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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

PATSY WIDAKUSWARA, et al., Case No. 25-cv-1015-RCL
Plaintiffs,
V-
KARI LAKE et al.,

Defendants.

MICHAEL ABRAMOWITZ et al., Case No. 25-cv-00887-RCL
Plaintiffs,
V-
KARI LAKE et al.,

Defendants.

NOTICE
Pursuant to the Court’s Order entered on September 26, 2025, see ECF 99, Abramowitz v.

Lake, No. 25-cv-00887—which ordered that the deposition of Mr. Wuco be filed on the public
docket subject to two redactions—Defendants respectfully submit the deposition of Mr. Wuco,

which is attached as Exhibit A.
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Dated: November 19, 2025 Respectfully submitted,

BRETT A. SHUMATE
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Division

ERIC J. HAMILTON
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Civil Division, Federal Programs Branch

/s/ Abigail Stout
Abigail Stout
(DC Bar No. 90009415)
U.S. Department of Justice
Civil Division
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530
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IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT

FOR THE DI STRI CT OF COLUMBI A

PATSY W DAKUSWARA, et
Plaintiffs,
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KARI LAKE, et al.,
Def endant s.

al .,

M CHAEL ABRAMOW TZ, et
Plaintiffs,
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KARI LAKE, et al.,
Def endant s.
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DATE:
Tl ME:
LOCATI ON:

REPORTED BY:
JOB NO. :

Page 2

VI DEOTAPED DEPOSI TI ON OF
FRANK WJCO
Thur sday, Septenber 18, 2025
9:11 a.m
Zucker man Spaeder LLP
2100 L Street Northwest, Suite 400
Washi ngton, D.C. 20037
Austin K. Wite
7583811

Veritext Lega Solutions

215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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APPEARANCES
ON BEHALF OF PLAI NTI FFS PATSY W DAKUSWARA, JESSI CA

JERREAT, KATHRYN NEEPER, AMERI CAN FEDERATI ON OF STATE,

COUNTY AND MUNI CI PAL EMPLOYEES, AMERI CAN FEDERATI ON OF

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES, AMERI CAN FOREI GN SERVI CE
ASSOCI ATI ON, AND THE NEWSGUI LD- CWA:
NI CK BOURLAND, ESQUI RE
Emery Celli Brinckerhoff Abady Ward & Maazel
One Rockefeller Plaza, 8th Fl oor
New York, NY 10020
nbour | and@cbawm com

(212) 763-5000

ON BEHALF OF PLAI NTI FFS PATSY W DAKUSWARA, JESSI CA
JERREAT, AND KATHRYN NEEPER:

DAVI D Z. SEI DE, ESQUI RE

Governnment Accountability Project

1612 K Street Northwest

Washi ngton, D.C. 20006

davi ds@wi st | ebl ower. org

(202) 457-0034

LLP

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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APPEARANCES((Cont'd)

ON BEHALF OF PLAI NTI FF AMERI CAN FEDERATI ON OF STATE,
COUNTY, AND MUNI Cl PAL EMPLOYEES, AFL-CI O

MATTHEW BLUM N, ESQUI RE

Ameri can Federation of State, County, and

Muni ci pal Enpl oyees, AFL-ClI O ( AFSCVE)

1625 L Street, Northwest

Washi ngton, D.C. 20036

mbl um n@af scne. org

(202) 775-5900

ON BEHALF OF PLAI NTI FFS M CHAEL ABRAMOW TZ AND ANTHONY
LABRUTCO:

MARGARET " PEGGY" DOTZEL, ESQUI RE

Zucker man Spaeder LLP

2100 L Street Northwest, Suite 400

Washi ngton, D.C. 20037

ndot zel @ ucker man. com

(202) 778-1800

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N

I N L T e
N PP O O 0 N O 0o B WO N +—» O

Case 1:25-cv-01015-RCL  Document 169 Filed 11/19/25 Page 8 of 331

Page 5

APPEARANCES (Cont'd)

ON BEHALF OF PLAI NTI FF REPORTERS W THOUT BORDERS:

TARYN C. W LGUS NULL, ESQUI RE
SANA SI NHA, ESQUI RE

Denocracy Defenders Fund

600 Pennsyl vani a Avenue Sout hwest, Suite 15180

Washi ngton, D.C. 20003

taryn@t at edenocracydef enders. org
sana@enocracydef enders. org

(301) 741-9316

(925) 523-8287

ON BEHALF OF DEFENDANTS:

ABI GAI L STOUT, ESQUI RE

SARMAD M KHQJASTEH, ESQUI RE

U.S. Departnment of Justice

950 Pennsyl vani a Avenue, Nort hwest
Washi ngton, D.C. 20530

abi gai |l . st out @usdoj . gov

sarmad. m khoj ast eh@sdoj . gov

(202) 514-2000

(202) 514-0486

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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APPEARANCES (Cont'd)

ON BEHALF OF U. S. AGENCY FOR GLOBAL MEDI A:

ALSO

ANNA KATHERI NE DRAKE, ESQUI RE

BRI AN M LLER, ESQUI RE (by vi deoconference)
U.S. Agency for Global Media

330 I ndependence Avenue, Sout hwest

Washi ngton, D.C. 20237

akdrake@sgam gov

brian.m || er@sagm gov

(202) 920-2000

PRESENT:
Ell en Hebert, Veritext Videographer

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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Page 8

PROCEEDI NGS

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: Okay, good norning.
We are going on the record at 9:11 a.m The date
today is Septenmber 17 [sic], 2025. Please note that
t he m crophones are sensitive and may pick up
whi spering and private conversations. Please nute
your phones at this tinme. Audio and video recording
will continue to take place unless all parties agree
to go off the record.

This is Media Unit No. 1 of the
vi deor ecorded deposition of Frank Wico, taken by
counsel for the plaintiffs in the matters of Patsy
W dakuswara, et al. vs. Kari Lake, et al., and M chael
Abranowitz, et al. vs. Kari Lake, et al. filed in the
United State District Court for the District of
Col unbi a, Case Nos. 25-cv-1015-RCL and
25-cv-00887-RCL. The location of the deposition is
Zucker man Spaeder, LLP, |located at 2100 L Street
Nort hwest, Washi ngton D. C

My nane is Ellen Hebert, representing
Veritext; | amthe videographer. The court reporter

is Austin White from Veritext.

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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Page 9

If there are any objections to
proceedi ng, please state themat the tine of your
appearance. Counsel and all present, including
renotely, will now state their appearances and
affiliations for the record, beginning with the
noticing attorney.

MR. BOURLAND: Good norning, M. Wico.
|"'m Ni ck Bourland, with Emery Celli; here for the
plaintiffs in the Wdakuswara case.

MR. BLUMN H, I'mMutt Blumn;, wth
the plaintiff, Anmerican Federation of State, County
and Muni ci pal Enpl oyees.

MR. WJUCO:  Good norni ng.

MS. DOTZEL: Good norning. |'m Peggy
Dot zel; |I'm from Zuckerman Spaeder, and | am counsel
for the Abranowitz Plaintiffs.

MR. WUCO:.  Good norni ng.

M5. WLGUS NULL: Taryn WIgus Null,
from Denocracy Defenders Fund; for Plaintiff,
Reporters Wt hout Borders.

MS. SINHA: Sana Si nha, Denocracy
Def enders Fund; for Plaintiff, Reporters Wthout

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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Page 10

Bor der s.

MS. STOUT: Abigail Stout, Departnent
of Justice; for Defendants.

MR. KHQJASTEH: Sar mad Khoj ast eh;
Departnment of Justice, for Defendants.

MS. DRAKE: Anna Kat herine Drake; from
U.S. Agency for G obal Media.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: W1l those attending
renotely identify thenselves for the record?

MR. M LLER: Brian MIller; for U.S.
Agency for d obal Media.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the court reporter please swear in
the w tness, and then Counsel may proceed.

THE REPORTER: Good norning. M nane
is Austin White, and I'mthe reporter assigned by
Veritext to take the record of these proceedi ngs.

| am a notary authorized to take
acknow edgenents and adm nister oaths in the District
of Col unbi a.

Additionally, absent an objection on

the record, the -- and before the witness is sworn,

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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Page 11

all parties understand and agree that any certified
transcript produced fromthe recording of this
pr oceedi ng:

- is intended for all uses permtted
under applicabl e procedural and
evidentiary rules and laws in the
sane manner as a deposition recorded
by stenographi c neans; and

- shall constitute witten stipulation
of such.

And hearing no objection, | wll now

swear in the wtness.

Pl ease raise your right hand.

VWHEREUPON,

FRANK WUCQ,
call ed as a witness and having been first duly sworn
totell the truth, the whole truth, and nothi ng but
the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

THE REPORTER: You may proceed.

EXAM NATI ON
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Al right. Good norning, M. Wilco.

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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A Mor ni ng.

Q Can you pl ease state your full name for the
record?

A Frank Edward Wico.

Q Al right. M nanme is Nick Borland; | am an
attorney for the plaintiffs in one of the two |awsuits
that this deposition was noticed for. You and | have
not met before today; right?

A Correct.

Q Okay. What is your current title at the
United States Agency for d obal Media, or USAGW?

A | am a senior advisor.
Q And where do you currently live? | don't
need an address, just state w |l do.

A Capitol Hill region.

Q Okay. So here in D.C ?

A Yes, sir.

Q Al right. 1'mgoing to go over the ground

rules. First, just for context, have you ever

taken -- or been deposed before?
A No.
Q Okay. Have you ever given sworn testinony

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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of any ki nd before?

A No.

Q Al right. So I'mjust going to give you
sonme basic ground rules for how today's going to work.
First off, you understand that you're under oath, just
l'i ke an oath you would take in court; right?

A Yes.

Q And you swore to tell the truth under a
penalty of perjury? You understand that; right?

A | do.

Q It's inportant today that unlike in a nornal
conversation, where we may shrug our shoul ders, or nod

our head, or say "uh-huh,” that we keep all verbals --

all answers verbal. So for exanmple, if | ask you a
yes or no question, and you forget to say, "yes," and
you just nod your head, I'lIl try to rem nd you; okay?
A Okay.
Q Great. |It's also inportant that we try to

mai ntain a clean record and make |ife easy for our
court reporter here today. That neans that we should
try to avoid crosstalk. It's sonething us |awers and

Wi tnesses are always guilty of doing. So we'll try to

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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keep it on top of m nd.

That means even if you think you know where
my question is going, please wait a beat until |I'm
done aski ng before you start your answer, because the
court reporter can only wite down one person's
testinmony or question at a tine. And likewise, | wll
do ny absolute best to wait until you' re done with
your answer. And of course, if | happen to cut you
off, please et nme know you weren't finished, and I"'l]|
give you a chance to finish your answer; okay?

A Okay.

Q Great. |If at any point today you do not
under stand a question, whether it's the context you
don't understand, you don't understand the words
com ng out of nmy nmouth, whatever it is, just please
let me know and I1'll do ny best to rephrase it. |If
you don't say that you don't understand, then | wll
assune that you do; okay?

A Okay.

Q Great. Throughout the day today, your
attorney, Ms. Stout, may object to questions. That's

a normal part of the process. W'I|l wait a beat for

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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her to get her objection on the record. And if --

unl ess she instructs you not to answer a question, you
can then go ahead and answer after the objection has
been stated; okay?

A Okay.

Q Great. |If at any point today you would |ike
to take a break, you don't have to give nme a reason;
you can take a break for -- whenever you want. | only
ask that if there's a question pending, you answer
t hat question before you take a break; okay?

A Okay.

Q Great. All right. Let's start with just
sone basics here. This deposition was noticed; right?
Did you receive a deposition notice to appear today?

A | did.

MR. BOURLAND: Okay. We can mark this
as Wico Exhibit 1. | think we're going with nunbers.

(Wico Exhibit 1 was marked for

identification.)

THE REPORTER: Did you say Wico 17

MR. BOURLAND: That woul d be great,
yeah. Thank you.

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N o g b~ w N P

N NN R R R R R R R R R R
N P O © O N O OO » W N B O

Case 1:25-cv-01015-RCL  Document 169 Filed 11/19/25 Page 19 of 331

Page 16

THE REPORTER: Here you are, sir.

THE W TNESS: Thank you.

THE REPORTER: You're wel cone.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Al right. So you've just been handed
what's been marked as Wico Exhibit 1. Do you
recogni ze this docunent?

A | do.

Q Al right. |Is that the deposition notice
you received in this case?

A Yes.

Q And you are appearing for this deposition
today pursuant to that Notice in these cases; correct?

A Correct.

Q And are you -- you'll notice at the top of
the Notice there is a caption for two different
| awsuits. Do you see that?

A | do.

Q And are you generally famliar with the
all egations in these |lawsuits, what these cases are
about, in other words?

A Yes.

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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Q Okay. What is your -- and |I'm not asking
you as a |awyer, just your general understanding as a
USAGM enmpl oyee of what these |awsuits are about?

M5. STOUT: Object to the extent that
your understandi ng cones from conversations that
you've had with your attorney, whether it be at USAGM
or the Departnent of Justice, then | would instruct
the witness not to answer. But if you have any
under st andi ng out si de of conversations that happened
with your attorneys then you nay answer.

THE W TNESS: The -- the |lawsuits
are -- are nmultifarious to the point that |I can't
provide a -- a concise answer.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Okay. Well, let nme ask it differently. And
"Il qualify with my question that | don't want
anything that -- any |egal advice or comunication for
t he purpose of |egal advice fromany |awer. Do you
have any general | ay-understanding of what these
| awsuits are about, even at a high |level?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And can you just briefly tell me what

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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t hat understanding is?

A Largely, grievances sought by forner
enpl oyees.

Q Regardi ng what, if you know?

A General reorgani zation of Voice of Anerica.

Q And Voice of Anerica is a broadcaster under
the unbrella of USAGM right?

MS. STOUT: Objection; |acks

f oundat i on.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q You can answer.

A Repeat the question, please?

Q You just referred to Voice of America. That

Is a federal broadcaster under the unbrella of USAGMU
is that right?
MS. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.
THE W TNESS: That's the general
under st andi ng.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Okay. When did you first |earn about these

two | awsuits that we're tal king about?

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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Q
Agency in

date, duri

Page 19

VWhen | canme on board USAGM

And when was that?

May of 2025.

Was it May 19, 20257

| believe so.

And did you have any involvenent with the
any sort of informal capacity before that
ng this adm nistration?

Yes.

How so?

| -- advising transition.

And who were you advi sing?

| don't recall.

Were you advi sing people at the Agency

No.

What office were these people working for

t hat you were advising?

MS. STOUT: Object to form | acks

f oundati on.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q

You can answer.

Veritext Lega Solutions

215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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A No office specified.

Q Okay. This, sort of, informal advising
role, which is what 1'"'mgoing to refer to what you
just told nme about, to be clear, when did that take
pl ace; during what tine period?

A Very briefly follow ng the election.

Q So sonetinme between Novenber of 2024 and
when you started in May of 2025; is that correct?

A More accurately, sonetine in Novenber.

Q Okay. So really shortly after the election
| ast year?

A Correct.

Q Ckay. And how did you end up in that, sort
of , informal advising role?

A My advi ce was sought.

Q By whont?

A Transiti on personnel.

Q And who specifically within these transition
per sonnel sought your advice?

A | don't recall.

Q Do you recall any of the people that you

advised in this capacity as an advisor for the

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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transition?
MS. STOQUT: Objection; asked and
answer ed.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q You can answer.
A Not hi ng nore than |I've al ready provided.
Q Okay. Do you know whet her any of the people
you advise in that capacity are now working for the
Agency?
MS. STOUT: (Objection; |acks
f oundat i on.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q You can answer.
A | don't know. | don't -- sonewhere in the
adm n. | have no i dea.

Q All right. So you're being represented by
an attorney today; right?

A | am

Q Okay. | just want to talk a little bit
about preparation. And before | get into this |line of
gquestioning, | just want to make super clear that |'m

not aski ng about the content of any conversations

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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you' ve had with your |l awers; okay? So the extent
t hat they prepared you and tal ked you through certain
things, | don't want to hear about that. |'mjust
aski ng about | ogistics basically; okay?

Did you do anything to prepare for today's
deposition, generally?

A General ly, yes.

Q What did you do to prepare for today?

M5. STOUT: And just for the record,
"Il object to the extent that this asks about
attorney-client conmmuni cations.
BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q Yeah. And ny qualification still applies to
this question; right? So just generally, what did you
do to prepare?

A Yeah, | would rather | eave that under the
attorney-client privilege.

Q You're not being instructed not to answer.
So |'mjust asking you about whether you prepared.
You said, "yes," and |I'm asking what you did to
pr epare.

A Procedural | y.

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N o g b~ w N P

N NN R R R R R R R R R R
N P O © O N O OO » W N B O

Case 1:25-cv-

01015-RCL Document 169 Filed 11/19/25 Page 26 of 331

> O >» O

Q
any of
meet ?

A

Q

A

bef ore.

Q

Page 23

How so?

The conduct of a deposition in general.
Okay. Did you neet with your counsel ?

| did.

And agai n, not asking about the content of

t hose conversations. How many tinmes did you
Tw ce.
And when were those neetings?

It woul d have been yesterday and the day

And approxi mately how long in total did you

spend preparing with your counsel for this deposition?

> O >» O » O >

Q

pr esent

| -- total tinme, approximtely six hours.
Were those neetings in person?

One was.

And what was the format of the other one?
Teans.

Okay. So a videoconference?

Correct.

Got it. Was anyone besi des your counsel

at either of those neetings?
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A No.
Q Anyone el se fromthe Agency?
A Nobody outsi de of |egal counsel.
Q Understood. Did you review any docunents in

preparation for today's deposition?

M5. STOUT: Object for the record. To
the extent that this would inplicate attorney-client
conmuni cations, | would instruct you not to answer.
But if it's just asking about the who, what, when,
why, where, you can answer.

THE W TNESS: Ckay. | nean, |'I
mai ntain the attorney-client privilege. I'mfamliar
with, you know, the docunents that appear to be in
your binder.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Okay. So you did review some underlying
docunent s?

A Well, | was a participant in drafting so |'m
famliar with the docunents.

Q Are you referring to your Declaration that
was submitted in this case?

A Correct.
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Page 25

So you did review your Declaration in

n for today's deposition?

No.

You did not?

| didn't need to.

Okay. So what docunents did you review?
Briefly, other declarations.

O her declarations that were submtted in

Correct.

Do you renmenber which ones?

There are just a handful. So two from Ms.
one from M. Soltani.

Okay. And just to nake sure we're talking
sanme people, Ms. Lake is who?

Ms. Lake is Kari Lake, the acting CEO of

And who's Ms. Sol tani ?

Ms. Soltani is the programm ng director of
of Anmeri ca.

Did you bring any docunents with you today?

No.
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Q Any not es?
A No.
Q Under -- other than the three declarations

we just tal ked about, the two from Ms. Lake, and the
one from M. Soltani, did you review any ot her
docunents in preparation for today's deposition?

A No.

Q Did you discuss your deposition today with
anyone ot her than counsel in those neetings?

A No.

Q And just to be clear, did you discuss your
deposition today with anyone el se at the Agency ot her
t han | egal counsel ?

A Only insofar as that | was having a
deposition today.

Q Ckay, fair enough. All right. Let's talk
a-- I"Il shift gears here. Let's talk alittle bit
about just your general background. Let's start with

your education. Did you finish college?

A | did.
Q Where was t hat?
A As a long tinme night-schooler, | cobbled
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together ny credits. | was in the Navy for 23 years,
so | attended coll ege courses wherever | could,
whenever | could. And | received a -- ny degree from
Excel sior College, at State University of New York
school system

Q And what kind of degree was that?

A Li beral studies.

Q Okay. You're smrking.

A Well, it becanme a matter of counting up
senmester hours and when deciding a major with ny
student counsel or, when he asked nme what | wanted to
maj or in, | said, "Well, |'ve taken so many coll ege
courses, | didn't know. Wich do | have the npst
ampunt of credits in?" And his reply was, "None,
really.” 1I'mlike, "Ckay. So what do we" -- so
i beral studies becanme ny -- ny mgjor. | was just
interested in everything so --

Q That's relatable. \When did you conplete
t hat degree; when did you graduate?

A August 19, twenty -- 2001, actually.

Q And did you -- have you ever gone to grad

school ?
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A No, | have not.
Q Okay. You said you were in the Navy for
| ong was that?
A Twenty-three years.
Q What was your rank when you fini shed your

time in the Navy?

how

A | was a Lieutenant Commander.

Q Did you receive an honorabl e di scharge?

A Yes.

Q Did you hold any jobs before you joined the
Navy?

A Yes.

Q What were those jobs, generally?

A Hi gh school | obs.

Q Okay. | won't go into those. During your

time in the Navy, did you exclusively work in the
Navy, or did you hold other enploynent as well?
A Exclusively in the Navy.
Q And where were you posted in the Navy?

A Everywhere. | was posted in the -- the

Philippines on a carrier battle group staff. So lots

of tinme in other Western Pacific and | ndi an Ocean
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ports. | was posted in London, England, at the Fleet
Intelligence Center. | was posted in San Di ego on

board the USS Fox, a guided m ssile cruiser, and at
SEAL Team 1, as the teamintelligence rep. That's
where | got comm ssioned; | was enlisted up until that
time.

| went to officer indoctrination school in
Pensacol a, Florida, then to Naval Air Station Agana,
Guam with Fleet Reconnai ssance Squadron 1 and 5. |
then went to Berlin, Germany, as the officer in charge
of the Navy Human -- Human Intelligence Detachnent in
Berlin. Then to Naples, Italy, as the officer in
charge of the Naval Human Intelligence Detachnent
t here.

Then | was posted to the US 6th Fleet staff
as a -- as an intelligence officer. From there, | was
at Joint Interagency Task Force East in Key West,
Florida -- as the -- the Intelligence Watch Chief in
the conmand center.

Then, | was -- | -- | was then changed. M
per manent change of station was to Special Operations

Command Central. Shortly after 9/11, | was the Deputy

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N o g b~ w N P

N NN R R R R R R R R R R
N P O © O N O OO » W N B O

Case 1:25-cv-01015-RCL  Document 169 Filed 11/19/25 Page 33 of 331

Page 30

Director of Intelligence for Operations at SOCCENT,
bet ween 2001 and 2004, in rnultiple deploynents. So
then, | retired.

Q Al right. 1Is it fair to say that you spent
nost of your time in the Navy working in intelligence?

A Al of ny tine.

Q Okay. Did you ever -- were any of your
responsibilities in the Navy in -- ever in public
relations or nedia?

A No.

Q Al right. Wat did you do after you
retired fromthe Navy?

A | mredi ately upon retirenment, | was --
becane a defense contractor; fairly comon. |

establ i shed and organi zed the Anal ytical Red Team at

Speci al Operations Conmand Central, N

|
e

| then was asked to go to US Central Command
to establish the Analytical Red Team there, which was

first at both places. And | was both the Deputy Chief
and the Chief of the Analytical Red Team at US Centr al
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Command for five or so years under four separate

CENTCOM conmmander s.

| also worked in the |G
N And

after that, | stepped off -- | stepped away from
contract support work, and went into business
devel opnent in defense contracting.

Q And when was that, that transition that you
just ended on there?

A 2010.

Q And just focusing on this period -- strike
t hat .

VWhen did you retire fromthe Navy again

bef ore you started the defense contract work; when was
t hat ?

A January 1st of 2004.

Q Okay. So in this period that you just
tal ked about, from 2004 to 2010, did you ever hold any

jobs in journalismor the nedia?

A Yes.
Q Tell me about those.
A Radi o, | ocal radio tal k show host.
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Q When was that?
A | don't recall the exact date | started, but
| stepped away in 2014, | believe.
Q Do you know approxi mately how many years you

did that?
A Approxi mately, five.
And what type of program was that?
Local AMtal k radi o, Tanpa Bay.
I n Tanpa Bay?

Yes, sir.

o >» O » O

Was there any sort of specific thene or
areas that you covered on that show?

