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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

PATSY WIDAKUSWARA, et al., Case No. 25-cv-1015-RCL
Plaintiffs,
v—
KARI LAKE et al.,

Defendants.

MICHAEL ABRAMOWITZ et al., Case No. 25-cv-00887-RCL
Plaintiffs,
—v—
KARI LAKE et al.,

Defendants.

NOTICE
Pursuant to the Court’s Order entered on September 17, 2025, see ECF 91, Abramowitz v.
Lake, No. 25-cv-00887—which ordered that the deposition of Ms. Lake be filed on the public
docket—Defendants respectfully submit the deposition of Ms. Lake, which is attached as Exhibit

A.
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Dated: September 22, 2025 Respectfully submitted,

BRETT A. SHUMATE
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Division

ERIC J. HAMILTON
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Civil Division, Federal Programs Branch

__/s/ Abigail Stout

Abigail Stout

(DC Bar No. 90009415)

U.S. Department of Justice
Civil Division

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530
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Page 1
IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE DI STRI CT OF COLUMBI A
PATSY W DAKUSWARA, et al .,
Pl aintiffs,
. Case No.
VS. : 25-cv-1015- RCL
KARI LAKE, et al.,
Def endant s.
M CHAEL ABRAMOW TZ, et al .,
Plaintiffs,
. Case No.
VS. . 25-¢cv-00887- RCL

KARI LAKE, et al.,

Def endant s.

VI DEO- RECORDED DEPOSI TI ON OF KARI LAKE

DATE: Tuesday, Septenber 9, 2025
TI MVE: 10: 04 a.m
LOCATI ON: Zucker man Spaeder, LLP

2100 L Street, N.W, Suite 400
Washi ngton, D.C. 20037

REPORTED BY: Erick M Thacker
Reporter, Notary

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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APPEARANCES

On behal f of Plaintiffs:

DEBRA L. GREENBERGER, ESQUI RE

ANDREW G. CELLI, JR., ESQUIRE (Via Zoom)
NI CK BOURLAND, ESQUI RE (Via Zoom)

Emery Celli Brinckerhoff Abady

Ward & Maazel LLP

One Rockefeller Plaza, 8th Floor

New Yor k, New York 10020

dgreenberger @cbawm com

acelli @@adcbawm com

nbour |l and@cbawm com

- and -

MATTHEW BLUM N, ESQUI RE
GEORGI NA YEOMANS, ESQUI RE
Ameri can Federation of State, County and
Muni ci pal Enmpl oyees, AFL-CIO
1625 L Street, Northwest
Washi ngton, D.C. 20036
mbl um n@af scme. org
gyeomans@af scme. org

- and -
W LLI AM B. SCHULTZ, ESQUI RE
MARGARET M. DOTZEL, ESQUI RE
BRI AN J. BEATON, JR., ESQUI RE
Zucker man Spaeder LLP
2100 L Street, Northwest, Suite 400
Washi ngton, D.C. 20037
wschultz@ucker man. com
mdot zel @zucker man. com
bbeat on@ucker man. com

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




10
11
12

13

14

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Case 1:25-cv-01015-RCL  Document 158 Filed 09/22/25 Page 6 of 549

Page 3

A PPEARANCETS (Continued)
On behalf of Plaintiffs:
CYNTHI A LI AO, ESQUI RE
Democracy Forward Foundati on
P. O. Box 34553
Washi ngton, D.C. 20043
cliao@emocracyforward. org

- and -
DAVI D zZ. SEI DE, ESQUI RE
Government Accountability Project

1612 K Street, Northwest
Washi ngton, D.C. 20006
davi ds@whi st ebl ower . org

On behalf of Defendants:
SARMAD M. KHOJASTEH, ESQUI RE
ABI GAI L STOUT, ESQUI RE
U.S. Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, Northwest
Washi ngton, D.C. 20530
sarmad. khoj asteh@sdoj . gov
abigail.stout @sdoj.gov

ALSO PRESENT:
Anna Kat herine Drake, USAGM
Brian Miller, USAGM (Via Zoom)
El'l en Hebert, Video Technician

Veritext Lega Solutions
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PROCEEDI NGS

VI DEO TECHNI CI AN: Good norning. W
are going on the record at 10:04 a.m The date
today is Septenber 9th, 2025. Please note that
t he m crophones are sensitive and may pick up
whi spering and private conversations. Please
mut e your phones at this tinme. Audio and video
recording will continue to take place unless al
parties agree to go off the record.

