declaration, describes 
the Agency’s programming priorities and planned operational changes. In 2026, VOA expanded 
programming in several language services, resumed additional language programming, adopted 
new newsroom and digital operating practices, and began implementing broader modernization 
initiatives. Some elements of that strategy remain under development or implementation. 
 

4. In carrying out my responsibilities, I do not use or rely on the March 2025 Statutory Minimum 
Executive Summary Memo to make operational decisions and I have no plans to use that 
document in the future. Instead, VOA’s current operations are guided by direction from USAGM, 
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including the Program Plan and deliberations about programming and modernization consistent 
with VOA’s statutory responsibilities and Executive Order 14238. These decisions were made 
independent of the orders entered in the Abramowitz and Widakuswara cases. 
 

5. VOA’s operations at the beginning of 2026 were substantially more limited. At that time, Korean 
broadcasting had only recently resumed and consisted of a five-minute shortwave newscast aired 
three times daily, for a total of fifteen minutes per day, together with digital content. At that time, 
Kurdish broadcasting had not yet resumed. Journalists were being onboarded and the Agency 
planned to begin with digital content before adding radio and television. The return of Russian 
programming remained planned rather than operational. 
 

6. VOA currently offers programming in Persian, Mandarin, Korean, Dari and Pashto, Kurdish, 
Russian, and Ukrainian. Distribution varies by audience and includes combinations of television, 
radio and shortwave transmission, satellite, streaming, websites, social media, and other digital 
channels.  
 

7. Korean programming has expanded substantially. By early October 2026, VOA Korean was 
providing approximately 49 hours per week of radio-on-TV programming, thirty minutes of 
video podcasting a week, and extensive digital (24 hours a day) and social-media output. 
 

8. Kurdish programming has advanced from a planned service to an operating service. VOA now 
produces approximately five hours per week of Kurdish live television programming, along with 
digital content for eight hours a day, and in 2026 began live Kurdish-language television news 
in the Kurmanji and Sorani dialects.  
 

9. Persian programming has expanded as well. VOA Persian currently produces approximately 77 
hours per week of original television programming, forty minutes of video podcasting a week, 
and maintains continuous digital operations. During Operation Epic Fury, VOA Persian 
expanded original live television news from approximately four to eleven hours daily, and at 
times provided around-the-clock radio simulcast coverage into Iran. This experience 
demonstrated VOA’s ability to surge programming quickly in response to a major international 
event. 
 

10. VOA is also producing approximately one hour and fifteen minutes per week of Mandarin 
television and two hours and thirty minutes per week of Mandarin radio programming. In 
addition, VOA produces digital content for 15 hours a day on weekdays and eight hours a day on 
the weekend. 
 

11. VOA produces five hours per week of combined Afghan (Dari/Pashto) broadcasting and provides 
digital programming 24 hours a day.  

 
12. Russian programming has resumed and currently includes two hours and thirty minutes of 

television programming weekly. Ukrainian programming currently includes fifty minutes of 
television programming weekly. These services also provide digital programming, with Russian 
operating twelve hours per day, five days per week, and Ukrainian operating eight hours per day, 
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five days per week. The Russian and Ukrainian television schedules are increasing in phases, 
with further production goals projected for November 6, 2026. VOA is also in the process of 
hiring two personal services contractors to support the commencement of Tatar-language 
programming, which has not yet begun. 
 

13. In parallel with the expansion of individual language services, VOA has begun changing how its 
newsrooms operate. VOA has adopted a Digital Forward approach that treats digital distribution 
as a core means of reaching audiences rather than merely as a secondary outlet for broadcast 
content. Comparing September 2026 with September 2024, both website visits and social-media 
video views increased for four of seven tracked services: Pashto (69.3% and 40.2%, 
respectively), Persian (40.2% and 25.9%), Kurdish/Kurmanji (29.9% and 87.3%), and Korean 
(4.1% and 567.1%). VOA added approximately 1.13 million social-media followers, a 3.4% 
increase since March 15, 2025. Persian social-media videos received approximately 1.7 billion 
views in January–September 2026, about 150 million more than in the same period in 2024. VOA 
Persian’s newly launched podcasts received approximately 80,900 plays on Telegram during the 
first week of October 2026.  
 

14. VOA has established a centralized surge and global-expansion capability to respond when major 
geopolitical, national-security, humanitarian, or foreign-policy events create urgent information 
needs outside ordinary programming. VOA has positioned bilingual journalists with Spanish- 
and Africa-language capabilities within its News and Assignment Desk, where they contribute 
to VOA-wide reporting but can be redirected quickly to their respective language capabilities 
when events require. The surge model is designed to begin with rapid digital and social-media 
reporting and then scale, as appropriate, to radio, television, satellite, affiliate networks, and other 
distribution channels. 
 

15. VOA has also begun implementing shared newsgathering and production capabilities rather than 
requiring each language service to independently perform every step of reporting and production. 
VOA is introducing industry-standard tools and services for breaking-news detection, 
verification and acquisition of eyewitness video, professional news feeds, remote production, and 
multilingual translation and transcription. These capabilities are intended to shorten the time 
between an event occurring and verified VOA reporting reaching audiences across multiple 
languages and platforms. 
 

16. Personnel planning has also changed to support VOA’s expanded operating model. USAGM 
submitted a hiring plan to the Office of Personnel Management in July 2026 that identified 17 
planned positions for VOA, separate from positions planned for other USAGM components. 
These positions include programming and production leadership; News and Assignment Desk 
and Global Expansion Desk leadership; digital operations and editorial-standards roles; and 
journalists or editors supporting Mandarin, Persian, Pashto, Ukrainian, Vietnamese, Spanish, 
Amharic, and Tigrigna language capabilities. As of October 13, 2026, USAGM had returned 168 
employees from administrative leave to active duty. 
 

17. In summary, throughout 2026, VOA has expanded programming in restored language services, 
brought additional services into active operation, increased broadcast and digital output, adopted 
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a digital-forward operating model, established a centralized surge capability, and begun 
deploying shared newsgathering tools. VOA and USAGM continue to assess their needs and 
implement the USAGM 2026 Program Plan, and are not relying in any way on the March 2025 
Statutory Minimum Executive Summary Memo. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Dated: October 13, 2026 

Washington, District of Columbia 
______________________________ 
Christopher Wallace 
Deputy Director 
Voice of America 
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