A Yes -- yes.

Q Descri be that for ne.

A Two different progranms; the first, with --
with Sal em Conmuni cati ons. | was working with them
hel pi ng them devel op content for their national
broad -- programmers, national hosts. During the
course of the nmeeting, | pointed out that there didn't
seemto be a radio talk show format that focused on
nati onal security issues exclusively. And they asked

if I was interested in doing that, and two weeks | ater
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| was on the radio trying to figure out how to work a
m crophone.

Q And when you started then, was that your
first time working in any kind of broadcast nedia?

A Absol utely.

Q And what type of -- strike that.

VWhat was the format of that show?
A Be nore specific, please.
Q Sure. You said it was an AMtalk radio

show. How did that show work, generally? D d you

have callers call in? Tell nme alittle bit about how
it worked.

A Yes. Call -- there -- there were segnents
that were call-in segnents. The rest was primarily --

my content was focused then tal king about nati onal
security issues, terrorism and other current events
at the tine.

Q Was the content that you yourself were
creating, was that editorial content; is that how you
woul d describe it?

MS. STOUT: Objection; |ack of

f oundati on.
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BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q You can answer.

A | nsof ar as the content was ny own and |
spoke freely.

Q Sure. Did you work with any journalists in
that role?

A Except for an occasional interview of --
well, strike that. | may be conflating ny two

prograns. No.

Q Okay. Then let's tal k about the second
program | think we were just tal king about the first
one; right?

A Correct.

Q Okay. Well, starting from square one, tel
me about that second program and what it was.

A So | was hired by Crosstown Station, which
at the time was run by Cl ear Channel, now i Heart
Media, who -- they -- they had a -- a favorable view
of my Sal em program and -- and ny conduct of -- of
that program So they asked nme if | would cone over
and -- and work for them So | crossed town and --

and went to AM 970 WFLA.
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Q And was the format or style of that show any
different fromthe first one?
A Yes.
Q How so?
A It was broader in content.
Q So not just national security-focused; is

t hat accurate?

A Correct.

Q Okay. And did you work with journalists in
that role?

A Occasi onal ly.

Q I n what way? Just describe that for ne,
general ly?

A An exanple would be a defense mlitary
correspondent for the Tanpa Bay Tines. | would
i nterview hi moccasionally on ongoing topics of -- of
national interest.

Q Was there any -- at either of these
stations, was there any, sort of, in-house reporters
or newsroom that you worked w th?

A Yes.

Q Tell me about that.
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A Very standard radio studio |ayout with a
production booth in front, the broadcast booth behi nd.
Directly behind ne was the news traffic and weat her
team So insofar as during normal breaks, where we --
hard breaks, where we broke for -- for news, or
traffic, or weather, yeah, we were -- we were all in
t he same corridor together.

Q And when you were working on those radio
shows, did you oversee or assign any journalists on a
beat or to cover anything?

A No.

Q Have you yourself ever worked as a
journalist, used that title to describe your work?

A No.

Q And what was the nanme of the radio shows --
or what were the nanes of the radio shows that you
wer e tal king about?

A The first programw th Sal em Comruni cati ons
was cal |l ed, Need to Know with Frank Wico.

Q And the second one?

A More cl everly naned, the Frank Wico Radi o
Show.
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Q Al right. So ny understanding is you did
work for or at USAGM during the first Trunp
presidential adm nistration; is that correct?

M5. STOUT: Objection; |ack of
f oundat i on.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q s that right?

A Yes.

Q Okay. When did that start?

A To the best of ny recollection, June of
2020.

Q Okay. All right. So between -- | believe
you said that -- and correct ne if I"'mwong -- that

your talk radi o broadcasting was until around 2014; is

that right?

A Correct, with one caveat.
Q What's the caveat?
A | woul d occasionally co-host the Morning

Drive show for 970 WFLA, when one of the primary hosts
was either on leave or sick. So | was the primry
fill-in.

Q Okay. So you would sub-in sonetinmes after
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2014, but that wasn't a regular gig; is that correct?

A Correct.

Q Okay. So between 2014 and summer of 2020
when you started working at USAGM did you have any
ot her jobs?

A Well, yes, I -- | -- like | said, | worked
as a busi ness devel opnment capture manager for one
def ense contracting firm small business out of Tanpa,
Florida. And when | left that, | established a -- a
private consul tancy where | did, sort of, hired hand
busi ness devel opnent support to ot her conpanies,

i ncludi ng | arger ones such as Lockheed Martin --

Q What was that -- go ahead.

A No, pl ease.

Q What was that conpany call ed?

A Red M nd Solutions. Three words, Red M nd
Sol utions, LLC

Q Was that based in Florida?

A It was.

Q Okay. Did you hold any other roles in the
first Trunp adm nistration before you worked at USAGW?

A May | -- Interject sonmething pertaining to
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t he |l ast question?
Q If you want to clarify something in your
| ast answer, that's fine.
A Red M nd Sol utions also segued into a --
| -- | didn't start it; it was still Red M nd

Solutions. But |I'd started a new venture, which was
a -- a data mapping and anal ysi s conpany, adapting and

|l i censi ng data mappi ng software, sem -natural | anguage
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programm ng, and NLP software fromthe DOD side to the

civilian sector. So it was another part of Red M nds.

Q And that was under the sane conpany?

A Correct.

Q And when you said you adapted it to the
civilian sector, what -- where was it being used, if
you know?

A Well, it was a startup, so a consi derable
nunmber of nonths were spent devel opi ng rel ati onshi ps
with investors and devel opi ng our -- our team our
engi neering team On the business devel opnent side,
we eventually landed in the healthcare space
processing nultiple and di sparate Medi care Advant age

clainms across nultiple, you know, interventionists,
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heal t hcare conpanies, things |ike that for -- for
m dsi ze, small-size independent physicians
associ ati ons.
Q Was this data managenent anal ysis program or

tool, was that sonething that you ever contracted with
anyone in nedia for?

A No.

Q Okay. All right. So I'll go back to ny --
the last topic | was getting into, which is whether
you held any other positions in the first Trunp

presidential adm nistration before you started at

USAGW?
A Yes.
Q What was the first one?

A Whi t e House Seni or Advisor to the Departnent
of Homel and Security.

Q And how did you end up in that role?

A | -- I was called by transition after ny
nane had cone up as a -- a type -- a type with
nati onal security experience and -- and you know,

nmedi a experience, private sector experience, things

like that. And as they were setting up this profile
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for the type of person they were | ooking for, sonebody
said they knew a guy, and -- and that was ne.

Q And just generally, what were your
responsibilities in that role?

A | was the, what they called the beachhead
team | ead, which was the -- the lead for the Political
Appoi ntee Workforce integrating into the departnent.
So one of ny responsibilities was to ensure that our
appoi ntee staff understood the departnent, understood
where they were being assigned, understood what their
roles and responsibilities would be, their
interactions with the career workforce, as well as
advising the White House on DHS -- just, sort of,
daily operations internally. Staff operations; not
| aw enf orcenent operati ons.

Q And how | ong did you have that role?

A That role lasted for about a year, slightly
less. And it was, you know, a |ot of the functions of
those roles give way to the political staff being
integrated into the departnent and, you know, there's
just not a whole |ot of need for the -- the

I ntegration supervision.
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So while | was doing that job, | was asked
to step into the role of the Director of the Executive
Order Taskforce at DHS.

Q So you noved into another role at DHS?

A | did both jobs sinultaneously until the
Whi t e House seni or advisor positions were gradually
di ssol ved.

Q Did you have any other roles in the
gover nnment between that one and starting at USAGM in

sumer 20207

A | did work in the Ofice of Policy, Strategy
and Policy at -- at DHS for a tinme. And then |I went
to State Departnent on a six-nonth detail in the Arns

Control Bureau, where | worked m ssile defense issues.

Q Did you have any experience in arnms control
before you started that role?

A In m ssile defense.

Q So you had experience in mssile defense; is
t hat what you nean?

A Correct.

Q Okay. And were you in that position at
State until you started at USAGW
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A Nope. | was in that position for six
nonths. And six nonths after that finished, | started
at USAGM

Q Ckay. And how did you end up there

A At State?

Q At USAGW?

A USAGM oh. As the confirmation of the CEO
at the time, Mchael Pack, cane to be, they were
| ooking for people to cone into the Agency; ne
specifically for organizational and | eadership skills
and -- and experience to help run the organi zation.

Q And who appointed you to that role?

MS. STOUT: Objection; |acks
f oundat i on.
THE W TNESS: The CEO.
BY MR, BOURLAND:
Q Was that M. Pack?

A Yes.
Q What were your responsibilities in that role
at USAGW?

A As the Vice President for Strategy,

Operations, and Research, it was -- | describe it as
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a -- a nelange of CSO and COO. So it was the daily --
t he day-to-day operations of the Agency, as well as
t he broadcast organizations. So to include Voice of
Anmerica, the O fice of Cuba Broadcasting, and the
grantee organi zations as well. So budget, finance,
personnel, security, which was a -- an absol ute
ni ght mare when | arrived, by the way, as were other
el ements of -- of the Agency on the whol e.

Q Who did you report to directly in that role?
M. Pack.
And who reported to you, if anyone?
Oh, yeah.
Titles; not nanes, | should say.

Yep.

o >» O » O >

Let's start with that.

A Al'l network and grantee heads, the Director
of the Ofice of Managenent Services, security,
finance, contracting. It seenms like I mght be
forgetting one, maybe two, but virtually, the entire
agency and all of its operations were under ny day --
day-t o- day managenent.

Q And how long did you remain in that role?
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A Until | ate-Decenber, early-January of 2020,
2021.
Q So it was |l ess than one year; is that right?

|"mgetting that right?

A Yes.

Q Okay. During your time at the Agency at
USAGM during the first Trunp presidential
adm ni stration, did you participate in any attenpts to
downsi ze the Agency?

MS. STOUT: (Objection; vague and | acks

f oundat i on.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q You can answer.
A No.
Q To your know edge, were there any such

attenpts during the first Trunp adm nistration?
M5. STOQUT: Object to form vague, and
| acks foundati on.
THE W TNESS: No.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Agai n, focusing on your first stint at

USAGM during the first adm nistration, did you
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participate in any attenpts to renove any | anguage
services from VOA's broadcasting?
M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.
THE W TNESS: And pl ease repeat the
guesti on.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Sure. During the first Trunp
adm ni stration, when you were at USAGM for |ess than a
year, did you personally participate in any efforts to
renove any | anguage services from VOAs broadcasti ng?
MS. STOQUT: Sane objection.
THE W TNESS: No.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Agai n, focusing on the first Trunp
adm ni stration, during your tine there, did you
personal |y participate in any attenpts to stop Voice
of Anmerica from broadcasting to any countries that it
had been broadcasting to?
M5. STOUT: Object to form vague, and
| acks foundati on.

THE W TNESS: No.
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BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q What about any attenpts to downsize the
nunmber of full-tinme enpl oyees? Did you participate in
anything like that in your first tinme there?

M5. STOUT: (Object to form vague, and
| acks foundati on.

THE W TNESS: No.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q In your role -- well, it was also a senior
advisor title; is that right, during the first
adm ni stration?

A No.

Q VWhat was it, actually? | think I --

A Vice President of Strategy, Operations, and
Resear ch

Q So in this vice president role during the
first Trunp admi nistration, did you in that rol e have
any control over the newsroom or the actual content of
VOA broadcasting?

M5. STOUT: Objection; vague and | acks
f oundat i on.

I
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BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q You can answer.
A No.
Q Did you interface with anyone in the VOA
newsroomin that role?
MS. STOUT: Obj ecti on; | acks

f oundati on.

THE W TNESS: No, with the caveat that

| -- Interacted with the acting director.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q The acting director of VOA?

A Correct.

Q And when you interacted with the acting
di rector of VOA, did you discuss VOA broadcasting
content ?

MS. STOUT: Objection; vague as to

cont ent.

BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q I f you understand --
A Yeah, if you -- if you can be nore clear?
Q Sure. Did you discuss the subject matter

what VOA was reporting on?

of
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A Occasionally, in past tense, if they briefed
us on a project they were working on or sonmething |ike
that, but no -- otherw se, no.

Q Did you ever, for exanple, direct the acting
director to cover or not cover a certain topic?

A No.

Q During the first Trunmp adm ni strati on,
again, during your tinme in this VP role at USAGM were
you ever involved in any discussions about bringing
private third-party news nedia content in to VOA?

MS. STOUT: Obj ection; | acks foundation
and vague.

THE W TNESS: No.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Were you ever involved in any discussion
about bringing in or rebroadcasting content from OAN
or Newsmax?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.
THE W TNESS: No.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Al right. D d you work anywhere before
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rej oining USAGM i n the second Trunp adm ni stration?

A Yes.

Q Just briefly walk me through the other jobs
you hel d then.

A It was just -- just one job. It was a
private sector position during --

Q What was -- go ahead.

A Six nonths. It was a -- a biochem ca
conpany.

Q What was your position there?

A Busi ness devel opnent director.

Q Anyt hing media or journalismrelated at that
j ob?

A No.

Q All right. Let's talk a bit about your role
now, generally, and then we can take a break.
MR. BLUM N. Do you want to take a
qui ck break before we start?
MR. BOURLAND: You want to take one
now?
MR. BLUMN. It's just going to be a

| ong stretch of tine.
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MR. BOURLAND: Yeah, let's do it.
Yeah. We've been going for about an hour; right?

MS. STOUT: Al npst.

MR. BOURLAND: Okay.

MR. BLUM N: Okay.

THE REPORTER: It is 10:02 a.m, and
we're going off the record.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: This marks the end
of media unit No. 1. Going off the record. The tinme
s 10:02 a. m

(OFf the record.)

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: This marks the
begi nning of nmedia unit No. 2. Going back on the
record. The tinme is 10:17 a. m
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Al right. W're back on the record after a
short break. Before | turn to another topic, | just
want to circle back to one thing that we had di scussed
earlier in the deposition. W talked a bit about how
you had advised -- you had served in sone sort of
advisory role | ast Novenber during the transition.

You renmenber that testinony?
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A | do.

Q | don't think I asked you what --

A If 1 may?

Q Pl ease, yes.

A It wasn't an advisory role.

Q Ckay

A It was -- | -- | didn't have a role in
transition.

Q Fair enough. You were serving in sonme sort

of informal capacity; is that a fair way to describe
it?

A Very much so, yes.

Q Ckay. We briefly touched on that subject,
but | don't believe | asked you what you were advi sing
the transition on, generally, what subject matter; can
you pl ease tell nme?

MS. STOUT: Objection; |acks
f oundat i on.

MR. BOURLAND: Go ahead.

THE W TNESS: Yeah, too -- too general
to -- to, you know, discuss or detail.

I
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BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Okay. Well, let nme be nore specific. Wat
was the purpose of your advising the transition on
matters related to USAGW?

MS. STOUT: (Objection; calls for
specul ati on.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q You can answer.

A Just focus on correcting sone of the
| ongst andi ng probl ens at USAGM

Q And what | ongstanding problens are you
referring to?

A Contracting abuse, abuse of US imm gration
and Visa prograns. As a professional intelligence
officer, a security failure that was one that | had
never encountered in all ny years in the intelligence
community, as -- also during that tine, as a security
manager and a special security manager. Not only had
| never wi tnessed sonething as egregi ous as the
| ongst andi ng security failure at USAGM | could never
have i magi ned the | evel of m smanagenent, wl | ful

m smanagenent, that occurred.
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| was asked to correct that situation.

It -- it is -- it's one of the worst national security
failures that -- that |1've ever heard of. It

persi sted over a ten-year period. Through eight

I nvestigations, four each, by the Ofice of the
Director of National Intelligence as well as the

O fice of Personnel Managenent, ODNI revoked the

del egated authority for USAGM to grant security

cl earances. It was the first tinme in DNI'S existence
t hat they had ever done that.

The O fice of Personnel Managenent,

i kewi se, revoked USAGM s del egated authority to grant
suitability determ nations. This was based on a
nunmber of -- the majority of -- of deficiencies that
Agency | eadership refused to correct.

Anmong those, using notional or falsified
soci al security nunmbers on security and fingerprint
forms, largely due to the fact that the subjects were
foreign nationals brought in on J-1 Visas;
fingerprints taken on paper fornms and never submtted
to the FBI for national agency checks or even

prelimnary or precursory background investigations;
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falsified information on -- on other security
docunents, essentially, giving people who had not been
t hrough proper security background investigations and
foll ow-on adjudi cati on processes.

l"m-- 1"mnot wearing ny badge right now,
but they were printing badges for them and giving them
access to federal facilities. Bear in mnd that
USAGM every position devel oped by human resources is
security coded at the tier 3 level mninmunm tier 3 or
tier 5.

Tier 3 is the facilities and information
systenms access level that is commensurate with secret
i nformation, spillage or divulgence of which wll
cause grave damage to US national security. Tier 5 is
the equivalent to the top secret. Everybody who was
t here, out of 4,000-ish enployees, 1400 were present
at the Agency for years without valid security
credenti al s.

Again, not -- if sonebody had told nme about
this in a fictional setting, a book they read or
sonething, | would ve told themto put the book down;

nothing |like that would ever happen. It -- it -- so
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that's just one thing.

Contract abuses; | can go on and on about
far violations, contracting abuses, budgetary abuses,
| ack of oversight and accountability for mllions of
dol l ars of high value television and radi o production
equi pnent. It's -- it -- it really runs the ganut of
how poorly managed that agency was.

Q And these were topics that you were advising
the transition on? That was ny original question, so
I's what your testinony is?

A The -- the general --

M5. STOUT: Objection; mscharacterizes
t he question was asked, which just was, "What are the
| ongst andi ng problens at the Agency?"

MR. BOURLAND: Ri ght - -

THE WTNESS: In -- in nuch | ess detai
than |'ve even outlined for you here.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Okay. During the tine that you were
advising the transition, did you advise on the subject
of downsi zing the Agency?

A No.
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Q All right. You're currently working for

USAGW?
A Yes.
Q And | believe you testified earlier that you

started in May 2025; right?
A Correct.
Q Al right. Let's show you what we'll nark
as Wico Exhibit --
MR. BOURLAND: We're only at 2; right?

| got B.

MR. BLUM N:. Yes, although I left the
tabs in the other room |I'mrealizing.

MR. BOURLAND: Let's grab it real
qui ck.

MR. BLUMN:. Is it okay? W can stay
on the record. 1'Il be right back.

MR. BOURLAND: Yeah, we don't have to
go off the record. W'IIl just take a nonent of

reflection.

Great. Okay. W're going to mark this
as Wico 2.
/1
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(Wico Exhibit 2 was marked for
identification.)
THE REPORTER: Here you go, sir.
THE W TNESS: Thank you.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Al right, M. Wco, you've just been handed
a docunment that we're going to refer to today as Wico

Exhi bit 2. Have you seen this docunent before?

A Yes.

Q What is it?

A A declaration witten by ne.

Q And is that declaration that you wote
for -- to be submtted in this lawsuit?

A Yes.

Q And on the -- it's a six-page docunent;
ri ght?

A Yes.

Q And did you digitally sign it there at the

A Yes.
Q And you made this declaration under penalty

of perjury; is that correct?
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A Yes.

Q And is the content of this declaration
truthful and accurate to the best of your know edge?

A Absol utely.

Q Great. All right. So it says here in
paragraph 1 of your declaration that you "began
serving in the role of senior advisor at USAGM on My

19, 2025"; you see that?

A | do.

Q Is that correct?

A Yes.

Q Did you serve in any other roles at USAGMV

prior to that date, during this second Trunp
adm ni stration?

A No.

Q Si nce May 19, 2025, have you held any ot her
titles at USAGW?

A No.

Q So sitting here today, you're still in that
role as senior advisor; is that accurate?

A Correct.

Q Okay. Who appointed you to that position?
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M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks

f oundati on.

BY MR, BOURLAND:

I f you know.

| was invited to join the Agency by Ms.

That's Kari Lake?
Correct.

Okay. And at the time that she invited you

to join the Agency, do you know what her title was?

A

Q
A

Q

title?

> O >» O >

Q

Yes.
VWhat was that at that tinme?
Seni or advi sor.

Do you know if Ms. Lake still has that

Yes, | know.

Okay. What's the answer?
That's not her title anynore.
VWhat is it now?

Acting Chief Executive Oficer.

Has she held any other titles since you

j oi ned USAGW?
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Yes.

VWhi ch?

> O >

Acting Deputy Chief Executive Oficer.

Q When did Ms. Lake ask you to join the
Agency?

A Early May.

Q So sonetinme in the weeks before you started;
I's that accurate?

A Yes.

Q Bet ween the tinme when you were advising the
Agency in sone sort of informal capacity in Novenber
of last year and your appointnent to this role in My
2025, did you ever advise anyone at the Agency
I ncluding Ms. Lake on an informal basis?

A No.

Q Did you ever have any conversations with Ms.
Lake about USAGM at any point in 2025 before she

approached you to rejoin the Agency?

A No.

Q Same question, but for anyone el se --
A Let me -- let ne correct that.

Q Pl ease.
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A Sorry.
Q Yes.
A There was a brief conversation on the

security situation that was a, kind of, a fact

findi ng, you know, five-m nute discussion on -- on
security.
Q And when you're referring to a security

situation, you nean the personnel and, sort of,
background check issues that you described earlier?
A What | just detailed --
Q Let me finish ny question, just for the
record. You're referring to the security and
per sonnel background check issues that you had
descri bed earlier today; is that right?
M5. STOUT: Object to form
m scharacteri zes the testinony.
You can answer.
THE W TNESS: Yes.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Did there cone a tinme in twenty -- the
conversation you just described, the brief one about

personnel security issues, when did that take place?
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A | don't recall.

Q Was it this year?

A | don't recall.

Q But sonetine after Ms. Lake joined USAGM is
that right?

MS. STOUT: Objection; asked and

answer ed.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q I f you know.
A Yes.
Q Did there cone a tine earlier this year

before you rejoined the Agency that VOA stopped nost
of its broadcasting; are you aware of that happeni ng?
MS. STOUT: (Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.
THE WTNESS: | -- | have no know edge
of events before | arrived.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Before you arrived at -- were you foll ow ng
devel opnents at the USAGM in the press at all?
A Yes.

Q And had you read anything in the press about
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changes in VOA' s broadcasting in March?

A That, yes, in the press. Yeah.

Q So you did have sone know edge about what
was happeni ng at USAGM before you joined; is that

fair?

A But | wasn't involved in any of those
actions.

Q Let's talk about your role as a senior
advi sor at the Agency now. | understand that position

can nean a lot of different things so let's start high
| evel . What do you do as senior advisor?

A Very much what | did when | was at the
Agency during the first Trunp adm nistration.

Q And again, | -- | don't want to m sstate
anything, so correct ne if |I'mwong; okay? But just
based on what | heard your -- you testify about
earlier, is it fair to sunmari ze that as a, sort of,

i ai son between the top | eadership at the Agency and
depart nent heads? Again, |'musing, sort of, infornal
tal k here, but --

A Maybe you can rephrase that.

Q Sure. Well, here. You told ne what you did
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before; why don't you tell me what you're doing now
and describe it for me first, and then I'll foll ow up.

A Day-t o-day nmanagenent of the -- the primary
adm ni strative and -- and manageri al and operati onal
functions of the Agency.

Q And who reports to you?

MS. STOUT: Objection; |ack of

f oundat i on.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Let nme take a step back. Does anyone report
to you at the Agency?

A Yes.

Q Who?

A The Director of the Ofice of Managenment
Services, the acting director, the Director of the

Technol ogy Services Division, the CIO.  And those

are -- those are people who directly report to ne
and/ or, you know, coordinate their -- their activities
with ne.

Q Wuld it be fair to describe those
departnments generally as the adm nistrative side of

t he Agency?
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A The managenent and operations side; not
necessarily just admnistrative. | also -- | would
add to that the directors, the -- the programm ng

manager of VOA and the director, acting director of

the O fice of Cuba Broadcasti ng.