This is Media Unit No. 1 of the
vi deo-recorded deposition of Kari Lake, taken by
counsel for plaintiffs in the matters of Patsy
W dakuswara -- apol ogies -- Wdakuswara, et al.
Kari Lake, et al., Case No. 25-cv-1015-RCL, and
M chael Abramowitz, et al. v. Kari Lake, et al.,
Case No. 25-cv-00887-RCL, filed in the United
States District Court for the District of
Col unbi a.

The | ocation of the deposition is
Zucker man Spaeder, LLP, at 2100 L Street,
Nort hwest, Washi ngton, D.C.

My name is Ellen Hebert, representing

\Y

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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Veritext. | amthe videographer. The court
reporter is Erick Thacker.
If there are any objections to

proceedi ng, please state themat the time of your

appearance. Counsel and all present, including
renmotely, will now state their appearances and
affiliations for the record beginning with the

noti ci ng attorney.

MS. GREENBERGER: Debbi e Greenberger,
Enery Celli Brinckerhoff Abady Ward & Maazel for
the plaintiffs.

MR. BLUM N: WMatthew Bl um n, Anerican
Federation of State, County and Muini ci pal
Empl oyees, AFL-CIO, for plaintiffs.

MS. YEOMANS: CGeorgina Yeomans,
Ameri can Federation of Muinicipal -- State, County
and Muni ci pal Enpl oyees, AFL-CIO, for the
plaintiffs as well.

MR. SCHULTZ: Bill Schultz, Zuckerman
Spaeder, for the Abramowitz plaintiffs.

MS. DOTZEL: Peggy Dot zel, Zuckerman

Spaeder, for the Abranowitz plaintiffs.

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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MR. BEATON: Bri an Beat on, Zucker nan
Spaeder, for the Abranowitz plaintiffs.

MR. SEIDE: David Seide, Governnment
Accountability Project, for the Wdakuswara
i ndi vi dual plaintiffs.

MS. LI AO. Cynthia Liao, Denocracy
Forward Foundation, for the plaintiffs and
W dakuswar a.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Sarmad Khoj asteh for
the United States Departnment of Justice for
def endant s.

MS. STOUT: Abigail Stout, also for
def endant s.

MS. DRAKE: Anna Kat heri ne Drake, U.S.
Agency for G obal Medi a.

VI DEO TECHNI CI AN: W Il those attending
renotely please identify thenmsel ves?

MR. CELLI: Hi, this is Andy Celli from
Emery Celli for the plaintiffs.

MR. BOURLAND: Nick Bourl and, also from
Enery Celli, for the Wdakuswara plaintiffs,

MR. MLLER: This is Brian MIler wth

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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USAGM
VI DEO TECHNI CI AN: Thank you. The
court reporter will now please swear in the

wi t ness, and then counsel may proceed.
VWHEREUPON
KARI LAKE
called as a witness, and having been first duly
sworn, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:
EXAM NATI ON BY COUNSEL FOR PLAI NTI FFS
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Good nmorning, Ms. Lake. Have you been

deposed before?

A No.
Q Okay. So let me go over sone basic
ground rules. Okay. |If -- while there's a

vi deographer here, the important thing is to get
your testinmony on the transcript, so please
answer yes or no. Don't just shake your head or

nod. Okay? Just so we can --

A Okay.
Q -- have a clean record. And for that
sane reason, |'d ask that you let me finish ny

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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question before answering, even if, in nornmal
parl ance, you know where |I'm going and you are
prepared to answer.

I s that okay?

A Yeabh.

Q Great. If I -- if you need to take a
break at any tinme, you can do so, but | would ask
t hat you answer any question that's pending
before you take a break.

A Okay.

Q You may hear your -- you're being
represented by counsel today, correct?

A Yes.

Q And you may hear your counse
objecting. Unless your counsel specifically
directs you not to answer, the objection is
sinply for the record, and you should answer the
guestion. Okay?

I f you don't understand any of ny
guestions, please let me know. |If you answer ny
guestion, |I'll assune that you understood it. |Is

that fair?

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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A Yes.

Q Ckay. And you understand that you're
here today for a deposition in Wdakuswara versus
Lake and Abranmowi tz versus Lake?

A Uh- huh.  Yes.

Q And your deposition was ordered by the
Court?

A Yes.

Q And what do you understand those
| awsuits to be about?

MR. KHQJIASTEH: Object to form

And I'm going to instruct the w tness
not to answer to the extent that doing so would
reveal attorney-client communications. O
course, you can give your generalized know edge
of the lawsuits independent from anything your
| awyers have told you about the cases.

THE W TNESS: These lawsuits are
enpl oyees, a couple of enployees fromthe agency,
from VOA, an outlet at the agency, who are suing,

' m guessing to get their jobs back.

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q And what do you understand you're here
today to testify about?
A VWhat do | understand what ?

Q You're here today to testify about.