Q They al so report to you?

A For resource -- resource nmanagenment issues.
Q What are resource nmanagenent issues?

A Material itenms required for broadcasting.

Q Does that include personnel?

A Yes.

Q So if VOA needs nore staff for broadcasting,

they talk to you?

MS. STOUT: (Objection; |ack of
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Yes.
BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q And if -- strike that.
And what role do you play in those resource

managenent decisions with respect to personnel ?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | ack of

f oundati on.
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THE W TNESS: Del egation to and
coordination with the managers within the organi zati on
who affect those actions.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q What does that nean? Can you provide an
exanpl e?

A What does --

Q What you just descri bed?

A -- what specifically mean?

Q So | don't understand what that nmeans. |If
you could explain to nme an exanple of that happening

at the Agency; your | ast answer?

A | f personnel actions are required, such as
a -- a PSC hire, those are brought to ne. And then
wll direct action down to the appropriate el enents

within the staff.
Q And just for the record, when you're

referring to PSC, what are you referring to?

A Personal services contractors.
Q So that's outside contractors; not full-tine
enpl oyees. |s that accurate?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
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f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: That's what PSCs are,
yes.
BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q So you're involved in the process of
sourcing or hiring PSCs if they're needed for
broadcasting; is that accurate?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundati on?

THE WTNESS: No, it's not accurate.
BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q Okay. How is that not accurate?

A " m not involved in the process, other than
to direct our -- our appropriate Agency elenents to
fulfill the resources required by our broadcasters.

Q So your role is --

A l"m-- |I"mnot the person who does it.

Q Okay. So your role is to approve or

di sapprove those requests; is that accurate?
M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
foundation, m scharacterizes the testinony.

I
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BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q You can answer.
A Repeat the question, please?
Q Sure. |Is your role to approve or di sapprove

requests for additional PSCs, for exanple?
M5. STOUT: Sane objection.
THE W TNESS: Yes, with the caveat that
|' ve not di sapproved any requests made.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Okay. Do you have any involvenent in
personnel decisions with respect to full-tinme
enpl oyees?
A Yes.
Q Descri be that for ne.
A Descri be what part of it?
Q Your invol venment.
A Okay. Simlar to directing action to bring
PSCs on board, commensurate with requirenments to
broadcast, | may direct that full-tinme enployees, for
i nstance, who are on adm n | eave be brought back to
active status.

Q And those enpl oyees include journalists?
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A Yes.

Q They al so include what | would call
technical staff, so broadcast technicians, for
exanpl e?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
foundati on, and vague.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q You can answer.
A Yes.
Q When you -- and you have to rem nd ne so |

get this right. When you said sonmeone who's in charge

of VOA progranm ng reports to you, can you rem nd ne

who that title -- the person's title was again?
A Repeat the question again?
Q Sure. You testified earlier that someone

who was in charge of VOA progranm ng reports to you.
| believe that's what you had testified. O course,
correct nme if I'"'mwong. Can you rem nd nme what that
title was again, the person who reports to you?

A Progranm ng director.

Q Okay. And who is that?

A Ms. Leili Soltani.
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Q So Ms. Soltani reports to you; correct?

A Well, she is a direct report to Ms. Lake,
but via me via del egated responsibilities.

Q And when you say via del egat ed
responsi bilities, you nmean responsibilities del egated
from Lake to you; is that right?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Responsibilities that
woul d be part of the normal portfolio of day-to-day
oper ati ons.

BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q Okay. Ms. Lake is acting deputy CEOQ right?
Strike that.

s acting CEQ, correct?

A Correct.

Q Okay. And when you say that you have
del egated responsibilities, do you nean
responsibilities that were del egated from her as
acting CEO to you?

A No, just nore along the |lines of assigned

responsi bilities.
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Q Okay. Well, just to be really clear then,
when you're referring to assigned responsibilities, do
you nean responsibilities assigned to you from Ms.
Lake as acting CEO?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.
BY MR, BOURLAND:
Q You can answer.
A As -- as would be the case in any

or gani zati on.

Q s that yes, the answer, yes?
A Yes.
Q Ckay. Does anyone el se report to you other

than the titles that you listed before? Just want to
make sure |'m not m ssing anyone. | don't think
t here's anyone m ssing.

A | think 1've covered them all

Q Ckay. Beyond interfacing with Ms. Soltani
regardi ng resource issues or whatever the phrasing was
you had used -- |'m paraphrasing -- do you -- does M.
Sol tani report to you regardi ng any other subject

matter?
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A Not hi ng outside of the -- the conduct of
br oadcast operations.
Q And just so | understand what you nean by

t hat, when you say conduct broadcasting operations,
what are you referring to generally?

A Just the -- the holistic requirenents of --
of putting content on the air and broadcasti ng.

Q What does that nean, other than the
resources side, if anything?

A VWhat does -- what does what nean?

Q This holistic putting content on the air,
what you just referred to. I'mtrying to understand
how you' re invol ved, other than resources, if at all.

A Not at all, other than -- other than making
sure they have the people they need, nmaking sure they
have the technical resources and capabilities
required. That's -- that's ny -- that's ny function.

Q What about the content that they're
br oadcasting; does she report to you regarding that?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
foundati on, and vague.

THE W TNESS: No.
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BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Turni ng back to your declaration that is
Wico Exhibit 2, which | believe you still have in

front of you, who wote this declaration?
| did.

Did you wite it by yourself?
No.

Who el se wote any of it, if anyone?

> O >» O >

The -- they're --

M5. STOUT: Objection.

THE W TNESS: Yep.

M5. STOUT: To the extent any of your
answer calls for or relies on any conmuni cations t hat
you had with attorneys or any advice that you received
by attorneys, whether within the Agency or in the
Departnment of Justice, | would instruct you not to
answer. But to the extent it doesn't inplicate these
conversations, you may answer.

THE WTNESS: | consulted with our
techni cal experts for sonme of -- for the technical
content, whether it was technol ogy, actual technol ogy,

or whether it were -- was, sort of, resources required
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for content devel opment and -- and progranm ng.
BY MR, BOURLAND:
Q You just finished with "and progranmm ng"; is

t hat sonmeone el se you consulted with separate fromthe
techni cal fol ks?

A No -- no. They -- they're two -- I'ma firm
believer in chain of command. So there are two
i ndividuals within, for instance, VOA that | would
consult with for that type of information. And -- and
It's Ms. Soltani and our -- the -- the technical
manager as wel | .

Q Do you know whet her Ms. Lake reviewed your
decl aration before it was submtted?

A Yes.

Q Did she?

A Yes.

Q Did you speak with her about it?

A Not hi ng other than a technical review, as --
as part of normal front office procedure, executive
secretarial -type procedures. Generally, anything that
| eaves the Agency is -- is reviewed by a teamfor --

it could be anything fromgranmar to technical
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cont ent .

Q Did she give you any -- beyond granmar or
techni cal feedback like that, did she give you any
notes or edits or comments?

A No.

Q And agai n, not asking about |egal counsel;
did anyone else review this declaration before it was
filed?

A Agai n, pl ease?

Q Sure. Setting aside |egal counsel, did
anyone el se review this declaration before it was

filed and after you wote it?

A In part, yes.
Q And who was that?
A Sane i ndividual as | discussed before.

So that's technical fol ks who were bel ow you
in the, sort of, chain of command and Ms. Lake; is
that right?

MS. STOUT: (Objection; mscharacterizes
the testinony.
BY MR, BOURLAND:
Q |"masking if that's right.
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No, that's not right.

Okay.

What you said is not right.
Tell me what is right; okay?

> O >» O >

Yeah. For the review I'mtal king about, it
woul d' ve been the two individuals | nanmed before, one
of whomis Ms. Soltani and the other is our -- our
technical chief for these itens, M. Jeff Reber.

Q So Ms. Soltani also reviewed this
declaration before it was filed; is that what you just
sai d?

A For accuracy, yes.

Q Was she one of the staff who provided

certain facts that were reflected in this deposition?

A Yes.

Q Decl arati on, excuse ne.

A Yes.

Q General ly speaking, what was your goal in

writing this declaration? Wat were you trying to
conmuni cat e?
A That the Agency -- that we nmaintained the

ability to broadcast to the extent of the m ni num
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statutory requirenents.

Q And you are famliar with VOA' s current
broadcasting activities generally; right?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Yes.
BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q Turni ng back --

A Generally, which is the termyou used. Yep.
Thank you.

Q Thank you. Turning back to your declaration
that's Exhibit 2, in paragraph 2 -- I'll just read
fromit quickly. You said, "In that capacity" -- and
you're referring to your current role, "I have
personal know edge of and direct involvenent in the
current operations of the Voice of Anerica." That's

what it says here; right?

A Yes.
Q And that's accurate?
A Yes.

Q And when you said you had that personal

know edge and you were directly involved in current
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operations of VOA did that include broadcasting
activities?

A Yes.

Q Let's tal k about some of those broadcasting
activities. Does VOA have a Persian | anguage service?

A Yes.

Q What is your understandi ng of what the

Persi an | anguage service is?

A To broadcast to Farsi-speaking audi ences in
| ran, content that is within the -- the VOA charter.
Q And you di scussed Persian | anguage service

broadcasting in your declaration; right?
A Repeat the question, please.
Q You di scussed Persian | anguage service
broadcasting in your declaration; is that right?
MS. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.
THE W TNESS: Yes.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Let's grab tab G All right, M. Wico,
you' ve just been handed a docunent that we're marking

as Wico Exhibit 3.
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(Wiuco Exhibit 3 was marked for
i dentification.)
Have you seen this docunent before?
A Yeah.
Q And take a second to review it before you
answer that question, of course.
A Yes, |'mfamliar with this docunent.
Q What is it?
A It is Ms. Lake's declaration.
Q And this is a declaration that was al so,
i ke yours, submtted in this lawsuit; right?
A Yes.
Q And this one is dated August 13, 2025; is

t hat correct?

A Yes.

Q Have you reviewed this docunment before
t oday?

A Yes.

Q When was that?

A VWhile it was being drafted.

Q Okay. So before it was filed; right?

A Correct.
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Q You said you reviewed it -- while it was

being drafted. Did you participate in the drafting

process?

A Much as was the case with my decl aration,
yeah.

Q So explain that for ne in the context of

this particular declaration; how did you participate
exactly?

A Provi di ng technical, accurate content.

Q So you provided that to Ms. Lake?

A Correct.

Q Did you review this declaration for accuracy

before it was finalized and fil ed?

A Yes.
Q Did you make any suggestions or edits to it?
A | don't recall specifically.

Q Well, without tal king about specific edits,

did you?

A | provided sone technical content if --
you -- you may consider those edits, | suppose.

Q Okay. And this declaration was made under

oat h, under penalty of perjury just |ike yours; right?
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MS. STOUT: (Objection; |ack of
f oundat i on.

THE WTNESS: |It's not ny declaration.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q It says that on the | ast page; right?

A It does, yes.

Q Okay. Just like yours did. That's what |
meant; yes?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And it's signed by Ms. Lake there at
the end?

A Yes.

Q Al right. Let's turn to paragraph 13 of
Ms. Lake's August 13th declaration. That's on page 5.
Do you see that paragraph, No. 13?

A | do.

Q Okay. It starts with the words, "The nunber
of current VOA full-time enployees.”™ |'mnot going to
read that whole thing out loud, but I would like, if
you could take a nmonment to review, read to yourself
paragraph 13. That includes all of the subparts here,

A through AA, and continues on to page 6. And just
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| et me know when you're done, and then I'll ask you
some questions; okay?

A Okay.
Q So you just had a chance to review the

content of paragraph 13 of Ms. Lake's August 13th
decl arati on; yes?

A Yes.

Q And that contains a list of current
full-time enpl oyees working at Voice of America as of
the date of this declaration; correct?

A Correct.

Q And to your know edge, is this list as it
was presented in this declaration accurate?

A Yes.

Q Was this list that we just read here, was
that sonme of the information that you provided or
hel ped with in making this declaration?

A No, this was HR i nformation.

Q Did that cone through you?

A It passed through nme in review

Q So you had a chance to review the sane

information during the declaration drafting process;
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Is that fair?

A For accuracy, yes.

Q Okay. And if you turn to page 6 of this
docunent, again, there's a list under paragraph 13 of
different departnents, divisions within VOA, right?

MS. STOUT: (Objection; mscharacterizes
t he docunent.
BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q You can answer.

A Repeat the question, please?

Q Sure. Under paragraph 13, there's a
lettered list starts with A and it ends with AA and
that's a list of all these different -- I"mgoing to
say offices within VOA, is that accurate?

MS. STOUT: (Objection; mscharacterizes
t he docunment and | acks foundati on.

THE WTNESS: |[It's -- it's an accurate
list of -- of |anguage services and offices, yes.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Okay. And if you go to letters U, |owercase
U and | owercase V on page 6 --

A Uh- huh.
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Q What do those pertain to; what | anguage
service or office at VOA?
M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.
THE W TNESS: By service -- and you
know, it's Persian News Network --
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Sothisis --

A -- Persian | anguage servi ce.

Q Thank you. These are part of the Persian
| anguage services that are broadcast at VOA; is that
ri ght?

A That and central news and production; not
excl usive to Persian.

Q And that's because sone of the enployees
under Persian News Network are al so simnultaneously
wor ki ng for central news and production; is that
accurate?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.
THE WTNESS: As with other |anguage

service personnel.
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BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q So is the answer yes?
A Yes.
Q So between U, letter U and letter V here, is

it correct that there are 27 enpl oyees currently
wor ki ng on the Persian | anguage service as full-tinme
enpl oyees at VOA?
M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
foundati on, and vague as to current?
MR. BOURLAND: That's a good point,
actually. Let nme rephrase that questi on.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q As of August 13, 2025; that sanme question.
| can rephrase it or restate it if you'd like, but I
t hi nk you under st and.
A Those nunmbers are accurate as of that date.
Q Okay. So as of that date, there were 27
full-time enployees working in the Persian | anguage
service; is that correct?
M5. STOUT: Object to form |ack of
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Persian | anguage service
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personnel, but working towards the -- the efforts
of -- or in the effort of central news production.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q That's the 21 enpl oyees under V as in
Victor; is that right?

A | don't knowif it's all 21. | don't -- |
don't nanage the newsroom

Q Okay. | understand. And what about in
letter Uthere that only lists Persian News Network.
Do you know whet her those six enpl oyees are al so
working in central news and production?

A | don't know.

Q And this list also states that as of the
date of this declaration, if we |ook at letter AA at
the end of the list, that there was one enpl oyee
working in the Kurdish Service; is that correct?

MS. STOUT: Object to form
m scharacteri zes the docunent.
THE W TNESS: A Kurdi sh servi ceperson
wor ki ng with Persian for production purposes.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q On a detail?
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A Correct.

Q Okay. Do you know how many journalists are
currently working in the Persian News Network?

A No.

Q Do you know any journalists are currently

wor ki ng in the Persian | anguage service generally?

A No, not exactly.

Q Who woul d you expect to know that, if
anyone?

A The progranm ng director.

Q That's Ms. Soltani?
A Correct. As well as HR, who namnages them

you know, the positions froma personnel standpoint.

Q Does that person report to you?

A No.

Q Who do they report to?

A The Director of Managenent Services, acting.
Q Does that person report to you?

A Yes.

Q Has the nunmber of full-tinme enployees within

t he Persian | anguage service fluctuated or changed at

all since you've joined the Agency in May?
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M5. STOUT: (Object to form |ack of
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Repeat the questi on,
pl ease?
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Sure. Has the nunber of full-tinme enpl oyees
wor ki ng in the Persian | anguage service changed at al
since you joined the Agency in May?

M5. STOUT: Sane objection.

THE WTNESS: No, with the caveat that
t he nunber of full-tinme enployees didn't change,
al though we did pull full-time enployees who were on
adm n | eave back into inactive status to perform
certain functions. But the actual nunber of FTEs
didn't change.
BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q Is it fair to say that the nunber of
enpl oyees actively working, so not on adm nistrative
| eave, has changed since you rejoined the Agency in
May ?

A Yes.

Q And what you're referring to right now, is
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that sonething that you've also referred to as the
surge operation in the Persian | anguage broadcasting?
M5. STOUT: Object to form | ack of
f oundat i on.
THE W TNESS: Repeat the question?
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Sure. You just made an inportant
clarification about the difference between full-tine
enpl oyees, the nunmber that exist, and enpl oyees who
are on admn | eave are working at the Agency.

A No, they're all full-time enpl oyees.

Q No, | understand. But | mean in terns of
there are enpl oyees who are showing up for work every
day and there are some who have been on adm n | eave;
ri ght?

A Correct.

Q Okay. And there cane a point when there
have been certain enpl oyees who have been recall ed or
brought back in fromadmn | eave to resune their daily
duties; is that fair to say?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Have you referred to that process of
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bringi ng people back in fromadmn |eave to work as a
surge operation; have you used that term before?
M5. STOUT: Object to form conpound.
THE W TNESS: Insofar as we nentioned,
surge operations for global events, regional events,
yes, we have used that term
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Do you personally have any input in your
role as senior advisor into the progranmm ng that the
Per si an service produces?

MS. STOUT: Object to form |[|ack of
foundati on, and vague as to input.

THE W TNESS: Yeah, can you clarify
what you nean by input to progranm ng?
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Sure. Do you play any role whatsoever in
what content is produced by the Persian Labor Service?

A No.

Q All right. Let's talk about this surge
operation concept generally, and I'Il focus on the
Persian service specifically. So I'd like to focus

your attention -- we'll talk about sone recent events
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t hat happened in Iran and VOA's response to the sane.
Are you aware that there was a Israeli bonbing
canpaign in Ilran that started on or about June 13th of
this year?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundati on?

THE W TNESS: Yes.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q And at that tinme when that happened, how
many, 1 f you know, full-tinme enployees were actively
wor ki ng, so not on admn | eave at the Persian | anguage
service?

A Repeat the question, please?

Q Sure. At the tinme that that bonbing
canpai gn started in June, how many full-tinme enpl oyees
were working for the Persian | anguage service, not on
adm n | eave, if you know?

A | don't know.

Q But when that bonbi ng canpai gn started,

t here were Persian | anguage full-time enpl oyees who
were on admn leave at that time; right?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
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f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Yes.
BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q And you ended up recalling sonme of them
bringing themin for -- to work again?

A Whet her it was for that event specifically
or not, I -- 1 don't know.

Q But sonetine after the bonbi ng canpai gn
started, there were Persian | anguage enpl oyees who
were brought back into work fromadm n | eave; right?

A The timngs are vague to ne.

Q Did you participate in that decision to
bring those enpl oyees back fromadm n | eave?

MS. STOUT: (Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: | nsofar as passing
tasking to our HR personnel via the director of
managenent services, yes.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q So when you say passing tasking, you nean,

sort of, giving the order, if you will, to bring these

peopl e back? |Is that accurate?
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M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
foundati on, m scharacterizes the testinony.
THE WTNESS: It's -- it's part of
resour ce managenent.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q So is that a yes?
A Yes. | -- 1 will clarify with that
supervi sor cones to ne with a requirenent to fulfil
a -- a broadcast function. And I will then direct the
director of managenent services to effect the -- the
recall of people fromadmn |eave status. [It's an
adm ni strative function.
Q So you did this into the -- in response to a
deci si on soneone el se made?
MS. STOUT: (Objection; |acks foundation
and vague.
THE WTNESS: No -- no, it's -- no.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q It sounded |ike sonething, kind of, came up
the chain to you, and that you then ordered for
full-time enpl oyees to be brought back from adm n

| eave --
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A It's --

Q Let me ask ny question first.

A Yes -- yes, please. Yeah.

Q Who actually made the decision to -- or the
request rather, to -- to bring enpl oyees back from
adm n | eave?

A The programm ng director nakes the request

to me, identifies requirenents.

Q That was Ms. Soltani?

A Correct.

Q And that was in response to the bonbing
canpai gn starting?

A | can't recall --
MS. STOUT: (Object to --
Ch, the record,

for object to form

| acks foundation, calls for specul ation.

You may answer.

THE W TNESS:
events taking place over
tolran. | can't recall
MR. BOURLAND:

THE W TNESS:

There were a nunber of

that tinme period with respect

exactly which of themwe --

Ckay.

-- did various responses
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to.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Let's go back to your declaration, which
Is -- | think you have Ms. Lake's in front of you now,
but let's grab Wico Exhibit 2, which is yours, and
turn to page 2, paragraph 3. And |I'I|l just read from
it:
"Together, with all other statutorily
requi red operations, we have retained the output of
our Persian | anguage service at the commencenent of
| sraeli air operations against lIranian targets on June
13, 2025, has highlighted VOA's ability to respond and
surge in a tinmely and even predictive fashion.”
Did | read that accurately?
A Yes.

Q Okay. And that's correct, what you wote

A Yes.

Q So here, you're tal king about VOA's ability
to respond and surge in a tinely fashion. Wat did
you nean? What events was VOA respondi ng and surgi ng

to, as you put it here?
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A As put there, the event identified.

Q Which one is that?

A The Israeli air operations.

Q Ckay. So what did you nean by "surge"?

A | tend to want to use the -- the dictionary
definition of the word surge, but to nme it -- it's
a -- a ranp up of personnel required to neet a

requi renment, an objective.

Q And here specifically, ranping up neant
bringi ng people back fromadmn | eave; is that
accurate?

A Correct.

Q And you said that the surge happened in a
tinmely and even predictive fashion. Wen you say

“tinmely," what did you nean by "tinely"? How long did
t hat take?

A | don't recall exactly, but it was within
this and other events; we've surged personnel wthin
t he day.

Q And t hen next paragraph, paragraph 4, again,

turning to Exhibit 2, your declaration, you said, "And

in less than 24 hours, we began tel evision coverage."”
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Do you see that there?

A | do.
Q I s that accurate?
A Yes.

Q Do you know how |l ong it took to get
tel evi sion coverage up and runni ng?
MS. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.
THE W TNESS: Not exactly.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Sonmetinme | ess than 24 hours?

A Yes.

Q Was tel evision coverage -- television
broadcasting -- let nme clean that up.

Was the Persian | anguage service VOA
broadcasting in Persian on tel evision before this
surge operation?

A | don't know.
Q Goi ng back to paragraph 3, you said that
this, what we've been referring to as the surge

operation, highlighted VOA's ability to respond, and

t hen, "even predictive fashion.”™ Wat did you nean by
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t hat ?
A That we had, in contingency, discussed
the -- the need to surge or flux nunbers of personnel

and resources based on events on the ground in any
scenario within the | anguage services.
Q And, sort of, zoom ng out to what you're
tal ki ng about right now, not specific to Persian, or
| ran, or this bonbing. This, sort of, predictive
di scussion that you had had that you were just talking
about, was the plan to be able to surge in response to
gl obal events using -- by calling people back from
adm n | eave?
M5. STOUT: Object to --
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q | s that what you're tal king about?
MS. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.
THE WTNESS: In part, yes.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q And what was the other part?
A Per sonal Services Contractors.

Q Did -- so VOA did in fact bring enpl oyees
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back fromadm n | eave to surge the coverage of what
was happening in Iran; right?

A Repeat the question?

Q Sure. Voice of America did in fact -- or
guess, USAGM did in fact bring back enpl oyees from
adm n | eave to surge the coverage of what was
happening in lran; is that right?

A Yes.

Q Did you bring in any new PSCs to help in
t hat goal ?

MS. STOUT: Objection; |acks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: For this particul ar
Instance, | -- | don't recall. | don't know.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q But you didn't really need PSCs though,

because you had enpl oyees on adm n | eave; right?
M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q You can answer.

A Yeah, that's not what | said.
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Q No, |I'm asking you. |'mnot asking if
you - -

A Can you repeat the question then?

Q Sure. Did you need PSCs considering you had
peopl e on adm n | eave who were experienced in that
role?

A As of the witing of this docunment, | can't
recall what the requirenents were for PSCs versus FTE.

Q What about now?

M5. STOUT: Object to form vague.
THE W TNESS: Yeabh. Now, today or --

or --
MR. BOURLAND: Sure.
THE W TNESS: There have been
requi rements for PSCs. As of today, that -- that

requi renment could emerge where nore are needed. So
it's -- it's a steady, pretty steady readi ness
requi renment to have the authority, which we do, to --
to bring PSCs on board to acconplish the m ssion.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q But here in paragraph 4, you described this

surge operation. And let ne quote from what you said,
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and |I'Il ask you sone questions. You said:

"This was a response and surge operation
t hat was hi ghly successful because we naintained
access to critical talent.” Did | read that
correctly?

A Yes.

Q And that's true; right? What you said
there; that's accurate?

A Yes.

Q What did you nean in this specific context
here of the Persian broadcast surge operation when you
said you "maintained access to critical talent"?

A That in order to neet the requirenents that
were -- were set forth based on real world events,
that we had access to the personnel necessary to
successfully performthat task.

Q And specifically, when you say, "access to

personnel ," you're referring to the experienced full -
time enployees who were on admi nistrative | eave at
that point; right?

M5. STOQUT: Object to form

m scharacteri zes the testinony.
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THE WTNESS: | -- | can't recall for
this particular incident, you know, again, FTE versus
PSC.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Well, there were FTEs that were recall ed.
You said that earlier; right?

A Correct.

Q Okay. Were those included in the critical
talent you were referring to here?

A Absol utely.

Q VOA relied on those experienced full-tinme
enpl oyees to neet the real -world needs of what was
happening in Iran with broadcasting; right?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Go ahead.

A Yes.

Q Based on your experience working for the
Agency, do you believe you could have done this surge
operation in | ess than 24 hours w thout those

full-time enpl oyees on adm n | eave?
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M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Yeah, | -- |I'm not
under st andi ng your question.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q " mjust asking for your opinion based on
your experience.

A Repeat the question, please?

Q Sure. Based on your experience hel ping run
this agency, is it your opinion that you could have
responded and surged in a tinely and even predictive
fashion to what was happening in Iran w thout
mai nt ai ni ng access to these full-tinme enpl oyees who
were on adm n | eave?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

THE WTNESS: It's -- it -- it -- it's
a hypothetical that | don't care to --

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q You have to answer it though.
A It's a hypothetical question; that's ny
answer .
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Q Okay. But |I'm asking for your opinion, and
you can provide that.
A Repeat the question, please?
Q Sure. And again, |I'mjust asking for your
opinion. | understand that it could be described as
hypot hetical. But based on your experience in

managenent at this agency, is it your contention that
VOA could have -- and this is in your words --
responded and surged in a tinmely and even predictive
fashion to what happened in Iran in June 2025 w t hout
access to the full-tinme enployees who were on admn
| eave?

M5. STOUT: Object to form calls for
specul ati on, and | acks foundati on.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q You can answer.

A It's -- it certainly requires nme to
speculate. | don't know i nsofar as the surge could
have been perhaps net with PSC support. But I, you
know, I -- | will say that having access to FTEs on
admn |l eave was a -- a critical elenent of -- of the

Success.
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Q And in part because these were people who
were -- these enployees who were on admin | eave were

hi ghly experienced in Persian broadcasting; right?
M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
foundation, calls for specul ation.
THE WTNESS: | don't know how

experienced they were to the person, except for that

t hey, you know, in -- in whole, as a group, they were,
you know, they -- they fornmed a teamthat was highly
successful .

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q And the FTEs that the -- let ne use the full
term The full-tinme enployees who were brought back
during the surge operation, did that include
journalists?

MS. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Yeah, | don't know
exactly if there was a m x of journalists and
techni cal personnel.

BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q Are you saying you don't know if there was a
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mx or that there was a mx? | just didn't understand
your testinony.
A Again, | -- | don't want to conflate events,

because we had this, we had the US airstrikes. Again,

we had strikes in -- in Yenen agai nst Houthi and
| rani an targets, things of this nature. | -- 1 --1in
my menory, | can't recall which one of those required

a particular mx of journalist and technical support.
Q Okay, fair enough. And | definitely want to
be clear and not conflate those things. So describing
all of those events that you just did as surge
operations, generally, were there journalists in any
of those events who were called back fromadm n | eave?

A My -- ny assunption is yes.

Q But you don't know for sure?

A No. It was -- it was a mx of -- of various
progranm ng personnel. That's -- that's the best |
can -- | can offer.

Q Why did you provide these details about the
surge operation in June 2025 in your declaration
A To --
MS. STOQUT: [|'Il object to --
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THE W TNESS: Yeah.

M5. STOQUT: -- the extent that any
i nclusion or any discussion inplicates attorney-client
privilege or conversations that you had wth your
attorneys inside the Agency or Departnent of Justice,
and instruct you not to answer. But if you have an
i ndependent under standi ng or opinion of why you
i ncluded these things separate and apart from those
conversations, you can answer.

THE W TNESS: Ckay.
BY MR. BOURLAND

Q And | et me actually rephrase the question

and try to get around that, because | don't want to
trigger any of those types of answers. So |I'm not
aski ng you about anything a |awer told you to
i nclude, for exanple; okay? At the end of the day,

you approved and signed off on this declaration;

right?
A | did.
Q You deci ded what was in here at the end of

t he day; right?

A | decided that what was in here was accurate
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and answered the questions of the Court.

Q Okay. And why did you decide -- again, not
aski ng about anything your |lawers told you -- to
include this bit here about the surge operation?

MS. STOUT: And I'll object to the sane
for the record to the extent the inclusion included
conversations that you had with your attorneys. |
woul d instruct you not to answer to that extent.

THE W TNESS: Okay. Then abi di ng by
that, to denpnstrate operational capability as driven
by events on the ground, factually.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Is it fair to say your goal was to show the
Court that VOAwith its current staffing |evels could
ranp up staffing as needed to neet need?

M5. STOQUT: Object to form
m scharacteri zes the testinony.

THE W TNESS: Yeah, the -- the goal was
to answer the Court's questions.

BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Before this particular surge operation that

you tal ked about in your declaration that you just
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testified about in response to the start of the
| sraeli bonbing canpaign in Iran, do you know what
Persi an broadcasting activity was happeni ng before
that, imrediately before that started?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Yeah, generally.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Tell me what you know general ly about that.

M5. STOUT: And | don't want to
i nterrupt a pendi ng question, but we have been going
for well over an hour now, so | don't know if there's
a place to wap up this nodule about the Iran --

MR. BOURLAND: Yeah, let nme just --
sure.

Okay. I'll just a couple nore
gquestions and we can take a break.

Coul d you read back what the | ast
question and answer?

THE REPORTER: Yes, stand by one
nonent .

MR. BOURLAND: Thank you.
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(The reporter repeated the record as

requested.)

MR. BOURLAND: Okay. And |I think you
were answering generally, yes, that you knew what it
was, so maybe we can go off fromthere.

THE REPORTER: | -- okay. One nonent
t hen.

MR. BOURLAND: Sure, but | don't want
to answer for you.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q So | had asked you if you had know edge of
Per si an broadcasting generally before the surge
operation started in that tinme inmedi ately before, and
| believe you were about to answer that question, or
just had. Let's go fromthere.

A Yes.

Q Okay. Describe that for me; generally, what
type of broadcasting activities were happening at that
time i medi ately before the surge?

A My recollection at the tinme that it was
| argely digital content and -- and content on vari ous

social media platforns for which VOA has accounts.
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Q Was the Persian service broadcasting TV

prior to the surge, imediately before?

MS. STOUT: Objection; asked and

answer ed.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q You can answer.
A Forgive me while I -- | read this. [|I'm
trying to recall, and it's -- a | ot has happened

bet ween when | arrived and now.

Q Sure. Is there anything in your declaration

that would reflect your -- refresh your nenory on that

particul ar topic?
A l'"'m-- I'"mlooking -- |I'ml ooking.

Q Okay.

A | -- 1 don't know if TV was bei ng broadcast

at that time, but in -- in general terms, we do carry

live -- we carry direct-to-hone satellite television

into Iran.

Q Okay. And just so |l -- | make sure |

have a

cl ear answer on that specific question, and using the

phrasi ng you just did, do you know whet her

direct-to-honme satellite TV was bei ng broadcast

into

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N P

N N N R R R R R R R R R R
N P O © 0O N O O M W N L O

Case 1:25-cv-01015-RCL  Document 169 Filed 11/19/25 Page 116 of 331

Page 113

I ran i medi ately before the surge operation?

A Before, no, | don't -- | don't recall.

Q Was it being broadcast after the surge?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And what about -- sanme question for

radi o broadcasting. Was there any radi o broadcasting
from VOA Persian into lran prior to the surge
operation?
A | know - -
MS. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.
THE WTNESS: |'msorry. Yeah --
MS. STOQUT: You can answer.
THE W TNESS: Sorry.
No terrestrial radio broadcasts to the
best of ny know edge.
BY MR, BOURLAND:
Q Okay. And what about after the surge
happened?
A No change.
Q Ckay. \What about today?

A No terrestrial radio into Iran, to ny
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know edge.
Q And when you're saying terrestrial radio,
are you referring to shortwave?
A And nmedi um wave and -- yeah -- yeah
Q So just to summarize all that, as we sit

here today, is there any radi o broadcasting into Iran,
i ncl udi ng shortwave, nmedi um wave, or any other fornmat?

M5. STOUT: Objection; asked and
answer ed.

THE WTNESS: | -- | -- it's a question
| just answered, but |I'Il -- I'"lIl repeat the no -- no
terrestrial radio.

MR. BOURLAND: Ckay. 1'd like to wap
up this topic so | just have a few nore m nutes and
then we can take a short break. And we should al so
tal k about | unch.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q But turning back to the surge, you made an
i nportant distinction earlier that there was the
initial bombing canpaign and then there was -- there
were some events that happened after, including nore

| sraeli action, the US bonmbing on Iran. This was a,
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sort of, prolonged news event; is that a fair way to
describe it?

A There were a series of -- of breaking news
events around this time and shortly after.

Q Did the Persian service maintain its
coverage throughout those events?

MS. STOUT: Object to form | ack of
foundati on, and vague.
THE W TNESS: Yeah. Can you be nore

specific?
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Sure. Did the Persian service continue
br oadcasting online throughout the 12-day -- what's
been called the 12-day War between Israel and Iran?

A Yes.

Q Okay. What about on TV?

A As far as | know, there was direct -- as far
as | know, there was direct-to-honme satellite.

Q Thr oughout the duration of that 12-day War?

A As far as | know.

Q You said in paragraph 4 of your

decl aration -- and again, this is Wico Exhibit 2 --
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that "within hours, detailed coverage of the strikes
on VOA's Persian digital platfornms was steadily
stream ng on our websites."
That's what you said here; right?
A Uh- huh.
Q As well as --
THE REPORTER: Is that a -- is that a
yes?
THE W TNESS: Sorry.
THE REPORTER: That's okay.
THE W TNESS: That's a yes.
THE REPORTER: Thank you.
MR. BOURLAND: We made it very far
about that happening so that's pretty good.
THE W TNESS: Wow.
BY MR, BOURLAND:
Q VWhen you refer to "steadily stream ng," what
did you nean by that?
A There was -- there was conti nuous stream ng
content avail able on -- on our -- our Persian sites,
VOA Persian sites, and other social nmedia platforns,

you know, which |I believe are all |isted here;
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| nstagram X, Facebook, Tel egram YouTube. | think I
said YouTube twi ce, but it was only once.

Q Was -- when you said, "steadily stream ng,"
was that |ive content?

A Sone; | know there was | ooped.

Q So sonme sort of content was stream ng
steadily, but it doesn't necessarily nean that it was
live 24 hours a day; is that accurate?

A Correct.

Q Do you know how many hours of origina
content per day were being broadcast throughout this
peri od?

A Not at that tinme, no.

Q You said not at that tinme; what about today

in lran?

A | -- | can only guess -- this is a guess, if
| may?

Q Sur e.

A If it's advisable that | guess?

M5. STOUT: You can answer the question
to the best of your ability.
Il
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BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Yeah, with that caveat, go ahead.

A Yes. Ckay. Thank you. | -- | believe it's
sonmewhere around six hours a day of |ive coverage,

give or take. That was a give or take.

Q You nmentioned earlier that there cane a
time -- and | can represent to you, that that day was
June 21st -- when the United States mlitary bonbed

nuclear sites in Iran. Do you recall that happening?
A Repeat --
MS. STOUT: Object to form--
THE WTNESS: |'m sorry.
M5. STOUT: -- lacks foundation.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Go ahead.
A Repeat the question, please.
Q Sure. There cane a tine when the United
States al so bonbed Iran in June of 2025; yes?
A Yes.
Q Did the Persian service cover those events?
M5. STOUT: Object to form | ack of

f oundati on.
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THE W TNESS: Yes.
BY MR, BOURLAND:
Q And that coverage, was that also the result
of the surge operation you described in your
decl aration and that we tal ked about today?
A Yes.
MS. STOQUT: Object to form--
THE WTNESS: Oh, |'msorry.
M5. STOUT: Object to form | ack of
f oundat i on.
You can answer.
THE W TNESS: Yes.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Was there live coverage of those events?
A O the strikes thenselves? There was, you
know, |ive coverage afterwards as events were being,

you know, reveal ed.

Q So at the point when the bonbi ng was
revealed to the public, was there |ive coverage at
that point? It's an inportant distinction.

M5. STOUT: Object to form vague as to

“reveal to the public,” and | ack of foundation.
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BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q I f you know?
A There was |ive coverage after the strikes,

yes.
Q Do you know how | ong after the strikes that
l'ive coverage started?
A Very shortly after.
Q What you nmean by --

A | don't know exactly how | ong, but you know,

Q What' d you nean by "very shortly"?

A | -- | can't give you an exact tine hack,
but certainly within -- within hours, maybe less. |
don't know. They were -- they were on -- they were on
It quickly.

Q And when you say, "they were on it," you're
referring to the enployees who had been brought back
fromadm n | eave who were working at the Persian
service with their coll eagues?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: That's not what | was
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referring to.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q What were you referring to?
A The workforce in general, the news room

Q Did that include the enpl oyees who were
br ought back as part of the surge?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Sone.

MR. BOURLAND: Let's take a break.

THE REPORTER: We are going off the
record at 11:40 a.m

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: This marks the end
of media unit No. 2. Going -- the record. The tine
s 11:41 a. m

(Of the record.)

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: This marks the
begi nning of nmedia unit No. 3. Going back on the
record. The tinme is 12:01 p. m
BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q Al right, M. Wco. W're back on the

record after another short break. | do want to turn
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to some other topics, and before |I do, let me just
cover one thing fromthe |ast thing we were talking
about, which was the surge in Persian broadcasting.
You renmenber we were tal king about that?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And correct nme if |I'mwong, |
believe you had testified that it was Ms. Soltani from
t he broadcast side who canme to you, and was the one
who actually asked for specific nunbers of enployees
to call back; is that correct?

MS. STOUT: Cbject to form
m scharacteri zes the testinony.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q And correct me if |I'mwong, please.
A If -- if you can put that in the context of

the testinony --

Q Sure.
A -- discussed in the -- the objection.
Q Okay. Well, let nme go back to -- we're

tal ki ng about the June 13th Israeli air operations
against Iran. After that point, that's when the

Persian News Service -- |anguage service surged its
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capacity; is that right?
A That was one of the tines.
Q And was that in response to -- the surging

of personnel, was that in response to a request from
Ms. Sol tani?

A Yes.

Q And when did Ms. Soltani approach you about
surgi ng capacity?

A Wth that event and sonme others, | nean, it
was in near real-tine.

Q And speaking of this first time, June 13th,
surging capacity in response to that event, what

exactly did Ms. Soltani ask you for?

A | don't recall --

Q Did she say why --

A -- exactly.

Q Go ahead. | interrupted you.

A Exactly, | don't recall exactly.

Q Well, generally. |1'mnot asking for a

ver bati m quote, but what was she asking you for?
A Techni cal professionals to neet the

requirenment.
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Q And did she tell you why she needed thenf

A In -- in some ways, instructively, she would
expl ain why she needed certain people. Oher than
that, in -- in a breaking news scenario, |'ve -- |
have to trust the professionals on hand -- you know,
that what they're telling ne they need, they need.

Q Okay. And in this specific scenario, did
she tell you why she needed what she needed?

A | don't recall exactly. Yeah, | would say
not in any great detail other than there were people
that were required in order to neet the requirenent.

Q So when you're tal king about people required
to neet the requirenent, does that nean that she was
asking you for staff to respond to this event?

A Yes.

MS. STOUT: Object to form | ack of
foundation on the | ast one.

You can answer.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Did she ask for any specific staff to be
br ought back in?

M5. STOUT: Object to form vague as to
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"specific staff.”
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Let me rephrase that. Did she asked you to

recall anyone from adm n | eave specifically by name?

A | don't recall.
Q And this communication with Ms. Soltani,
what -- in what formdid she communicate with you

about her need to surge capacity?

A Mostly voice. Whether by Teans call or --
or perhaps Team nessages. | don't -- there was a | ot
of -- alot of novenent at the tine. | don't recall
exactly which nmeans were used when.

Q And when you are referring to Teans
messages, what do you nean?

A Teans chat.

Q So that's, like, a instant nessagi ng through
Teans; is that a fair description, witten nessages?

A It is part of the Ofice suite of tools.

Q Okay. Did you communi cate with Ms. Soltan
about surging the Persian service staffing via e-mail?

A | don't recall. And at -- at best |1'd give

it a perhaps.
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Q What about with Ms. Lake; did you

communi cate with her about the Persian staffing surge?
A Yes.
Q And by what nmeans?

A Same. Either by -- by voice or, you know,
text, e-mail; a conbination of -- of comuni cations.
Q Did you seek her approval of that action, of

t hat surge?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
foundati on, and vague.

THE W TNESS: Her approval wasn't
requi red. She had confidence that what was being
requested was required.

BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q So you did not seek her approval; is that
what happened?

M5. STOUT: Object to form
m scharacteri zes the testinony.

THE W TNESS: Yeah. Per se, no. I

mean, | -- | would -- unclear on which events drove
particul ar el ements of surge or recall. | would brief
her afterwards on -- on what we had done.
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BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Well, let's talk about this specific exanple
here on June 13th. After the June 13th air operations
agai nst Iran, when Persian broadcasting's staffing was
surged in response to that, was that particul ar surge
somet hing that you ran by Lake that she signed off on?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

THE WTNESS: | ran it by her, but it
wasn't -- if what you nean by "signed off on" was go
ahead and do it then --

BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q That's what she said, nore or |ess?

A More or |ess.

MS. STOUT: (Object to formon that | ast
guesti on.

THE W TNESS: Oh, ny apol ogi es.

MS. STOUT: But you can answer.

THE W TNESS: Okay.

BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Al right. Let's switch gears and talk

about ot her broadcasting, beyond the Persian service.
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Ceneral |y speaking, you did provide sone information
i n your declaration about other programm ng in

addition to Persian; right?

A Yes.
Q And again, when I'mreferring to your
declaration, I'mreferring to what's been marked as

Wico Exhibit 2. And | see you already have that in
front of you, which is good because | w |l be asking
you sonme nore questions about that soon.

Do you know what -- sitting here today, what
| anguage services VOA is currently broadcasting in, if
any?

A Yes.

Q What are those?

A Farsi, Mandarin, and Dari and Pashto, for
Af ghani st an.

Q Al right. Let's start with -- well, let ne
ask you this. Do you know how many were being
br oadcast before March of this year?

A No.

Q Bal | par k?

M5. STOUT: Objection; asked and
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answered and calls for specul ation.
BY MR, BOURLAND:
Q You can answer.
A No.
More than four?
MS. STOUT: Objection; asked and
answered, calls for specul ati on.
THE WTNESS: | don't know.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Let's start with the ones that are currently
bei ng broadcast. Let's talk a bit about Mandarin. |Is
t he Mandarin service currently broadcasting any
content by terrestrial radio?

MS. STOUT: (Objection; |ack of
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: No.
BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q Was VOA broadcasting Mandarin by terrestri al
radi o before March of 2025; do you know?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | ack of
f oundat i on.

THE WTNESS: | don't know.
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BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q s VOA currently broadcasting Mandarin by
tel evi sion?
M5. STOUT: Object to form | ack of
f oundat i on.
THE WTNESS: No, | don't believe so.
BY MR, BOURLAND:
Q Do you know whet her VOA was broadcasting on
TV in Mandarin before March of 20257
A | don't know.
Q So what sort -- what nediumis VOA currently
broadcasting in Mandarin?
M5. STOUT: Object to form | ack of
f oundat i on.
THE WTNESS: Digital.
BY MR, BOURLAND:
Q And just so we're clear on our terms, when

you say digital broadcasting, what does that refer to?

A It refers to web-based platforns. So it'd
be simlar to those that are listed for the -- the
Per si an.

Q And you're referring to the list in
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par agraph 4 of your declaration; right?
A More or |ess.
Q Okay. So not | ooking at social nedia sites,

wher e does VOA broadcast digital content in Mandarin
on the internet; where is that accessible,

M5. STOUT: Object to form vague, and
| ack of foundati on.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q You can answer.
A This is an assunption on ny part, 'cause
| -- | really don't get into the -- the weeds with how

they do their business. But simlar to what you see
for voanews.com ir.voanews.com ny assunption is that
in addition to the social nedia platforns, they're --
they're posting digital content on the Mandarin Voice
of Anerica site. Li ke, | believe |I've seen sone of
t hat .

Q Is it also being broadcast on any soci al
media sites in Mandarin?

MS. STOUT: (Objection; |ack of

f oundat i on.

MR. BOURLAND: Here, let nme -- that
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question's not super clear. Let nme try again.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q s VOA currently broadcasting digita
content in Mandarin on any social nmedia websites?

A | believe I answered that when | said | -- |
believe it's nost |likely simlar to what you're seeing
under paragraph 4 for Persian --

Q Sure. And | --

A -- substitute Persian for Mndarin.

Q Okay. So your understanding is that it's
simlar to what is listed here in your declaration for
Persian, but for the Mandarin | anguage?

A That's my estinmation.

Q Okay, thank you. |Is the actual broadcast
content that VOA is putting out in Mandarin, is that
original Mandarin content, or is it translated from
sonet hi ng el se?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | ack of
f oundat i on.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q You can answer.

A If you would clarify what you nmean by
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“original Mandarin content"?

Q So when | say original Mandarin content, |'m
referring to content that's originally produced and
written in Mandari n.

A | don't know. May -- it may be it's, you
know, a conbination of sources that they use to
devel op content.

Q Do you have any know edge as to whether the
Mandarin | anguage service is using translated content
from ot her | anguages currently?

A Do | have know edge of that?

Q Yes.

A Yes, | do. Yeah.

Q Okay. |I'mjust trying to understand what --
your previous answer. So is there also -- to your
know edge, is there also content that is original to
Mandari n?

M5. STOUT: Object to form vague as to

"original," and |l acks foundation.
THE W TNESS: Yeah, and | -- | think
answered that already in that ny assunption or ny

specul ati on, not getting into the technical weeds of
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how t hey do their business, is that they use a nunber
of information and news sources to develop their
content, including content that is originally witten
i n Mandarin.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Okay. And that's based on your assunption;
it's not sonething you know for sure; is that right?

A No, I -- 1 don't -- | purposefully do not
get involved in that.

Q Okay. Do you know how many enpl oyees are
currently working for the Mandarin service at VOA?

A Fewer than ten, | believe.

Q And of those ten, do you know if and if so,
how many of those ten are full-tinme enpl oyees versus
PSCs?

MS. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Yeah. And ny answer is
no, | don't know the -- the exact breakout on nunbers.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q To your know edge, does Voice of Anerica

have any plans currently to increase Mandarin
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br oadcasti ng?

M5. STOUT: Object to form vague, and
| acks foundati on.

THE W TNESS: Currently, no.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q And that's just because | asked a "do you
know' question; | want to make sure the answer is
clear. There currently are no plans to increase
broadcasting in Mandarin at Voice of Anmerica; is that
correct?

MS. STOUT: Objection; |acks
f oundati on.

THE W TNESS: Generally, correct, with
t he caveat that our personnel strength and content
ampunts are dictated by events on the ground.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q And by that you nean there could
theoretically be a surge in Mandarin broadcasti ng
based on real -tinme events?

A Sure. If a, you know, south, you know,
the -- the Southern Chinese PLAN fleet decides to go

chargi ng across the state of Taiwan, you coul d expect
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a surge in coverage.
Q And as a person who's in charge of ordering
a surge in personnel, would you expect to surge at
| east some of those personnel fromfull-time enployees
on adm n | eave?
MS. STOUT: Objection; |acks foundation
and m scharacterizes prior testinony.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q You can answer.

A Not at this tine.

Q Why not ?

A Because nobst of those nunbers -- nost of

those staffing structures have al ready been settl ed.

Q What do you nean by that?

A My assunmption is that as of currently, and
into the future, you know, we're going to be dealing
with post-RIF staffing nunbers. So | -- | would have
to nore thoroughly analyze the results of that to
determ ne that. But we always reserve the ability and
have the authority within the Agency to surge PSCs,
and we' ve done that already so --

Q So is it fair to say that the outcones of
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the RIF will inpact your ability to source talent?
A No.
MS. STOUT: Yeah, objection |ack
f oundat i on.
THE WTNESS: |I'msorry. M apol ogi es.
Yeah.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q What was your answer?

A Repeat the question.

Q Sure. |Is it fair to say that the outcone of
the RIF, the inpact of the RIFs wll inpact your
ability to source talent to surge?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | ack of
foundation, and calls for specul ation.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q I n your opinion?

A I n my opinion?

Q Yes.

A Specul atively?

Q Yes.

A No -- no, we -- we are required to neet our

obligations for mniml statutory requirenents.
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Q Al right. Let's switch to sone of the
ot her | anguages that are here in your declaration.
Well, here, let nme go back. You had said nonents ago
that the VOA is currently operating in four |anguage
services, Farsi, Mandarin, Dari, and Pashto; did | get
that right?

A Correct.

Q Okay. So we tal ked about Mandarin. Let's
tal k about Dari and Pashto. Just generally, those are
| anguages that are commonly spoken in Af ghani stan;
yes?

MS. STOUT: Objection; form | acks
f oundat i on.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q I f you know?

A They are the two predom nant | anguages.

Q Okay. And as part of VOA' s Afghanistan
service, VOA broadcasts to Afghanistan in both Dari
and Pashto; is that right?

A Yes.

Q Any ot her | anguages broadcast to Afghani stan

t hat you know of ?
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M5. STOUT: Object to form asked and
answer ed.

THE W TNESS: No ot her | anguages.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Al right. |s Voice of Arerica currently,
as we sit here today -- | don't nean literally this
m nute, but nowadays, broadcasting in Dari and Pashto?

A As a matter of fact, daylight savings tinme
not w thstanding or vice versa, they may be
broadcasting right now |ive.

Q Okay. So yes?

A Yes.

Q Al right. And how nuch original content in
Dari and Pashto per day?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
foundati on, and vague as to "original."

THE WTNESS: Are -- are we --

MR. BOURLAND: No, it's here. Let ne
take that back, because that's not a very good
guesti on.

BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q How much -- and I'mtal king about in tine
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duration; right? How nuch is broadcast in Dari and
Pasht o per day by VOA?
MS. STOQUT: Object to form--
THE W TNESS: Present -- |I'msorry.
M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.
BY MR, BOURLAND:
Q And yes, presently?
A Okay. 30 m nutes per day; 15 each in Dari
and Pasht o.
Q Is it the sane content in both | anguages, if
you know?
M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.
THE W TNESS: Yes.
BY MR, BOURLAND:
Q And by what mediumis this 30 m nutes per
day of Afghani stan broadcasting currently happeni ng?
M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.
THE WTNESS: It's carried into

Af ghani stan via shortwave and nmedi um wave. That said,
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it's broadcast live fromthe Cohen buil ding,
physically, by two of our Afghan service journalists
and production team The signal is carried via
satellite -- and -- and perhaps others to Kuwait, to
t he Kuwait shortwave transmtting station, and then
reprocessed into shortwave signal and broadcast into
Af ghani st an.

The sanme is al so done in medi um wave
fromour facility in Tajikistan. So the content
bl ankets all of Afghanistan in both shortwave and
medi um wave.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Do any radi o broadcast -- okay, let ne start
hi gher level. Do you know what a radi o broadcast
technician is?

A Yes.

Q What is it?

A | -- I think it's well defined by its title.
So it generally describes any technician who is
i nvol ved on the -- the technical -- the signal side of
radi o progranm ng.

Q It's a title used for certain enpl oyees at
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VOA; right?
MS. STOUT: (Objection; |ack of
f oundat i on.
THE W TNESS: Yes.
BY MR, BOURLAND:
Q And earlier when we tal ked about, and you
testified about technical staff generally, are radio

br oadcast technicians one exanple of technical staff

at VOA?
A Yes.
Q The process you just described for how

shortwave and nmedi um wave radi o is broadcast in
Af ghani stan by VOA, are there any radi o broadcast
techni ci ans who work on that currently?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Yes.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Do you know how many?
No.
And they -- do they work in the Cohen?

> O >» O

Yes.
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Q And the Cohen building is VOA' s central
broadcast studio; is that a fair way to describe it?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Repeat the questi on,
pl ease?

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Sure. |Is the Cohen building VOA's central
broadcast studio; is that a fair way to descri be what
It is?

MS. STOUT: Sane objection.

THE W TNESS: It -- to be technical,
know t he Cohen building is -- that's not what the
Cohen building is.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Does it contain that?

A It contains VOA's central news -- news
service and -- and broadcasting facilities, yes.

Q And that includes broadcasting studios for
radi 0?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks

f oundati on.
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THE W TNESS: Yes.
BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q Are you aware that the Cohen buil ding has
been designated for an accel erated sal e?

A "' m not aware of how accelerated. | am
aware that we are vacating the Cohen building. And
it's -- it's, sort of, on -- on the -- the list of --
of GSA-nmanaged buil di ngs, yeah, that are being turned
over.

Q Do you know where the technical staff who
wor k on Af ghani stan broadcasting will work after VOA
| eaves the Cohen building, if there's a plan for that?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
foundation, calls for specul ation.

THE W TNESS: Yeah, | nean it's -- it's
what ever building we wind up noving into. Sure,
there -- there'll be a transfer of personnel and
functions.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Has such a building been identified yet?

A Yes.

Q Where is that?
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By address, | do not know, but -- but by

it's the -- the NASA building in Washi ngton D. C.

Q
A

Q

Is that the NASA, as in the space agency?
Correct.

Are there broadcast facilities there

currently?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks

f oundati on.

THE W TNESS: Yes.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q

Are those ones that were built by NASA, if

you know?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks

f oundati on.

THE W TNESS: As far as | know, those

are facilities built by and for NASA.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q

Are there shortwave radi o broadcast

facilities there?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks

f oundati on.

THE W TNESS: Not that |'m aware of.
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| -- | would add to that, that there are technically
not shortwave radi o broadcast facilities in the Cohen
bui | di ng either.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q That's a good distinction. There --

A If you were -- do a shortwave -- |'msorry.
Pardon the interruption.

Q No, please, you go first.

A | f you' ve ever been to a shortwave site,
which | hadn't been until recently, good |luck stuffing
one of those into a -- into a federal building. They

take up several acres of [|and.

Q Yeah. So |I'mnot referring to the radio
array that can be quite large; I'mjust referring to
t he broadcast facilities thenselves. |Is there any --

to your know edge, at the NASA building that's been
Identified as a future broadcast center for VOA, is
there any equi pnment or facilities that are
specifically designated for shortwave radio
br oadcasti ng?

MS. STOUT: Object to form | acks

foundati on, and vague.
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THE WTNESS: | don't know.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Are you famliar with the term-- again

tal ki ng about technical staff, the term "master

control"?

A | am

Q What does that nean to you?

A It's the primary room or space from which
signals -- and whether it's audio or video -- are --

are controlled from

Q Are there technical staff who have the term
“master control” in their title?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

THE WTNESS: | don't know
specifically.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q | s there anyone who works on master control
who wor ks on Af ghani stan shortwave and nmedi um wave
br oadcasti ng?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks

f oundati on.
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THE W TNESS: Personnel and master
control work on all of our activities out of the Cohen
bui | di ng.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q | ncl udi ng Af ghani stan broadcasti ng?

A | woul d have to speculate on -- on the --
the extent of -- of mamster controls, you know,
hands-on activity in -- in getting those signals
pushed out to Afghanistan. It's -- but | don't
believe that it requires anybody sitting at -- sitting
at the controls, if you will, to get the signal from
t he Cohen buil ding to Afghani stan.

Q Ckay.

A But these things are nonitored, you know.

Q That's your assunption, by the way, the | ast
t hing you sai d?

A It's ny assunption. It's my assunption that
as the programis being broadcast |ive, that master
control -- there is involvenent of master control in
ensuring that everything's working right, and that,
you know, signals are being processed and -- and

transmtted. But to the -- to any extent or detail,
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" mnot qualified to -- to say.
Q So you testified there's currently 30
m nut es per day being broadcast via radio to
Af ghani stan. That's 15 m nutes each in Dari and
Pashto. Do you know how many hours of radio
br oadcasti ng VOA was doi ng to Afghani stan before March
of 20257
M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q I f any?
A | do not.
Q | s Voice of Anerica currently broadcasting

any television to Afghanistan?
MS. STOUT: (Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.
THE W TNESS: No.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q And just to put a finer point onit, is VOA

broadcasting any -- let nme take it a step back.
When | refer to television, I'mreferring
to -- what is your understanding of broadcasting and
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tel evision at VOA;, what does that nean?

A By definition, by FCC definition,
br oadcasting and television and radio is broadcasting
in a means that is available to the general public.
So unless they've pulled a fast one on ne in the | ast
week or so, | -- | do not believe we are broadcasting
t o Af ghani stan on tel evision.

Q And when VOA broadcasts in television around
the world, does it do it by satellite?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks

f oundati on.

THE WTNESS: |I'm-- |I'mnot qualified
to answer that question based on a -- if you're
t al ki ng about sinultaneous gl obal broadcasts, | just

don't know from a technical standpoint.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q | s VOA broadcasting any television in Dar
or Pashto right now?
A No, not to ny know edge.
Q s there any plan to increase that
br oadcasting so that there is television coverage?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N o g b~ w N P

N NN R R R R R R R R R R
N P O © O N O OO » W N B O

Case 1:25-cv-01015-RCL  Document 169 Filed 11/19/25 Page 154 of 331

Page 151

f oundat i on.
THE W TNESS: No, not presently.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Does Voice of America currently broadcast to
Nort h Korea?

A No.

Q To your know edge, is there any plan to do
so in the future?

A Yes.

Q What's that plan?

MS. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Can you be nore specific
on --
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Sure. Well, | asked if there's a planto
br oadcast and to North Korea in the future, and you
said "yes." Describe to me what that plan is.

A Currently, the plan is to comence digital
content carriage into North Korea.

Q So that would be content that would be

broadcast on the internet?
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A Yes.

Q It would be accessible only to an audi ence
that's able to access the internet; is that correct?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: For such tine, as -- as
we're only carrying digital content.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Is there a plan to carry sonething ot her
than digital content? Here, let me ask specifically,
Is there a plan to broadcast radio into North Korea?

A That's deliberative in nature? Am
required to answer?

MS. STOUT: You can answer this
question to the best of your ability.

MR. BOURLAND: Yeabh.

MS. STOUT: \Whether yes or no; whether
there's a -- what was it, a plan to broadcast to North
Kor ea?

MR. BOURLAND: Uh- huh.

THE W TNESS: Not a plan, but

di scussi ons.
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BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q What about TV? Sanme questi on.

A No.

Q Do you know when the digital broadcasting
North Korea is supposed to start, if at all?

A Yes.

Q When is that?

A My estimation is within the next -- and |
need to be very careful here, 'cause this is
definitely an estimation. Pursuant to people

accepting, you know, the -- the offers, we're -- we

in

are currently staffing -- in the staffing process of

bri ngi ng our Korean PSCs back on board, a nunber of
them So pursuant to that, | -- | would think
sonetinme within the next two weeks.
Q Is there a certain anount of content per
that is planned to be produced?
M5. STOUT: Objection; |ack of
f oundat i on.
THE W TNESS: No particul ar anmount.
BY MR, BOURLAND:
Q And is the plan to only use PSCs for this

day
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broadcasting in terns of the journalist staff?

A Yes.

Q | s that because all pre-existing Korean
| anguage service staff have been RIF-ed?

MS. STOUT: (Objection; |ack of
f oundat i on.

THE WTNESS: | don't know.
BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q Do you know whet her there are any Korean
| anguage speaking journalists who have not been
RI F- ed?

MS. STOUT: Objection; |ack of
f oundat i on.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q At VOA?

A Not havi ng been involved in the -- the RIF
process, no, | don't know.
Q You said it was -- that you were estimting

t hat the Korean online broadcasting would start within
the next two weeks. Was that -- is that accurate?
|'"'mtrying to renmenber.

A Yeah -- yeah, that's -- that's -- you recal
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that accurately. That's nmy estimation.
Q Okay. And that's not a definite date
because it depends on staffing up with PSCs; right?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Correct. And -- and al so
reestablishing a new -- a new -- reestablishing that
service. Not that it's new, but reestablishing it.
There -- there's -- unlike a surge for breaking news,
in situations |ike we've described with -- with
Persian, we're permtted to be alittle nore
del i berative with how we're doing that process wth
Korean so --

BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Is there any sort of plan in witing
concerning restarting Korean broadcasting?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Not a formal plan per se.
Only adm nistrative, you know, docunentation, e-mails,
and whatnot, initiating the recall of PSCs and our

intent to begin broadcasting in Korea.
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BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q So the -- that process has been discussed on
e-mail; is that fair?
A Yes.
Q To your know edge, have there been any

menor anda, reports, anything |ike that, that have been
written about restarting broadcasting North Korea?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q | ' m not asking about anything from counsel,
of course.

A Ask -- ask the question again, please?

Q Sure. Have there been any internal nmenos,

or reports, or anything |ike that, that have been
drafted, written about restarti ng Korean broadcasti ng,
excl udi ng anything comng froml awers?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
foundation, and preserving the attorney-client
obj ecti on.

THE W TNESS: Yeah -- yeah, beyond

anything that requires attorney-client privilege, just
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t he conmuni cations |'ve mentioned.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Okay. Who actually made the decision, if

you know, to resunme broadcasting to North Korea?

A The -- the key final decision maker was Ms.
Lake.

Q Were you involved in that decision?

A Yes.

Q I n what way were you involved; how did you

participate in deciding that?

M5. STOUT: And I'll object to the
extent that your participation involved any
comruni cations with attorneys within the Agency or the
Departnment of Justice. | instruct you not to answer
to the extent it would reveal those conmunicati ons,
but if you have a separate participation outside of
conmuni cations that you've had from-- with counsel,
then you may di scuss those.

THE WTNESS: All right. Al of ny
communi cati ons have been operationally-based,
managenent - based, on -- on providing the resources to

ef fectuate the re-commencenent of broadcasts and -- or
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content delivery in Korea.
BY MR, BOURLAND:
Q Was Voice of America broadcasting to North

Korea at any point this year, in 2025?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

THE WTNESS: | don't know.
BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q Has it ever broadcast to North Korea in its
hi story; do you know?

A Yes.

Q Do you know when it stopped?

A No.

Q The PSCs that you are bringing on to
broadcast to North Korea, where did they cone fronf

A Repeat the question?

Q The PSCs, the contractors that are being
brought on to broadcast to North Korea, where did they
conme fronf?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

THE WTNESS: |'mnot clear on what you
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mean by "where did they cone from'?
BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q Sure. Where is the Agency finding those
contractors?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: And at the risk of being
annoyi ng about this, specifically, do you nean
geographical ly?

BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q What is -- walk ne through the process of
securing contractors to broadcast in Korea and at VOA.

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Typically, and as is the
case that is being exercised presently w th Korean,
these are PSCs that the organization is famliar with
who have worked for the organization in the past. And
with the exception of mandatory for every PSC or -- or
contractor that cones in, even if they've been with us
before, there's sone security screening, and badgi ng,

and all that stuff that has to take place. But by and
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| arge, they're sourced froma known bench of -- of
PSCs.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q And future Korean -- broadcasting in North
Korea at VOA, will that be -- | think I've already
asked this. |1'mgoing to nove on.

How I ong has it -- has this process of
bringing on this new PSC workforce to do North Korea
broadcasti ng, how |l ong has that been going on?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

THE WTNESS: | -- | can't provide an
exact nunber of days.
BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q You can estimate; it's fine.

M5. STOUT: Object to form calls for
specul ation very explicitly.

MR. BOURLAND: | am yes.

M5. STOUT: Then we object to the
answer, that it's asking for speculation, not his
personal know edge.

I
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BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q No, |I'mnot asking -- you have sone personal
know edge about PSCs bei ng brought on for North Korea

broadcasting; right?

A Yes.

Q You' ve been signing off on that; right?

A Yes.

Q How | ong have you been engaged in that
process? |1'mjust |ooking for an estimate; |'m not

asking you to specul ate.
A Approxi mately, three weeks.
Q Al right. |s Voice of America broadcasting
to Russia?
MS. STOUT: (Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.
THE W TNESS: No.
BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q And to be clear, | mean currently.
A No.
Q I s Voice of Anerica broadcasting to anywhere

in the world currently in the Russian | anguage?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
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f oundat i on.
THE W TNESS: No.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Has it ever done so in the past?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: It has.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q As of -- | asked you with North Korea. |Is
there any plan currently to resune broadcasting to
Russia at Voice of Anerica?

MS. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundati on.

THE W TNESS: Yes, via digital.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q And when you say digital, as with before,
t hat means online?

A Yes.

Q Is there any plan to broadcast to Russia in
the future via terrestrial radio?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks

f oundati on.
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THE W TNESS: Not at this tine.
BY MR, BOURLAND:
Q What about TV?
M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.
THE WTNESS: And | don't know.
BY MR, BOURLAND:
Q Who nade the decision to plan to resune
broadcasting to Russia digitally?
M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.
THE W TNESS: Ms. Lake was the fin
deci si on maker.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q When was that decision made?
A | woul d have to specul ate.

MS. STOUT: You can answer to the
of your ability based on your personal know edge.
MR. BOURLAND: Yes.

THE WTNESS: W thin the past nont
BY MR, BOURLAND:
Q Okay. Do you know if it was before or

al

best

h.

after
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she was deposed in this case?

MS. STOQUT: Objection; asked and
answer ed.

THE WTNESS: | -- | do not -- | -- |
don't know the date of her actual deposition. That
that's lost in ny nenory hole, but --

MR. BOURLAND: That's fair. And |
think you were on vacation --

THE WTNESS: -- it's within -- within
t he past nonth.

BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Okay. Was it since -- did Ms. Lake make

that final decision at any point since |ast Tuesday?

A It woul d've been before that.

Q Okay. And let nme ask that same question
with respect to resunming North Korea -- let ne be nore
clear. I'mgoing to ask that sanme question with

respect to North Korea digital broadcasting. Was that
final decision by Ms. Lake nade at sone point between
| ast Tuesday and now?

A No, bef or ehand.

Q It was before then?
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A Yeah.

Q Okay. Do you know why the decision was nade
to resunme broadcasting to Russia digitally?

A Yes.

Q Wiy is that?

MS. STOUT: And I'll object here; to

t he extent that your know edge about why the decision
was nmade is based on communi cations with your
attorneys at USAGM or the Departnent of Justice, then
| would instruct you not to answer. But if you have
an i ndependent understandi ng of why those deci sions
were made that are separate and apart fromthe

conmuni cations with your attorneys, then you can

answer .
MR. BOURLAND: Yeah.
THE WTNESS: It was |argely an

i nternal discussion that cane -- resulted in the

conclusion that we should begin broadcasting in
Russi an, again, driven by events on the ground, real
wor |l d events.

You know, the Ukraine war negotiations,

ongoi ng escalation in kinetic warfare activity from

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N o g b~ w N P

N NN R R R R R R R R R R
N P O © O N O OO » W N B O

Case 1:25-cv-01015-RCL  Document 169 Filed 11/19/25 Page 169 of 331

Page 166

t he Russian side in particul ar agai nst Ukrainians,
Russi an | ack of response to -- to negotiations, and
things like that. And -- and certainly the -- the
deci sion made by the President to begin noving US
strategic assets into place. All of those things
conbined led largely me and Ms. Lake to the decision
to begin broadcasting in Russia.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Woul d you describe the plan to resune
broadcasting in Russia as another surge operation?

A No, not in the sane nature that the -- we
responded to the Persian situations we've di scussed.
This is nore of a -- a staffing exercise, deliberative
staffing exercise.

Q And just so |I'mclear, what do you nean by
"staffing exercise"?

A Hiring PSCs.

Q So as with North Korea, the plan is to
resune broadcasting to Russia using PSCs?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks

f oundat i on.

I
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BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q s that correct?
A Yes. Wth, | -- | will add, with

supervisory controls by our full-tinme government
enpl oyees. So there will be a governnent person, you
know, supervising those efforts.

And within the PSC structure, there are
different levels of PSCs. So there's a PSC | evel 4,

which is considered, sort of, a, you know, first anong

equal s of -- of PSCs, who will be responsible for
content devel opnent and whatnot. But the -- the
overal |l supervisory coverage for that will be fromthe

gover nnment si de.
Q Wul d that be Ms. Soltani?
A Subordi nates of -- of Ms. Soltani.
Q And is the reason why PSCs are bei ng brought
on to broadcast in Russian because the Russian
| anguage service full-tinme enpl oyees have been RIF-ed?
M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.
THE W TNESS: Yeah, | -- | can't answer
t hat .
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BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Do you know whet her any Russi an | anguage
enpl oyees have been Rl F-ed?
A | don't know. | -- | do know, and | w |

say that anong the other issues |'ve outlined with the
Agency's security, there have been issues with, for

| ack of a better term |ax vetting of sone of the
Russi an | anguage service personnel. So we're being a
bit nore deliberative and careful in -- in screening
new Russi an | anguage i ndi vi dual s.

Q Who actually nmade the decision to staff the
Russi an broadcasti ng operations noving forward with
only PSCs?

A It --

MS. STOUT: Object to form
m scharacterizes the testinony to the extent that all
people in the Russian | anguage service will be PSCs.
THE W TNESS: Yeah, it -- it was nore
of a -- it was nore of a -- a -- the conclusion of a
process of, you know, that nobody -- there was not a
preenptive decision. There -- there was not a

deci sion that preenpted process to, say, go hire PSCs.
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It was a -- there was a deliberative
process in howto -- how to staff and effectuate the

requirenment. And that |led to the conclusion that PSCs
woul d be the best option.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Okay. And just to sort up any confusion
fromthe | ast question, because | didn't think I
m sstated any testinony, but | want to nake sure | got
it clear. WIIl there be full-tinme enployee
journalists or technical staff working on the Russian
br oadcasti ng noving forward, or just PSCs, or
sonet hi ng el se?

A Just PSCs on the -- the content and

broadcasting side. But there will be, you know,
govies, let's say, or a govie supervising the -- the
overall effort. Yeah. And there nust be; there --

there has to be. You know, you can't have contractors
supervi sing operations for the -- the federal
gover nnent .

Q Why not ?

A Because they don't have the |egal authority

and accountability to -- to do so.
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Q So beyond the four |anguage services we've
di scussed that are currently being broadcast as we sit
here today, that's Mandarin, Persian, Pashto, and
Dari, and possible future broadcast in North Korea and
Russia, is there any plan for OA to produce any other
| anguage content?

MS. STOUT: And I'Il object to the
extent that this question -- or the answer that you
give would require you to reveal attorney-client
conmuni cati ons, whether it be USAGM or the Depart nent
of Justice, | would instruct you not to answer. But
if you know a plan separate and apart from any
di scussions that you had with your attorneys, then you
can answer.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Hol d on. | mean, |'m asking about the
Agency's plan. |'m not asking about what |awers have
told you to do. So I'm asking about plans that the
Agency has -- decisions the Agency has made so --

A To broadcast in | anguages other than the
ones we've discussed, including Russian and Korean?

Q That's correct.
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A No.

Q | s the Persian | anguage broadcast still
operating in a, sort of, surge capacity?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | ack of
foundati on, and vague.
THE W TNESS: | nean, it's -- it's at

its steady state operational |evel right now That
| evel, in part, was due to personnel that were brought
on as a result of the surge. | know this, but -- but
|"'mnot -- | guess |I'mnot sure what you're -- what
you're getting at. Therefore, |'mnot sure |I'm
answering the question well.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q That's fair. Is it still a surge or are
t hey staying, in other words?

A No, | nean, you -- you effectively surge,
you know, once. And if you maintain those staffing
| evels, then it's not a surge anynore. |It's just the
staffing |l evels as they are.

Q Are the plans -- are there any plans to
decrease those staffing levels in the Persian service

fromthe levels they're at now as a result of the
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surge?

MS. STOUT: (Object to form |ack of
f oundat i on.

THE WTNESS: No plans to do so.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q What about Mandarin | anguage broadcasti ng?
|s there any plan to decrease the | evel of
broadcasting that is currently happening in Mandarin?

MS. STOUT: Object to form | ack of
f oundat i on.

THE WTNESS: No plan to do so.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q And Af ghani stan broadcasting in Pashto and
Dari; is there any plan to reduce broadcasting from
the 30 m nutes conbined per day that is currently
happeni ng?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | ack of
f oundat i on.

THE WTNESS: No plan to do so.

MR. BOURLAND: Okay. Should we take a
| unch break?

M5. STOUT: Alittle bit.
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MR. BOURLAND: Let's do it.

THE REPORTER: Okay. It is 12:58 p.m,
and we are now off the record.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: This marks the end
of media unit No. 3. Going off the record. The tine
Is 12:58 p. m

(OFf the record.)

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: This marks the
begi nning of nmedia unit No. 4. oing back on the
record. The tinme is 13:43 p. m
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Al right, M. Wvco. W just had a break
for lunch, and are back on the record now. Before we
left, we were tal king about plans to resune
broadcasting to North Korea and Russia. Do you

remenber that testinony generally?

A | do.
Q Okay. | believe your testinony -- again,
correct ne if I"'mwong -- was that the ultimte

deci si on maker on those two points was Ms. Lake; is
that right?
A Yes.
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Q And again, |'mjust going off the top of ny
head; not trying to quote you, so again, correct me if
|'"'mwong. But | believe you had testified that this
was the result of an internal deliberation that you
were also part of; is that right?

A Yes.

Q Was anyone outside of the Agency part of
t hat deci si on maki ng process? Not tal king about
| awyers, of course, |I'mjust asking about anyone el se.

A No.

Q Anyone fromthe White House?

MS. STOUT: Objection to the extent
that this would inplicate executive privilege.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Just a yes or no question at this point.

Not about the content of any conversations.
MS. STOUT: And al so object to asked
and answer ed.
THE W TNESS: Not to ny know edge.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q And | believe you testified earlier that

Voi ce of Anerica is currently not broadcasting by
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radio or television in Mandarin; is that right?
MS. STOQUT: Objection; asked and

answer ed.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Just to reorient us?

A As answered previously, no.

Q Do you know why Voice of America is not
currently broadcasting in Mandarin -- in -- via radio

or tel evision?

A No.

Q Has anyone ever given you an explanation?

A No, nor have | ever sought one.

Q Did you play a role in making that decision?

M5. STOUT: Objection as to vague as

what decision we're tal king about.
BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q To not broadcast in Mandarin by radio or
tel evi sion?

A No.

Q And what about Persian broadcasting; do you
know why Voice of Anmerica is not broadcasting by radio

or television in Farsi?
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A No.

Q Did you participate in the decision not to
broadcast in television -- via television or radio in
Farsi ?

MS. STOUT: (Objection; |ack of
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Yeah, well, we do not
broadcast in radio. | was not part of that decision.

Those are left to the professionals in VOA. And we do

carry direct-to-TV satellite coverage to Iran.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Thank you for that clarification. All

right. Do you know - -

do

A Direct-to-honme. |'msorry.

Q Yeah. No, please.

A Direct-to-hone satellite coverage, yeah.

Q Thank you. | didn't nean to cut you off.

Al right. Are you aware of how much noney

Congress appropriated to VOA for this fiscal year;
you know?

A No.

Q Let's | ook, just --
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A Not that | recall

Q Fair enough. Let's look briefly at M.
Lake's declaration again. | believe we marked that as
Wico Exhibit 3, and you can turn to page 9. And at
the bottom of that page there is paragraph No. 28,
where Ms. Lake said, "USAGM received 260.032 mllion
i n appropriated funding for fiscal year 2025 for VOA,
and plans to use approximately 232.19 mllion as of
August 8, 2025, of that total ampunt to fulfill VOA's
above di scussed statutory adm ssions."

Did | read that correctly?

A Yes, you did. And to clarify, I'm-- |I'm
famliar with these nunbers.

Q Okay. That was going to be my next
guesti on.

A They' ve cone out of the menory hole.

Q Okay. So you have | earned before that
Congress had appropriate around $260 mllion to VOA
for this fiscal year; right?

A Yes.

Q Okay. |In your opinion as a nanager at the

Agency, is voice of Anerica's current |evel of
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progranmm ng and broadcasting consistent with that
| evel of funding that was appropriated?

MS. STOUT: Objection; |ack of
foundation. Objection as to -- vague as to
"consistent."

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q You can answer.

A | nmean, within those amobunts, we're able to
broadcast to the statutory m ni num requirenment.

Q s it your understanding that when Congress
appropriated around $260 mllion to VOA for this
fiscal year, the expectation was the VOA woul d
broadcast to the statutory m ninmum required?

MS. STOUT: (Objection; |ack of
foundation and calls for specul ation.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q You can answer.

A | don't know that. All -- all of that
woul d' ve happened before | arrived.

Q Based on your understandi ng of how staffing
wor ks at the Agency and being involved in those

decisions, is it your opinion that VOA coul d broadcast
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nore content with the $260 mllion that have been
appropriated at the Agency for this fiscal year?

MS. STOUT: Objection; |ack of
foundation, calls for specul ation, m scharacterizes
prior testinmony with respect to his involvenent in
per sonnel deci sions.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q You can answer.
A Re- ask the question, please?
Q "1l ask it in a nmuch nore sinple way.

Wul d the funds that Congress appropriated to the VOA
for this year, could VOA be broadcasting nore than it
Is right now?
MS. STOUT: (Objection; |ack of
foundation and calls for specul ation.
THE W TNESS: Yeah, it -- it's -- it is
specul atory, if you want to hear that.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Based on your experience and your know edge
of the Agency?
A | -- | can't foresee what events on the

ground may drive the Agency to report differently
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vol une and content wise. So it's -- it's hard for ne
to make that determ nation.

Q Sure. And I'm not asking about whether it
wi |l happen or not. |'m asking about whether at the
current funding level of $260 mllion for this fiscal
year, that budget would allow for nore broadcasting
than is currently happening at VOA?

M5. STOUT: Objection; |ack of
foundati on, asked and answered, calls for specul ation.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q You can answer.

A | -- I can't answer authoritatively on how
t hose amobunts woul d affect our ability to broadcast.
A l ot of other things any agency or departnent has to
do besides its primary m ssion to support things. So
how noney gets noved around for that, | -- | just
can't specul at e.

Q | nmean, a |arge anount of that $260 million
i's being used and has been used this year to pay nmany
enpl oyees to not work on adm nistrative | eave; right?

MS. STOUT: Objection; |ack of

foundati on, and objection, vague as to "large anount."
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THE W TNESS: Yeah.
BY MR, BOURLAND:
Q You can answer.
A Enpl oyees on adm nistrative | eave get paid.

Q And they're not working; right, when they're
on adm nistrative | eave, by definition?
A By definition, when they are sitting at hone
on adm ni strative | eave, no, they're not working.
Q But they are getting paid; yes?
MS. STOUT: (Objection; asked and
answer ed.
BY MR, BOURLAND:
Q You can answer.
A Yes, they're getting paid.
Q Okay. And they could have instead been
wor ki ng and broadcasti ng nore content; yes?
MS. STOUT: Objection; |ack of
f oundat i on.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q You can answer.
MS. STOQUT: And calls for speculation.
THE W TNESS: No, they couldn't have,
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because they were put on admnistrative | eave.
BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q Well, that was a decision by the Agency to
do that; right?

MS. STOUT: (Objection; |ack of
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: The deci sion was nmade to
put them on adm nistrative | eave. Therefore they --
no, they could not have worked.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Okay. Also in your declaration, let's turn
back to that, which I think is Exhibit 2. You discuss
in here, and I'll draw your attention to it in a
second; | want to make sure | get the phrasing right.
So in paragraph 13, there's sonething referred to as
the 50 US States Program And in paragraph 16,
there's sonething referred to as the 50 US States
Initiative. Do you renmenber inserting that in your
decl aration here, or including that rather?

A Thirteen and 167

Q Twel ve and 16.

A Okay.
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Q There's reference to the 50 US States
Program and 50 US States Initiative. And let nme just
re-ask the question, because | feel like we've -- |'ve
muddi ed it up now.

But there's a mention in these two
par agraphs, in paragraph 12 and paragraph 16, of a 50
US States Programor Initiative. Do you renenber
i ncluding that in your declaration?

A Yes.

Q What is that?

A Specifically what is ny nenory or -- or what
is the progranf

Q Well, you put it in the declaration; what
did you nean by 50 US States Progrant?

A Okay. Wthout reference to the statute,
there has |l ong existed a statutory requirenent,
| argely ignored by the Agency, for -- for several
decades, to report -- to provide content that
hi ghl i ghts and details each of the 50 states
i ndividually. That statutory requirenent has never
been fulfill ed.

The |l ast ful sone effort to -- to do so was
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in the md- to late-nineties. And in fact, Victor
Moral es hinself was within the editorial's office or
in the office that was asked to inplenent this, and a
plan -- it was a | ast neani ngful plan that was conme up
with, and it was never inplenented by the Agency.

They basically decided not to do it.

So as we were exani ning neeting mnimm
statutory requirenents, we did it fully; not -- not
just for things that were already being done, but for
statutory requirenents that weren't being fulfilled.
This was one of them This USAGV the Broadcasting
Board of Governors Voice of America, had for over 30
years willfully ignored a statutory requirenent. So
we are, for the first tinme in all those years,
reinstituting this.

And we're working on -- the -- the VOA' s
wor ki ng on the content devel opnment for those who
think -- for the 50 states, things that you see on TV,
you know, "Welcone to North Carolina. This is our --
t hese are our wonderful business opportunities,"”
tourism other things that highlight each of the 50

st at es.
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So we're -- we are in the process of
reachi ng agreenents, licensing agreenents with -- with
each of the states in order to use their -- basically,
their -- their public affairs information on the

states. Then have those rendered into the | anguages
that we covered -- we cover, and then nostly, via
digital, transmtted out.

To -- sort of, to get this started, becaus

e

there was license free content avail able, the USA 250

content that you see addressed has been used to the

extent that it highlights, you know, news, history

and -- and whatnot on either individual states or
groups of states. So -- but that is underway, and we
are -- we are going to fulfill that -- that

requi rement.
Q Has that been fulfilled yet?
A Just in part, with sone of the USA 250

stuff, we -- we were eager to get -- get started wt
it. As you see here, our -- our -- we've -- our --
our GC shop right nowis in -- is finalizing. In

fact, it's been delivered to the -- to the provider

i censing agreenment with Brand USA' s nedi a val et

h

a
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system as it said here. And they actually manage
that content for all 50 states, that type of content.
So that MOU basically is -- has been finalized, and
it's just awaiting counter signature by Brand USA
right now. As soon as that happens, we're going to
start running their content.

Q As we sit here, currently, is the Agency
broadcasting content on all 50 US states?

A No.

Q And is the plan to translate this content
into the four |anguages that VOA is currently
br oadcasti ng?

M5. STOUT: Objection; |ack of
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: And -- and you nay have
mssed it; | just stated that. Yeah, that's the
intent, to render it in the |anguages that we're
br oadcasting in.

BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q And that would be the four that you're
currently broadcasting in; is that right?

A Yes.
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Q | n paragraph 15 of your decl aration, you
said, "We are currently organizing links to YouTube
vi deos of state tourism and other channels so that
they may be reposted on our digital platforns, and
shoul d begi n posting those sonetinme during the week of
June 30, 2025." That's what it says here; right?

A That is in progress, yeah. That's correct.

Q Okay. And the licensing that you were
tal ki ng about to get specific content, is that the
same thing as the links to YouTube videos you're

tal ki ng about here, or is that sonmething different?

A The licensing | was referring to earlier,
the -- the perm ssions nenorandum no, | was referring
to Brands USA specifically, that -- that devel ops and

mai nt ai ns content actually on all 50 states, sort of a
one-stop shop.

Q s VOA currently reposting or broadcasting
any of this content in the YouTube videos referred to
i n paragraph 15 of your declaration?

MS. STOUT: (Objection; |ack of
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Yeah, and | -- | believe

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N o g b~ w N P

N NN R R R R R R R R R R
N P O © O N O OO » W N B O

Case 1:25-cv-01015-RCL  Document 169 Filed 11/19/25 Page 191 of 331

Page 188

| answered that already, but the answer is no. W're
not reposting that YouTube content quite yet, because
before we grab a YouTube video that is put out by the
state of California or the, you know, the state of
Mont ana, we have to discuss with the public affairs
officers within -- typically, within the secretary of
state in each of those states to ensure that we've got
perm ssion to do so.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q | s that process underway?
A It is.
Q Here in your declaration, in that sanme

par agraph 15, you stated that "this process of
reposting links to YouTube videos of state tourism
channel s should begin -- you should -- it should begin
posting sonmetime during the week of June 30, 2025."

That's what it says; right?

A [ No audi bl e response. |

Q Let nme just get that answer first.
A Yes, |I'msorry.

Q That's what it says here; right?
A Yes.
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Q Okay. June 30, 2025, has passed and it
sounds like this hasn't happened yet; do you know why
that is?

A lt's --

MS. STOUT: (Objection; |ack of
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: My apol ogi es.

Yeah, it's admnistrative. |It's just
taken | onger than we antici pated.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q s that due to staffing capacity?

MS. STOUT: Cbj ection; | ack of
foundation and calls for specul ati on.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q I f you know?
A No.
Q It's not due to staffing capacity?

MS. STOUT: Sane objection; |ack of
foundation and calls for specul ation.

THE WTNESS: No, it can still be
fulfilled with present staff.

I
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BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q So what is, just so | understand, what is
the cause of the delay for |lack of a better word?

M5. STOUT: Objection; |ack of
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Yep. It has just taken
| onger than originally estimated. There -- there were
early indications fromour business devel opnment team
that the reposting of YouTube content would be nuch
qui cker than it turned out to be. So that provided a,
you know, a |level of optimsmthat turned out not to
be the case because of |icensing.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Al right. Let's turn back to what we're
still looking at, your declaration. Again, | just
want to -- the date of that is June 27, 2025? That's
when it was submitted to the Court; right?

A Yes.

Q Are you aware that |l ess than two weeks
| ater, on July 8th, the Court in this case issued an
or der?

MS. STOUT: Objection; |ack of
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f oundat i on.
BY MR, BOURLAND:
Q Are you famliar with that order?
A | would need nore detail to jog ny nmenory on
t he order.
Q Fair enough. There have been many. So |et
me put it in front of you here. [1'll get it marked.
THE REPORTER: Let nme just -- this is
4; right?
MR. BOURLAND: Correct, yes. Thank
you.

(Wico Exhibit 4 was marked for
i dentification.)
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Al right. So you've just been handed, M.
Wico, what has been marked -- or you're about to be
handed what's been marked as Wico Exhibit 4. Now t hat
you have it in front of you, I'Il ask you the sane
guestion again after you have a second to just
famliarize yourself with what you've been handed.
Well, let ne know when you've had a second to | ook at

it. You don't have to read the whole thing right now.
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"1l ask you sone specific questions, but et ne know
when you're done having a | ook.

A | amfamliar with this docunent.

Q This is an order that the Court issued on
July 8th of this year; right?

A Yes.

Q And you just said you're famliar with this
docunent. Have you seen it before?
Yes.
Did you see it in July, after it was issued?

Yes.

O >» O »

I n what context did you see it?

M5. STOUT: And I'll object; to the
extent that the context includes conversations wth
your attorneys inside of the Agency or at the
Departnent of Justice, | instruct you not to answer to
the extent it's based on those conversations. But if
your context is separate and apart fromthose
conversations, then you may answer.

THE W TNESS: No, it is not. It's al
under | egal conversations -- |egal discussions.

I
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BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Well, I"'m-- |I"mnot asking you about
comruni cations with counsel. The fact of this order

exi sting and whether it was shared by counsel or not
is not privileged. Was it -- did counsel show you
this docunment? |'m not asking for their advice or
their interpretation of it; whether it was showed to
you by counsel in July?

A | don't recall who brought it to ny
attention that it had been issued.

Q Okay. Did you discuss this order with Ms.
Lake?

A Yes.

Q And what was the subject of that discussion?

M5. STOUT: And I'll object; to the

extent that counsel was present during those
di scussions with Ms. Lake, | would instruct you not to
answer, to the extent those conversations were with
counsel and privileged by the attorney-client
privilege. But if you had conversations with Ms. Lake
separate from counsel, either at the Departnent of

Justice or the Agency, you may answer and tal k about
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t hose separate conversations that were al so not based
on | egal advice given by counsel.

And | also not -- instruct you not to
answer to the extent that you would reveal any |egal
advi ce that was given or discussed by -- Ms. Lake in
your separate conversations.

THE W TNESS: (Okay, under st ood.

| can't answer, therefore.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Did you have any conversations about this
order with Ms. Lake w thout counsel present?

A No, not that | recall

Q Have you had any conversations about this
order with anyone w thout counsel present?

A Per haps, but with the caveat that it --
t hose conversati ons woul d've been in, again, technical
information as we fornul ated a response to the order,
but beyond that, no.

Q Okay. This particular order, dated July 8,
"25, was issued after you had submtted your
declaration in this case; right?

A Repeat that, please?
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Q Sure. Your declaration was submtted on
June 27th; right?
A Yes.
Q And this order came down fromthe Court on

July 8th, after your declaration was submtted; right?
A Yes.
Q Okay. Let's turn to the second page of the
order that's Wico Exhibit 4. One second. There's
a --
THE WTNESS: May | -- |I'msorry.
MR. BOURLAND: OF course.
THE WTNESS: May | ask an
adm ni strative question?
MR. BOURLAND: Sure.
THE W TNESS: Wuld it be possible to
| ower the -- the air? Unless it -- am| the --
MS. DOTZEL: Are you hot or cold?
THE W TNESS: | am hot.
MS. DOTZEL: Ckay.
THE WTNESS: | amhot. It's hot.
Seens hot in here. Mybe it's 'cause | just ate.

MR. BOURLAND: | -- 1 run hot and am
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al ways hot too so --

MS. DOTZEL: |'m not supposed to do
this.

THE W TNESS: Uh-oh.

MR. BOURLAND: We don't tell anyone.

MS. DOTZEL: Don't tell anyone.

MR. BOURLAND: It is on the record, but
we won't tell anyone.

THE W TNESS: M. Wigo gets hot after
| unch; digestive process.

MR. BOURLAND: |I'min the sane boat.
|'"'mglad you said it.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Al right. Turning to Exhibit 4, the July
8th order, and going to page 2, I'"'mgoing to read from
the mddle of the page. There's, sort of, a
st andal one sentence here, and it says, "The Court,
havi ng now reviewed all filings, is still unable to
get a clear picture of how VOA is operating or how the
Agency plans to operate VOA noving forward."

Did | read that correctly?

A Yes.
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Q Were you aware of this conclusion by the
Court as stated here in this quote | just read you
after the order was issued?

M5. STOUT: Objection to the extent
that you're calling for a | egal conclusion here ab
the Court's findings.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Just asking whether you're aware of it;
i f you agree.

A Yes, | was aware of it, after | read it.
Yeabh.

Q And this -- the Court came to this
conclusion after you and others had submtted
decl arations; right?

MS. STOUT: (Objection to the extent
this calls for any kind of comrunications that wou
inplicate attorney-client privilege or any kind of
| egal concl usion about how the Court arrived at it
findi ngs.

BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q "' m not asking for anything privil eged;

sequencing. This -- the Court canme to this

out

not

| d

S

j ust
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conclusion, put it in a printed order after your
decl aration was submtted to the Court and others;
ri ght?

A By date? Yes.

Q Okay. So that necessarily nmeans that the
Court, after review ng your declaration and the others
that were submtted, was, "still unable to get a clear
pi cture of how VOA was operating”; right?

M5. STOUT: Objection; |ack of
foundation, and ask -- calls for |egal concl usion.
This question is explicitly calling for, you know, the
witness to get inside the Court's mnd and its
rati onal e behind its decision.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q You can answer the question.

A Ask the question again, please?

Q Sure. The Court cane to this concl usion
that it was still unable to get a clear picture of how

VOA is operating or how the Agency plans to operate
VOA noving forward after review ng your decl aration;
ri ght?

MS. STOUT: Objection; sanme objection,
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| acks foundation and also calls for specul ati on.

THE WTNESS: That's right. | -- 1
have no idea of whether the Court or the Judge canme to
this conclusion because they read ny declaration.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Fair enough. After reading this in the
order in July, did you submt another declaration?

A No.

Q Did you feel that there were any additional
facts that you needed to provide to provide the
m ssing information in the Court -- as the Court had
det erm ned was m ssi ng?

M5. STOUT: Objection as to -- vague as
to whether you're asking for a | egal conclusion
about --

MR. BOURLAND: No.

BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q The Court said that "still unable to get a
clear picture.” Did you feel that you needed to
submt another deposition -- declaration to nake that

picture nore clear? Let me put it that way.

M5. STOUT: And I'malso going to
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object to the extent that this -- any kind of strategy
or legal strategy, to the extent it inplicates

conmuni cations that you've had with your attorney, |
woul d instruct you not to answer; whether your
attorneys at USAGM or the Departnent of Justice, and

i ke, the best legal strategy to go forward with this

in response to this order, 1'd instruct you not to
answer .

MR. BOURLAND: | don't want to tread on
any of that. |'m not asking about any of that.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q | ' m aski ng about your reaction to this
sentence that you said you read back in July after you
submtted a declaration; did you feel you needed to
submt nore information? That's all |'m asking.

MR. KHQIJASTEH: Just to be clear,

Counsel, and | apol ogi ze for double team ng. Wen you

say, "you," you're --
MR. BOURLAND: This guy, M. Wico only.
MR. KHQJASTEH: Yeah. So | just think
for the purpose of -- because we had this issue with

the | ast deposition, "you" being the Agency or the --
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MR. BOURLAND: | under st and.
MR. KHOQJASTEH. If you're asking about
his specific --
MR. BOURLAND: | understand at this
poi nt .
MR. KHOQJASTEH. -- just craft the
| anguage that way.
BY MR, BOURLAND:
Q Okay. The entire day, when | use the word

you," I"'musing it in the dictionary definition as in
M. Wico. I'mnot referring to anything else; I'm
just asking about you personally.

You read this order fromthe Court in July;

right?

A Yes.

Q It was after you had al ready submtted your
declaration; right? |I'mjust trying to do this as

cleanly as possible. That's right; right?

A Correct.

Q After reading this, know ng your declaration
had al ready been before the Court, did you feel you

had nore facts that you needed to provide the Court?
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MS. STOUT: (Objection; |ack of
foundation, and also to the extent it calls for |egal
concl usi on.

THE W TNESS: Yeah, it's -- all of that
is under attorney-client privilege. As for ny
opinion, | didn't have an opinion one way or the
ot her. No, I'mnot qualified to -- to do that.

BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Did you offer to submt another declaration
after this order canme down?

MS. STOUT: Obj ection; to the extent
this call is for communications that you m ght have
had with your attorneys inside the Agency or the
Departnent of Justice, and whether you comuni cated
about whether nore informati on would need to be
provided, | would instruct you not to answer.

THE W TNESS: To the best of ny
know edge, any such di scussion was in the presence of
counsel .

MR. BOURLAND: Okay.

THE W TNESS: Regardl ess of who el se

may have been present.
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BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Did you offer to Ms. Lake to submt anot her
decl arati on? Not tal king about conversations with
counsel .

A There -- after a process, | think there was
a determ nation that another declaration would be
submtted. Part of that process is deciding who's
going to submt the declaration. But as far as
canvassing, that -- that wasn't part of the
concl usi on.

Q Okay. Are you aware that this order from
July 8th refers to your declaration specifically?

A Repeat that, please?

Q Sure. Are you aware that this order from
the Court on July 8th refers to your declaration
specifically?

MS. STOUT: Counsel, it m ght be easier

to point -- are you referring to a specific section?
MR. BOURLAND: |'m just asking about
hi s knowl edge first, so I'll point it out.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q But sitting here today, having reviewed this
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docunent in the past, are you aware that your
declaration is nmentioned in this order? That's all
| ' m aski ng.

A |"maware that it's nmentioned.

Q Thank you. Al right. One second.

All right. 1'd like for you to pl ease
review t he one paragraph that starts with the words,
“for exanple" --

A On page?

Q On page 2, about the m dway point there.
"For exanple, the defendants cite," is what it says.
And t hat paragraph ends at the top of page 3. And
just et me know when you're done reading it.

A Okay.

Q Al right. You just had a chance to review
t hat paragraph |I referenced?

A Yes.

Q Al right. |Is there anything in this
paragraph that the Court wote here that you believe
IS not accurate? Let ne start with that.

MS. STOQUT: Objection; calls for |egal

conclusion. And al so, the docunent speaks for itself.
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It's inproper to ask the witness to opine on --

MR. BOURLAND: That's a speaking
objection. Can we let -- just limt it, please?

MR. KHQJASTEH. Don't interrupt her.

M5. STOUT: 1'Ill rest on the --

MR. KHOJASTEH:. You | aughi ng about
that? You think it's -- you think it's appropriate --

MR. BOURLAND: Hol d on.

MR. KHOQJASTEH. -- for counsel to be
interrupting her? Counsel, | nean, you're a big nman
over there. |If you think it's worth | aughi ng about --

MR. BOURLAND: This is not appropriate.

MR. KHQJASTEH: | get it. | agree.

MR. SEIDE: | nove to strike Counsel's
comrent .

MR. BOURLAND: Stop. Everyone, stop.
We don't need to do this, please.

MR. KHQJASTEH: Let her nmmke her
obj ecti on.

MR. BOURLAND: I|I'msorry | interrupted
you. Go ahead.

M5. STOUT: All right. M objection is
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that the docunent speaks for itself and that this
gquestion asks the witness to make a | egal concl usion
about the Court's rationale.

MR. BOURLAND: Okay.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q ' m not asking you to make any | egal
conclusions. |'m asking you whether the facts stated
in this paragraph, if there's any of themthat you --
that are, in your mnd, are not accurate? That's all;

t hat was ny question.

A First of all, to -- to be clear --

Q Yes.

A -- not being a |l awer nyself --

Q Of course.

A -- and we've discussed ny education, | -- |

am not qualified even to detern ne whether or not
you're asking ne to nake a | egal conclusion. There,
you know, | -- | my w nd up maki ng a quasi or
i ncorrect |egal conclusion just by the nature of your
guesti on.

Q That's what the objections are for so --

A | under st and.
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Q Okay. | still do need an answer to ny
gquestion though. | can -- we can read it back.
A Ask the question -- would you please --
Q Sur e.
A -- ask the question again?

Q The paragraph that we -- that you just
reviewed, that | had asked you to review, starting at
t he bottom of page 2, in the Court's July 8th order,
Is there anything that is stated in that paragraph
t hat you believe is inaccurate? That's it.

M5. STOUT: And I'll -- to maintain the
obj ection, for the record, |I'll make the sane
obj ection, and ask that any answer you give beyond
your i ndependent know edge, not about commruni cati ons
you' ve had wth your counsel or attorneys, but based
on your independent understandi ng, based on the facts
on the page, you can answer to that extent.

THE W TNESS: Okay. Let ne -- let ne
reread.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Sure.

A Differentiati ng between what | said, these
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par agraphs and what is mne, and what the Court said,

whi ch statenments by the Court are you asking nme to

opi ne on?

Q | was just referring to anything in this
par agr aph.

A | -- I would need sonething nore specific.

Q Okay. We can go through it. That's a
totally fair clarification. It starts by saying --
and it's listing as an exanple of how the Court is
unable to get a clear picture of how VOA is operating
or its plans to operate noving forward.

And then it starts, "For exanple,” |I'm
quoting, "the defendants cite VOA's ranped-up Persian
news progranmmng in the aftermath of recent Israeli
airstrikes against Iran as a successful denonstration
of VOA's capacity to report the news."

That first sentence there, do you understand
that to nmean the sanme surge operation you and | tal ked
about in the aftermath of the Israeli airstrikes?

A You nmean the -- the second sentence? The

first sentence being, "The Court having now revi ewed

all filings"?
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Q The second sentence, yes.
A Okay.
Q Thank you.
A Yeah, that was the sanme surge operation

di scussed in ny declaration.

Q Okay. And then after that, there's a cite
to a brief fromthe governnent that, obviously, you
did not wite; |I'm asking you about that. But after
that, there's a cite to Wico decl aration, paragraph 4,
referring -- and |I'mquoting, referring to the
coverage as a "surge operation that was highly
successful." That's a quote from your decl aration;
right?

A Correct.

Q Okay. And that's accurate as quoted there?
A It is.
Q It then went on to say, "The defendants

enphasi zed their ability to 'exercise recalls as
appropriate'"?

A Where are we? |'msorry.

Q Yeah, in the mddle of that paragraph

after --
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A "The defendants -- defendants enphasi ze

Q Exactly, yes.
A Okay.

"Il start again fromthere, just so it's
clean on the record. "The defendants enphasize their
ability to 'exercise recalls as appropriate' and
mai ntain their, 'access to critical talent,' to carry
out operations as needed." That also was quoting
pi eces of your declaration at paragraph 4 and 20;
ri ght?

A | would have to |look at ny -- the -- the

quot ed sections, the words "access to critical

talent" --

Q Yes.

A Yeah, that's a |lift from ny decl arati on.
Yes.

Q Right? That is quoted from your
decl arati on; yes?

A | would have to see if the remaining portion
of the sentence, "to carry out operations as needed"

was al so frommy docunent. | don't recall that.
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| don't believe it is --
And | don't understand why --
-- for what it's worth.

> O >» O

-- that's why it's not in quotation. So I'm

Q Exact|y.

A -- | can't -- | can't speak to anything that
I's outside of the quotation marks.

Q Okay. Fair enough. In other words, the
Court quoting your declaration recalled how you had
submtted a declaration about the surge operation in
| ran; yes?

M5. STOUT: Objection; mscharacterizes
the testinony and the docunent.

THE WTNESS: | did not submt a
decl arati on about the surge operation. | submtted a
decl arati on about a great number of things. The surge
operation was a -- a small part of the overal
decl arati on.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q But it was in your declaration, and the

Court was quoting fromthat part of it; is that fair?
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A Correct. And I -- | want to reenphasize
t hat any words that are outside of quotations, in ny
opi nion, are assunptive of the Court, and are not ny
wor ds.

Q The Court then continued -- and |' mjust
going to quote fromthis part, "But at the sanme tine,
the defendants al so attached their subm ssion to
Congress on June 3rd showing their intent to fire
those very Persian news network staffers as part of
t he i npendi ng reduction in force (RIF)." That's what

t he next sentence says; right?

A That's what the sentence says, yes.

Q Are you aware of this June 3rd subm ssion to
Congr ess?

A | am

Q What was that, generally?
A Well, it certainly did not use the word
“fire."
Q What did that notification -- what was it
descri bing to Congress?
MS. STOUT: Objection; |ack of

foundation. | would request that if we're going to
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di scuss a docunent, the wi tness be presented with that

docunent to ensure accurate testinony.
THE W TNESS: Yeah.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q You did say you're famliar with that

docunent; right?

A I'"'mfamliar that the docunent was
submtted. | was not involved in the -- the drafting
or | didn't even review or edit the docunent so --

Q Let's ook at it.

A -- nmy famliarity ends with that; yes, that
docunent exi sts.

Q You' ve just been handed an exhi bit that has
been marked as Wico Exhibit 5.

(Wico Exhibit 5 was marked for
identification.)
Do you recogni ze that docunment ?

A | do. It looks |ike the sane cover letter
and attachnent that was provided earlier.

Q This is the June 3rd letter to Congress, a

notification to Senator Lindsey G aham right?

A Correct.
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Q And | believe just nonments ago you said you
were famliar with this docunent generally, so you
have seen it before; is that right?

A Correct.

Q Was this letter commnicating to Congress
that there was planned Rl Fs at USAGW?

A Repeat that?

Q Was this letter communi cating to Congress
that there were planned Rl Fs at USAGW?

MS. STOUT: (Objection; the docunent
speaks for itself.
BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q s that right?

A | will abide by the objection, and repeat
that the docunent speaks for itself.

Q Well, you're famliar with this docunent.
| ' m aski ng you what it says; not to quote it, but what
it means. This docunent was comruni cating to Congress
that RIFS were planned at USAGM right?

MS. STOUT: (Objection; |ack of
f oundat i on.

I
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BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q You can answer.
A Let me -- let nme read over it again, please.
Q Sur e.
A | -- 1 -- again, | -- 1 don't see the term

"RIF" in here, or "reduction in force" in here. I
certainly don't see the word "fire" in here, so|l'm--
| can't -- | can't effectively answer that question.

Q So there's a nenp attached to the cover
letter; right?

A There is.

Q And | believe this has been referred to as a
USAGM statutory m ni mum meno or sonething |like that;
have you heard that phrase or term before to -- used
to refer to this docunent?

MS. STOUT: Objection; |ack of

f oundati on.

THE WTNESS: And | -- | believe we
di scussed this earlier in the -- during the session
and -- and I'mfamliar with this docunent.

BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Okay. |Is it fair to say that this docunent
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generally sketches out what the workforce is
anticipated to look |Iike at USAGM after reductions in
force?

M5. STOUT: Objection; mscharacterizes
the testinony and the docunent. |It's also vague as to
whether it's referring to the meno attached or the
|l etter up front.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Referring to the neno.

A Let me | ook at the nmenp again.

Q Sure.

A Okay. Again, | -- | see this as a

recommendati on for requirenments to neet the m nimum
statutory requirenents -- requirenments. Sorry for the
redundancy. But | don't see anything in here that
references "reductions in force" or "fire."

Q Sure. Well, let nme bring your attention to
the first page of the menop, which is page 2 of this
exhibit. 1It's the black and white second page there.
Yeah, exactly.

And it's addressed to the Ofice of CEO at

USAGM and there's an executive summry. And let's
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just read through it together so we're on the sane
page. It says: "Executive sunmmary recommendati on.
Based on the President's executive order, the
recomendation is to retain all positions in the
Mam , Florida, and Marathon, Florida conpetitive
areas, (33 positions) based on the statutory

requi renments for Cuba Broadcasting. W also recomend
retaining the follow ng non SES positions fromthe
Washi ngton D.C. conpetitive area, totaling an
additional 35 positions:" -- and then, there's a
bul leted Iist.

"CEO and advi sory board executive secretary,
one position; Farsi |anguage, two positions; China
br oadcasting, two positions; Afghanistan, two
positions; VOA, 11 positions; engineering and
transm ssion, two positions; back office support, 15
positions.”

And the next sentence says: "All other
positions would be term nated. This would | eave USAGM
with 68 positions. This does not include current SES
staff of approximately 13, bringing the grand total to
81."
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Did | read that correctly?
A You read it correctly, yes.
Q Okay. So here it says, all other positions

in the ones listed above that sentence woul d be
term nated. That's what it says; right?

A It does say, "would be." It did not say,
"shall be" or "will be."

Q Okay. And "termnated,” that in this
context neans a RIF;, right?

MS. STOUT: (Objection; |ack of
foundation and calling for specul ati on about what the
docunent neans.

THE W TNESS: That's incorrect.

BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q How so0?

MS. STOUT: Objection; |ack of
foundation, and calls for specul ati on about what the
docunent neans.

THE WTNESS: It -- it does not discuss
RIF -- the RIF process at all.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q So what do you understand "term nated” to

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N o g b~ w N P

N NN R R R R R R R R R R
N P O © O N O OO » W N B O

Case 1:25-cv-01015-RCL  Document 169 Filed 11/19/25 Page 222 of 331

Page 219

mean in this context?
A | don't know - -

M5. STOUT: Objection --

THE WTNESS: Oh, I'msorry. Pl ease.

MS. STOUT: (Objection; to the extent
any of your understanding cones from or involves
conmuni cations that you had with your attorneys at
USAGM or at the Departnent of Justice, | would
i nstruct you not to answer to the extent your
under standi ng cones fromthat. |If you have a separate
and i ndependent understandi ng of this docunent and
what these words nean, then you can answer based on
t hat separate and i ndependent understandi ng.

THE W TNESS: Sure.

And -- and | believe |I nentioned this
earlier, these are two separate docunents; right?
They're -- they sort of look |ike one docunent, but
they're not; right? | wasn't here. | had not checked
pages 2, 3, 4 of this to include the -- the CN. |
was -- | wasn't here, | wasn't involved in that
process. | cannot speak to it authoritatively or even

specul atively.
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BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q In fact, this meno that you're referring to,
t he second part of this conbined docunent, was created
back in March, right before you were at the Agency?

MS. STOUT: (Objection; |ack of
f oundat i on.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q s that correct?

A That was certainly before I arrived, yes.

Q Okay. Let's turn back to the Court's order
at page 2, where we were before. Just for the record,
that's back to Wico Exhibit 4.

So we wal ked t hrough together how the Court
had di scussed your decl aration, about the pieces of
It, about the surge operation, and that at the sane
ti me Defendants had attached this subm ssion that we
just reviewed, Wico Exhibit 5 --

A My apol ogies. Could you start over?

Q Of course, yeah. 1'mgoing fast. | just
want to reorient us, so let ne just try to sunmari ze
where we were before.

Thi s paragraph that we were | ooking at in
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the Court's July 8th order, at first had cited and
di scussed that part of your declaration about the

surge operation in Iran; do you renmenber that?

A It inconpletely -- it inconpletely cited
pieces in -- portions of portions of pieces of ny
declaration. It -- it did not fully cite sections or
even conpl ete sentences of -- of ny declaration. |

just want to be clear on that.

Q Okay. Wthout getting into what sentences
are cited, just generally here, the first half of this
par agraph i s about the Persian surge operation; is
that fair?

M5. STOUT: Objection; asked and
answered, and m scharacterizes testinony.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q That topic is discussed in the first half of
t hat paragraph?

A It's mentioned in the first half of that
par agr aph.

Q Okay. And then the Court went on to discuss
this letter to Congress to Senator G aham which is
now Wico Exhibit 5, and noted that "the Agency had
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subm tted this docunent to Congress showi ng their
intent to fire those very Persian news network
staffers as part of the inpending reduction in force."
|"mjust reading right now fromthe bottom of page 2.
That's what it says next; right?

A That's what this docunent says.

Q Okay. Let me just read the | ast sentence of
t hat paragraph. It says, "Faced with this record, the
Court cannot rely on Defendants' |atest representation
of the Persian News Network 'surge operation' as any
nmeasure of conpliance."” That's what it says here;
ri ght?

A That's what it says, yes.

Q Were you aware of this conclusion fromthe
Court when this order was issued?

MS. STOQUT: Objection; asked and

answered and vague as to which concl usion.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
In this | ast sentence | just read.
Beginning with "faced with this record"?

That's correct.

> O >» O

| was aware of it after | read it.
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Q Back in July?
A Yes.
Q And I'mjust -- when | say "you," |'m

tal ki ng about you, not the Agency. But after reading
this conclusion, was there anything you personally did
at the Agency to respond to or address the concerns

hi ghlighted in that sentence?

M5. STOUT: Objection; to the extent
that your actions were influenced or made because of
conversations that you had with your attorneys,
whet her at the Agency or the Departnent of Justice, |
woul d instruct you not. To answer to the extent the
question can be answered w thout relying on any | egal
advi ce you m ght have received from!| awers or
communi cations that you had with | awers, you may
answer .

THE WTNESS: |'Il stick with that.
That's 100 percent accurate. There -- there was
not hi ng outsi de of the context of |egal consultations
that | --

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Well, if sonmething was influenced by
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counsel, it doesn't render the act itself privileged.
Was there any act you took after this order came down
t hat changed any course of action that you did at the
Agency?
MS. STOUT: Sane objection. | would
I nstruct you, to the extent your actions were directed
by counsel or done at the request, or based on the
| egal advice you received fromcounsel, | would
i nstruct you not to answer. |f your actions were
totally separate and i ndependent from any direction or
advi ce you received from counsel, then you may answer
to that extent.
THE W TNESS: Okay. Can you repeat the

question, please?
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q | am not asking you about any advice you
recei ved from counsel

A No -- just -- I"'msorry, just the question.

Q No -- this is nmy question. |'mjust
rephrasing it to try to address the privilege
concerns, because | don't want to hear anything a

| awyer told you. But separate and apart from anything
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a lawer told you, their specific | egal advice, which
is not what |'masking for, were there any actions you
took in response to this | ast sentence we read to
change any operations at USAGW?

M5. STOUT: | would nmake the sane
obj ection; to the extent your actions were directed by
or done on reliance of advice you received from
counsel, | would instruct you not to answer.

THE W TNESS: Under st ood.

The answer is no. There were no
actions that | took, in -- in -- specifically, in
response to this last section, | -- no.

MR. BOURLAND: Ckay. Just give nme one
second. | just have a couple nore questions about
this docunent, then we can take another short break.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Let's turn to page 4 of the same court
order. Again, this is the Court's July 8, '25 order,
Wico Exhibit 4. Let ne get to the right place here.
One second. All right. [|I'mgoing to read fromthe
order and then ask you a couple of questions.

Starting at "furthernore,"” it says:
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“"Furthernore, the suppl enental menorandum contai ns no
i nformati on on how' -- enphasis -- "the defendants
determ ned the activities it would undertake to
"restore VOA progranm ng such that USAGM fulfills its
statutory nmandate.' For exanple"” -- and I'mgoing to
go to the second exanple that's |isted here.

It says: "The defendants report that they're
br oadcasting shortwave from Greenville, South
Carolina, which '"signal blankets all Latin America and
t he Cari bbean,' but none of the four |anguages that
VOA has identified are even spoken in those regions.
The defendants have not explained this broadcasting
deci sion, which on its face appears irrational."”

Did | read that correctly?

A You read it correctly, yes.

Q | s Voice of America broadcasting to Latin
America via shortwave radi 0?

A No. Voice of America is not; the Ofice of
Cuba Broadcasting is.

Q And does the OCB broadcasting via shortwave,
does that reach other places in Latin America as well?

A It does.
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Q And is there content that's broadcast via
OBC that's intended for non-Cuban audi ences?

A OCB. Repeat the question, please?

Q Sure. |Is there content that's broadcast by
OCB that's intended for non-Cuban audi ences el sewhere
In Latin America?

A Yes. (Occasionally, there is content that
has to do with Latin Anmerican countries that are
within Cuba's influence block. So if thereis a -- a
story that is the result of any sort of political or
ot herwi se nexus between Havana and countries |ike
Venezuel a, Nicaragua, for instance, then yes, that's
reported on via OCB

Q Is VOA -- again, setting aside OCB, which of
course, Is a separate broadcaster -- is VOA
broadcasting currently anywhere in Spanish?

A No, but | would like to be clear that
al though the -- these docunents state a preference to

bi furcate VOA and OCB, operationally, we do not, and

we cannot.
Q How so?
A It's -- it's -- because the broadcast
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requi rements of our federal entities, that is OCB and
VOA, are synonynous with the, you know, with the
responsi bilities of the Agency overall. The m ssions
are different, but the carriage of -- of information
requi renents are very closely rel ated.

So -- and | -- | wll say based on ny past
experience at USAGM that this very serious
bi furcation that seens to be delineated in the Court's

response never entered our cal culus at the Agency

for -- for policy and information, you know,
broadcasting. So it's -- | understand that there's --
technically, they -- | get it. They're -- they're
saying, well, we didn't ask about OCB; we asked about
VOA.

Operationally, from an Agency standpoi nt
t hat oversees both federal entities, it would be
irrational to separate the two.
Q They have separate staff; right?
MS. STOUT: (Objection; |ack of
f oundat i on.
THE W TNESS: Yes and no. They have

separate staff, but the resource requirenents are
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fulfilled by -- by USAGV the overarching resource
requirenments.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q So what do you nmean by that? Just clarify
what you nmean by "resource requirenents.”

A Fundi ng for personnel, equipnent, software,
broadcast facilities. Those are shared managenent
services across all broadcast networks, federal
br oadcast networks within the -- the sanme ecosystem
So it's yes and no.

Q Al right. Turning back to the order, |
have one | ast section | want to go over, and then we
can take a short break. Again, the Court was |isting
exanples as it put it on how the defendants had
“failed to put forth information regarding the
activities it would undertake to restore VOA
progranm ng, such that USAGM fulfills a statutory
mandate." We | ooked at one exanple, which was --

A Where -- I'msorry, where are you?

Q Sur e.

A Sorry for interrupting.

Q

l"mstill on page 4.
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A Okay.

Q We had just tal ked about the exanple that's
|i sted second, which was Latin American broadcasting
with shortwave. Let's go to the third one; |'mjust
goi ng to quote again.

"The defendants have never expl ained the
decision to exclude Africa fromtheir plan to run VOA.
They enphasi ze the 'absence of any clear directive' to
br oadcast to those regions, but that does nothing to
expl ain the Agency's enphasi s deci sion nmaki ng process
in taking the drastic action of cutting out those
regi ons whol esale.”

That's what it says here; right?

A That's what it says, yes.

Q And is VOA broadcasting to anywhere in
Africa?

MS. STOUT: Objection; |ack of
f oundat i on.
THE W TNESS: No.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Has it been at any point since you rejoined

t he Agency?
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A No.

Q Were you involved in any decision regarding

broadcasting in Africa, whether or not to do it?
M5. STOUT: Object to form | acks

f oundati on.

THE W TNESS: Those deci si ons were made

before ny arrival.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Do you have any insight into why | eadership

deci ded to stop broadcasting to Africa?

MS. STOUT: Object to form | acks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Yes.

BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q And what is that?
A It's --

M5. STOUT: And to the extent your
under st andi ng or any deci sion was based on
attorney-client privilege or communications with
attorneys, | would instruct you not to answer. But
you have an understandi ng about the why behind the

decision that is separate and apart from any

| f
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attorney-client conmunication, then you can answer to
t hat extent.
THE W TNESS: Okay. |It's -- it's very

sinple. There's no statutory requirenent, so it
was -- it fell outside the statutory m ni num
requirenment.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Al right. just one nobre question about
that. Let's turnto -- | think it's actually the
ot her declaration that we haven't introduced yet. So
let's just grab that real quick. |It's F as in Frank.

Al right. M. Wco, you've just been
handed a document that we are marking as Wico Exhi bit
6.

(Wico Exhibit 6 was marked for
i dentification.)

Take a second to just quickly ook at it so
you can famliarize yourself with it. You don't have
to read through the whole thing because |I'm not goi ng
to ask you a | ot of questions about it.

A Yeah. Ckay.
THE W TNESS: Bl ess you.
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MR. KHQJASTEH: Thank you.
THE WTNESS: Did you get that?
THE REPORTER: Yeah, we got it.
THE W TNESS: Okay. Yeah, |I'mfamliar
with this docunent.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Al right. You've had a chance to review

t he document that has been marked as Wico Exhi bit 6;

yes?

A Yeah -- yeah, review.

Q General ly?

A Precursor, yeah

Q Ckay. And what do you understand this
docunent to be?

A A followon declaration from Ms. Lake.

Q So this is a declaration from Ms. Lake,

dated July 18, 2025; right? 1s that right?

A Yes.

Q Al right. And it's alittle bit confusing
because | did these out of order, but this is actually
the -- | can represent to you the first declaration

that she put in. Because if we | ook back at Wico

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N o g b~ w N P

N NN R R R R R R R R R R
N P O © O N O OO » W N B O

Case 1:25-cv-01015-RCL  Document 169 Filed 11/19/25 Page 237 of 331

Page 234

Exhibit 3, that one's dated August 13, 2025, so | just
want to make sure we're both on the sane page.
Do you recall that there were two

decl arations submtted by Ms. Lake?

MS. STOUT: (Objection; |ack of
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Yes.
BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q And | believe earlier you had testified that
you had provided sonme input into the other declaration
we saw. Is that also true for this one, the July 18th
decl arati on?

A Yes.

Q Were there any specific subjects in this
decl aration that you had provided input regarding?

A Yes.

Q Whi ch ones?

A In coll aboration with the Ofice of
Managenment Services in HR, paragraph 5; with regards
to the 50 States initiative, paragraph 8; with regards
to editorial responsibilities, paragraph 9; wth

regards to technical transm ssion, particularly
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shortwave and nedi um wave, paragraph 11.
And -- and that's it. The rest, | -- 1 did

have an opportunity to review before transm ssion as

part of the front office process that I -- that | also
over see.

Q Ri ght .

A " mtal king executive secretarial --

secretariat-type processes.

Q So you had a chance to review this conplete
decl aration before it was filed?

A Yes.

Q Well, turning to paragraph 13, which
addresses the last topic we were discussing, which is
Africa broadcasting. Let nme just read that, ask you a
coupl e questions, and then we can take a short break.

It says, "As discussed, USAGM is determ ned
pursuant to its discretion at presidential directive
to reduce the Agency's functions to the statutory
mninmumin an effort to stream ine functions and nmake
operations nore efficient. Consistent with those
USAGM and adm nistration priorities, USAGM has deci ded

not to broadcast into Africa at this ti me because

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N o g b~ w N P

N NN R R R R R R R R R R
N P O © O N O OO » W N B O

Case 1:25-cv-01015-RCL  Document 169 Filed 11/19/25 Page 239 of 331

Page 236

USAGM i s not statutorily required to broadcast into
Afri ca.

USAGM made this decision after considering
several factors, including its statutorily required
functions, the desire to streanline operations, the
statute's broadcasting principles, which state USAGM s
broadcasting t hrough VOA shoul d not duplicate the
activities of either private United States
br oadcasters or governnent supported broadcasting
entities of other denpcratic nations, and the fact
that maj or news networks, such as CNN I nternational,
al ready broadcast into Africa and have done so for
sone time at this point."

Did I read that | ong passage accurately?

A You did read that accurately, yes.

Okay. | want to focus on the |ast part
there. Here, M. Lake explained the rationale behind
the decision not to broadcast into Africa at this
time. And at the end she said that one factor was
"The fact that major news networks such as CNN
| nternati onal already broadcast into Africa and have

done so for sone tine at this point."
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Did you discuss this factor here at other
maj or news networ ks such as CNN I nternational already
broadcasted to Africa? Did you discuss that with M.
Lake?

MS. STOUT: (Objection; |ack of
f oundat i on.

THE WTNESS: | don't recal
di scussi ons.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q About this?

A About that particular sentence, yeah.

Q Are you famliar with CNN I nternational ?

A | am

Q What | anguage do they broadcast in; do you
know?

MS. STOUT: Objection; |ack of
f oundat i on.

THE WTNESS: Primarily English. |
don't know if they broadcast in other |anguages. |
bel i eve they broadcast in Spanish, but |I'mnot sure.
BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q And just to be specific, do you know whet her
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CNN I nternational broadcasts in any other | anguages
ot her than English that are spoken in Africa?

A ' m not aware.

Q And here, in Ms. Lake's declaration, she
said, "mmjor news networks such as CNN International."
Do you know whet her the Agency had consi dered any
ot her private broadcasters when making this decision
not to broadcast in Africa?

M5. STOUT: Objection; |ack of
foundati on, asked and answered, and calls for
specul ati on.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Do you know?

A | -- 1 can only state that | know of simlar
news organi zations.

Q Such as what ?

MS. STOUT: Objection; vague.

THE W TNESS: | nmean BBC Worl d Servi ce.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Do you know if the BBC World Service
broadcasts in | anguages other than English that are

spoken in Africa?
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A | don't know if they broadcast in other
| anguages.

MR. BOURLAND: Okay. Let's take
anot her short break.

MS. STOUT: Yeah.

THE REPORTER: Okay. We are off record
at 2:56 p.m

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: Okay. This marks
the end of nmedia unit No. 4. Going off the record.
The tinme is 14:56 p. m

(OFf the record.)

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: This marks the
begi nning of nmedia unit No. 5. Going back on the
record. The tinme is 15:13 p. m

MR. BOURLAND: Great.

BY MR, BOURLAND:

Q Al right. So we're back on the record, M.
Wico, after a short break. And let's get the right
docunent in front of nme here. One second.

Al right. Let's go back to Ms. Lake's
August 13, 2025 decl aration, which we had narked as

Wico Exhibit 3. So that was the declaration we spent
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the nost tinme with -- M. Lake's declaration we spent
the nost time with earlier today. Let ne know when

you have that in front of you.

A | do.
Q Al right. If you can turn to page 7 of
t hat docunment, I'd like you to take a second just to

revi ew paragraph 16, which is on page 7 of that
docunent, and | et ne know when you've had a chance to
read that.

A Okay.

Q All right. So you just had a chance to read

par agraph 16 of Ms. Lake's August 13th declaration;

right?
A Yes.
Q And to summari ze here, it describes efforts

to reach an agreenment with One Anerican News Network,
and ongoi ng di scussions with Newsmax to share their
content on USAGM broadcasters; yes?

MS. STOUT: (Objection; mscharacterizes
t he docunent.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q s that an accurate way to describe what it
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descri bes here?

A Coul d you repeat it?

Q Sure. Ms. Lake here described efforts to
reach an agreenment with One Anerican News Network and
engage in discussions with Newsmax to share their
content on USAGM broadcasters.

M5. STOUT: Objection; mscharacterizes
t he docunent.

THE WTNESS: [I'll state that's what
this says, yes.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Okay. Are you famliar with -- let's start
wi th one American News Network, which |I'mjust going

torefer to as OAN. Are you famliar wth that

net wor k?
A Yes.
Q And it also nentions another network here

call ed Newsmax; are you famliar with that one?

A Yes.

Q Have you wat ched any broadcasting from OAN
bef ore?

A Not once.
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Q Have you wat ched any broadcasting from
Newsmax bef ore?

A Yes.

Q Have you al so ever appeared in a Newsmax
br oadcast yourself before?

A No, not to nmy know edge. 1|'ve -- |'ve done
television hits in the past, many, but | don't believe
| ever did a Newsmax hit.

Q s it possible that you appeared on Newsmax
approxi mately ten years ago?

A It's possible. [I've -- |I'"ve done a | ot of

TV hits that | don't recall
Q Al right. Let's start with OAN. To your
know edge, does OAN have a particular political
edi torial perspective?
MS. STOUT: Objection; |ack of
f oundat i on.
THE WTNESS: As | stated, |'ve never
wat ched OAN. Not a -- not a single mnute.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q " mnot asking if you watched it before.

It's possible you have know edge otherw se. So just

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N o g b~ w N P

N NN R R R R R R R R R R
N P O © O N O OO » W N B O

Case 1:25-cv-01015-RCL  Document 169 Filed 11/19/25 Page 246 of 331

Page 243

my question, specifically, do you know whet her OAN has

any particular editorial perspective?

A No.
Q How about Newsmax? You have wat ched Newsmax
content before; right? | can't renmenber your answer;

|"mjust trying to reorient nyself.

A Yes, |'ve watched Newsmax.

Q Okay. Does Newsmax have any particul ar
editorial or political perspective?

A Editorially, their perspective is
conservative. | will say that they're, if | may,
they're -- they're -- I'mlooking for the termfor
hard news coverage, is pretty benign politically.

Q So when you refer to their editorial
perspective being -- by their, | mean Newsmax -- their
editorial perspective being conservative, what content

were you referring to?

A Non hard news prograns, though the -- I'm
sorry.

Q Sure.

A Hosted predom nantly by conservative

personnel, but they do, in my opinion, a very good job
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of -- of coverage and opposing vi ews.

Q Just focusing on Newsnmax's editorial, so non
hard news content, would you, based on your
under st andi ng, describe that content as pro-Trunp
adm ni stration?

M5. STOUT: Objection; |ack of
f oundat i on.

THE WTNESS: Yeah. | -- | don't want
to make that determ nation here.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Why not ?

A Because it is not relevant to this.

Q That's not really responsive to ny original
question. MWhether or not it's relevant is not a
reason to not answer a question. So do you have an
i npressi on one way or the other of whether Newsmax in
its non hard news coverage, its editorial coverage, is
what you would call pro-Trunp adm nistration?

M5. STOUT: Object to form vague.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q You can answer.

THE WTNESS: |'msorry, what was the
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obj ecti on?

MS. STOUT: Vague.

THE WTNESS: | would say year over
year now for Newsmax, decade over decade, in totality,
seei ng as how President Trunp, at tines, has not been
a political force to be covered, | would say you --
Newsmax, their editorial content and non hard news
content | eans conservati ve.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q So not | ooking at it year over year in the
totality, but now, what would be your answer to that
question in ternms of its broadcasting now?

MS. STOUT: Sane objection.

THE W TNESS: Yeah, ny observation
Is -- is being a news organi zati on whose non hard news
content | eans conservative. By that inplication, a
conservative president would receive a good share of
attention.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q And Trunp is a conservative president in
your Vi ew?
A Yes.
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Q So by that logic, is it your understanding
t hat President Trunp receives favorable coverage on
News max ?
M5. STOUT: Objection; calls for
specul ati on and | ack of foundation.
THE WTNESS: And | have to say, ny --
havi ng wat ched Newsmax before, | will fully confess

that | have not watched Newsnax once either since |'ve

been here -- and | don't think |I've watched
Newsmax -- maybe | watched sonme of their election
coverage, but | haven't watched Newsmax since. Sorry

to them but | have to manage ny tine.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Turni ng back to Ms. Lake's declaration that
we were just | ooking at, that's the August 13th one,
which is Wico Exhibit 3. W were |ooking at paragraph
16. Let me ask you a couple nore questions about
t hat .

A " msorry, which?

Q Par agraph 16, where we were before, where it
di scusses OAN and Newsmax.

THE REPORTER: |'msorry. That is a --
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| was going to redo that one. |It's a three.

THE W TNESS: That is a three.

THE REPORTER: | -- | nmade a note for
mysel f, so sorry about that.

THE W TNESS: |s that broadcasting in
Engl i sh?

MR. BOURLAND: It's in a cipher.

THE REPORTER: Arabic nunerals, yes.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q All right. Are we in the sane pl ace?
A Par agraph 16?

Q Yes.

A Yes.

Q Okay. All right. It says here that "USAGMV
Is al so taking steps to supplenent content by
contracting with donestic news networks to obtain
| awf ul perm ssion to use, translate, and disseni nate
their content on USAGM neans of transmi ssion.” That's
what it says at the beginning of this paragraph;
ri ght?

A That's what it says, yes.

Q Are there any ongoing efforts right now at
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USAGM to use, translate, and di ssem nate any content
from OAN or Newsmax?

MS. STOUT: Objection; |ack of
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Addressing USAGM within

VOA, | -- 1 do not know. | wll say that based on ny
know edge that -- of -- you see, we're tal king about

USAGM now, right? So now, we -- we can't -- | guess

|'"'mgoing to use the Court's words -- irrationally

bi furcate VOA and OCB, because they're both under
USAGM -- that there is sone video content from OEN
that is used by OCB fromtheir international coverage.
And -- and they actually like the quality of the -- of
the -- the video content.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q So just to clarify that one piece to your
answer, just to make sure | understand, there is
currently at | east sonme OAN international coverage
that's being broadcast on O fice of Cuba
Br oadcasting's video?

A No, that's not what | said. | don't -- |

don't think they're using --
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Q OCkay. | didn't understand.
A | just believe that they're -- you know, and
t hey have permi ssion to do so. |If there's coverage of

sone event happening in sone part of the world, that
they can snip portions of video and content to use
that in the creation of their -- of their content.

Q And their content, in that |ast sentence,
you're referring to OCB specifically?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And is -- | believe you just
testified they're able to do that. Do you know
whet her that's in fact happening in their
br oadcasti ng?

A | -- | believe so. Based on favorable
commentary -- favorable comentary that |'ve gotten
fromOCB on the -- the video content, and the
i nternational coverage of O -- that OAN provides,
yeah.

Q What do you nean by favorable commentary;
what does that nean?

A Oh, that they like it. You know, the
quality's good. The quality of the -- you know,
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again, if there's an event that they're covering in --

in a foreign country or sonething |ike that -- that
they're -- that they're also covering, you know, that
they |like the production value of -- of OAN, you know,
video. | don't know about commentary, but certainly
they like the -- the video segnents.

Q When OAN uses this content, they have -- let
me take that back. |1'mgetting my O acronyns m xed
up.

When OCB uses this content that they get
from OAN, are they broadcasting just the video, the
video with sound from OAN, or sonething el se?

A | don't know.

Q Do you -- is the plan for OCB or VOA to use
any editorial content fromeither OAN or Newsmax in
its broadcast?

M5. STOUT: Object to form | ack of
f oundat i on.
THE WTNESS: And | don't know.
BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q Have you been involved in the Agency's

efforts to bring in content from OAN or Newsmax?
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A | was not here when the OAN agreenent was
reached. USAGM actually has -- even before we got
here, and for many years -- has an existing

relationship with Newsmax, independent of, you know, a
political party occupying the White House, for simlar
content. So -- so far as | know, there's -- there has
been an existing relationship with Newsnmax managed by
USAGM i n t he past.

Q And have you been involved in any

negotiations with Newsmax, trying to bring them on

boar d?

A No.

Q Has anyone el se at the Agency that you know
of ?

A Yes.

Q Who?

A She is -- had been on adm n |eave, put in
for early -- well, she accepted the retirenent option,

but our fornmer business devel opnent director, Joan
Mower .

Q Was t hat Joan Mower?

A Joan, J-O A-N Mower, who by the way, was
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very out spoken on the Agency during both of nmy -- both
adm ni strations, particularly the -- the first Trunp
adm nistration; 1'll just say as a side note.

But she approached nme, | don't renmenber the
date, indicating that she had received a -- a call or
an e-mail or sonething from Newsmax asking if, you
know, we, that is USAGM would be interested in -- in
using their content.

Q So did this idea cone from Newsmax first?
MS. STOUT: (Objection; |ack of
foundation, calls for specul ation.
THE W TNESS: To the best of ny
know edge, the conversation was initiated by Newsmax
to Joan Mower directly. A career GS-15, by the way,
I n our technol ogy services branch. And she ran our --

our busi ness devel opnment operations.

| will say that Ms. Mower also -- if
slightly off topic -- having discussed many
systemc -- and | nean grave problens with the Agency

that | discovered during the first Trunp
adm ni stration, during nmy introductory -- introductory

conversation with her com ng aboard, her quote -- her
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phrase to nme was, "Welconme to USAGM pound for pound,
t he nost corrupt agency in Washington D.C." And
that's a quote. And she was right. She was a -- a
very active career senior enployee.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Based on your experience at the Agency, is
it your opinion that broadcasting OAN and Newsmax
content conports with the VOA charter?

MS. STOUT: Objection; |ack of
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Yeah, there's really no
way | can answer that question contextually or
conpletely. So it's too many vari abl es.

BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Are you famliar with the VOA charter?

A | am

Q |s there any plan to use content from OAN
Newsmax, or any other private broadcaster to repl ace
original content produced by full-tinme enpl oyees?

MS. STOUT: (Object to form |ack of
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: No, there is no plan to

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N P

N N N R R R R R R R R R R
N P O © 0O N O O M W N L O

Case 1:25-cv-01015-RCL  Document 169 Filed 11/19/25 Page 257 of 331

Page 254

do that.
BY MR. BOURLAND:

Q Does Newsmax broadcast in any | anguages
ot her than English, to your know edge?

MS. STOUT: (Object to form |ack of
f oundat i on.

THE WTNESS: | don't know.

BY MR. BOURLAND:
Q What about OAN?

MS. STOUT: (Object to form |ack of
f oundat i on.

THE WTNESS: | don't know.

MR. BOURLAND: | think we'll stop and
just check our notes, but we m ght be done for today.
Ckay. So maybe it'll actually be five m nutes.

THE REPORTER: All right. W' re going
off the record at 3:33 p.m and 33 seconds.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: This marks the end
of media unit No. 5. Going off the record. The tine
Is 15:33 p.m

(Of the record.)

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: This marks the
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begi nning of nmedia unit No. 6. Going back on the
record. The tinme is 15:39 p.m
MR. BOURLAND: All right, M. Wilco.
We're back on the record just to say that we have no
further questions for you today. Thank you.
THE W TNESS: Thank you.
M5. STOUT: And we just had a few
questions for redirect.
THE VI DEOGRAPHER:  Ckay.
MR. BOURLAND: Okay.
EXAM NATI ON
BY M. STOUT:
Q M. Wico, do you renenber the discussion we
just had about One Anerican News Network?
A | do.
Q Have you ever directed OCB to use OAN
content ?
MR. BOURLAND: Objection to the form
THE WTNESS: | -- no, | have not.
BY Ms. STOUT:
Q Have you ever directed Voice of America to

use OGAN content?
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MR. BOURLAND: QObjection to form
THE W TNESS: | have not.
BY MS. STOUT:
Q Have you ever given any direction to OCB
about what content it should produce or broadcast?
MR. BOURLAND: (Objection; form
THE W TNESS: No.
BY MS. STOUT:
Q Have you ever given any direction to Voice
of Anerica as to what content it should broadcast?
A No.
MR. BOURLAND: Sane objection.
THE WTNESS: On -- on OCB, we have
di scussed responsibilities in response to the
President's national security presidential directive,
NI SPOM 5, and that is our national strategy with
regards to Cuba, where OCB is specifically and
directly enunerated in that docunent as a -- an
i nstrunent of soft power instrunment of the overall
NI SPOM strategy. So we've had general discussions
about that.
Il
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BY MS. STOUT:
Q Okay. Have you -- but you've never directed
the content or the substance?
A No -- no. Never told them what they have to
cover or, you know, no.
Q Great. And just so the record's clear, |et
me finish my question really fast, M. Wico.
A Sorry.
Q You' ve never directed the content or the
subst ance of what OCB has to broadcast?
A No.
MR. BOURLAND: (Objection; form
THE W TNESS: Sorry.
MR. BOURLAND: That's okay. It's hard
to swtch roles al so.
THE WTNESS: |'mjust now reali zing
that it works both ways.
BY MsS. STOUT:
Q And do you recall testifying earlier today
about the use of FTEs or full-tinme enployees on
adm ni strative |leave in connection with the surge in

| ran coverage?
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A | do. FTEs were called fromadmnistrative
| eave, yes.

Q And how, if at all, will the Agency be able
to neet its statutory requirenents after the RIF if
anot her need for surge arises?

MR. BOURLAND: (Objection; form calls
for |egal concl usion.

Go ahead.

THE WTNESS: Well, two ways. PSCs in
one -- is one way. And | anticipate we wll rely
heavily on the PSC option to surge to requirenents,
whether it's the ones that we have now devel opi ng for
Korea and Russia, or breaking news type requirenents.
So PSCs.

For the current -- staff, it's -- it's
just a matter of managi ng the workforce to provide
the -- the results that we want.

MS. STOUT: Nothing further from
Def endant s.

MR. BOURLAND: Yeah, we're good.
Thanks.

M5. STOUT: Geat. Thank you.
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THE REPORTER: Okay. Before we go off
the record, I"'mjust going to make a -- just -- it's a
| ot of just general questions about transcripts.

So would you like to order a
transcript, or the DQJ has its own -- well, would you
like to order a transcript of this?

MS. STOUT: I f you could, yeah, send ne
an e-mail, that'd be great. Yes, thank you.

THE REPORTER: Okay. WIIl do. And
we -- | have your e-mail so --

MS. STOUT: | think so.

THE REPORTER: (Okay. Excellent. Thank

you.

M5. STOUT: And you're with the DQJ as
well, so --

MS. STOUT: We're all together, yeah.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | don't need to
order .

THE REPORTER: Ckay.

MR. BOURLAND: | think we have a
standing -- whatever the order is then for the | ast
one.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yeah, | know --
but | know we won't.

MR. BOURLAND: We're all together.

THE REPORTER: COkay. All together?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yes.

MR. BOURLAND: Yeah.

THE REPORTER: Okay. All right. Thank
you. And just a few nore spellings, but |I can do that
of f the record.

MR. BOURLAND: Okay, good.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: -- this concl udes
today's testinmony given by Frank Wico. The total
nunber of nedia units used is 6, and will be retained

by Veritext.

(Wher eupon, at 3:43 p.m, the

proceedi ng was concl uded.)
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CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSITION OFFICER
I, AUSTIN K. WHITE, the officer before whom
the foregoing proceedings were taken, do hereby
certify that any witness(es) in the foregoing
proceedings, prior to testifying, were duly sworn;
that the proceedings were recorded by me and
thereafter reduced to typewriting by a qualified
transcriptionist; that said digital audio recording of
said proceedings are a true and accurate record to the
best of my knowledge, skills, and ability; that I am
neither counsel for, related to, nor employed by any
of the parties to the action in which this was taken;
and, further, that I am not a relative or employee of
any counsel or attorney employed by the parties
hereto, nor financially or othe: ) )
outcome of this action. ﬁm Ww
AUSTIN K. WHITE
Notary Public in and for the

District of Columbia
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CERTIFICATE OF TRANSCRIBER

I, MOLLY MCCOLM, do hereby certify that this
transcript was prepared from the digital audio
recording of the foregoing proceeding, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedings to the best of my knowledge, skills, and
ability; that I am neither counsel for, related to,
nor employed by any of the parties to the action in
which this was taken; and, further, that I am not a
relative or employee of any counsel or attorney
employed by the parties hereto, nor financially or

otherwise interested in the outcome of this action.

")t e Colom

MOLLY MCCOLM
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Federal Rules of Civil Procedure

Rule 30

(e) Review By the Witness; Changes.

(1) Review; Statement of Changes. On request by the
deponent or a party before the deposition is
completed, the deponent must be allowed 30 days
after being notified by the officer that the
transcript or recording is available in which:

(A) to review the transcript or recording; and

(B) if there are changes in form or substance, to
sign a statement listing the changes and the
reasons for making them.

(2) Changes Indicated in the Officer's Certificate.
The officer must note in the certificate prescribed
by Rule 30(f) (1) whether a review was requested
and, 1if so, must attach any changes the deponent

makes during the 30-day period.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING FEDERAL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE FEDERAL RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.
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VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS

COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the collogquies, gquestions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted
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fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4

SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their

independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or

at www.veritext.com.