MS. GREENBERGER: And | assune you have

t he same objection.
MR. KHOQJASTEH: Sane obj ecti on.
MS. GREENBERGER: Same instruction.
MR. KHOJASTEH: To the extent that --

to the extent that -- you can answer the question

to the extent that doing so does not reveal
attorney-client communi cati ons.

THE WTNESS: | think we're here to
answer some of the questions, some of the sane
guestions that perhaps have been asked al ready,
and maybe to give nore information about the
gquestions that have already been asked.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q You nmean al ready been asked by the
Court?
A Yes.

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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Q Let me start by just asking generally
about your professional background. | don't

think we need to spend a lot of time on this.
Bef ore you joi ned USAGM you were a TV

news anchor in Phoenix for a long tine?

A | was a broadcast journalist and news
anchor.

Q | n Phoeni x?

A I n Phoeni x and ot her places --

Q Okay.

A -- for 30 years.

Q For 30 years. And you ran for governor
of Arizona in 2022; is that correct?

A Yes.

Q And what was the result of that
el ection?

A Well, | think the results were
gquestionable, but the result is that |'msitting
here running U.S. Agency for d obal Media.

Q And then you ran for senator for the
Arizona seat in 20247

A Uh- huh. Yes.

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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Q And what was the result of that
el ection?

A Well, as | said, I"'msitting here at
U.S. Agency for d obal Media.

Q But that didn't actually answer ny
question. What was the result of that election?

MR. KHOJASTEH. Object to form Asked
and answer ed.

MS. GREENBERGER: She did not answer
t he question.

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Asked
and answer ed.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Okay. You can answer the question.

A The result of the election is that |I'm
sitting here in Washington, D.C. working for the
Trunp Adm ni stration.

Q So el ections --

A | "' m wonderi ng what your question is.
What do you nean, the result of the el ection?

Q Let nme ask it another way. Did you win

or lose the -- your race for Senate in 20247

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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A The -- the Senate race was confirmed

for Ruben Gall ego.

Q Why did --

A It was certified. Pardon ne.
Certified.

Q Why did you want to work in the ne
adm ni stration at USAGW?

w

A Because | believe in the Anerica First

agenda of President Donald J. Trunp.

Q And specifically as to USAGM what
you hope to acconplish in your role?

A Can you expound on that?

Q "Il ask it -- I"Il come back to t

So, during the course of this

litigation, you filed two sworn decl arations
the Court so far?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. So let me hand you those.
was on July 18th and another on August 13th?

A ' massum ng, yeah. | don't have
exact date.

MS. GREENBERGER: Okay. So | wl

do

hat .

wit h

One

t he

hand

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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you -- Exhibit 1 is your August 13th decl aration.

(Deposition Exhibit Number 1 was

mar ked for identification.)

THE W TNESS: Okay.

MS. GREENBERGER: And | will hand you
Exhi bit 2. These have been premarked.

THE W TNESS: You know what? | forgot
my reading glasses. |Is there a way soneone coul d
grab those for ne?

MS. GREENBERGER: Sure. \Why don't we
go off the -- well, I don't know. s there
sonebody who - -

MR. KHOQJASTEH: We can go off the
record for a second if you want to just run out
and get it.

THE WTNESS: |'m sorry, guys.

MS. GREENBERGER: You know what ?

THE W TNESS: They're in ny bag. Yeah.

MR. KHQJASTEH. We can keep goi ng, and
| won't ask you questions that you have to | ook
down while she's getting --

THE WTNESS: Well, | would like to

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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have them
MS. GREENBERGER: No, no, | nean, she
shoul d get them
THE W TNESS: Okay. Can you j ust
check? They're in a black |ens hol der.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q And | know you can't |look at themtil
you get your gl asses --
A | mean, | can a little bit.
Q It's okay. But just -- those
decl arations, you understand you signed both of
t hent?
A Yes.
Q And 1'Il give you the second one. It's
Exhibit 2. This is your --
A This is July?
Q -- July 18th decl arati on.
A Okay.
(Deposition Exhibit Nunmber 2 was
mar ked for identification.)
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q And when you signed them vyou

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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under st ood that they were under penalty of
perjury?

A Yes.

Q And you understand that they needed to
be truthful and accurate?

A Yes.

Q And do you believe that they are both
trut hful and accurate?

A To the best of ny know edge and
ability, yes.

Q Okay.

THE W TNESS: Oh, you're so sweet.
Excuse ne, everyone. Thank you.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Who wrote these declarations?

A | worked with my teamto put the
I nformati on together in these decl arations.

Q And so let's start at the July 18th
declaration. Who's the team that you worked with
to prepare that declaration?

A Just a variety. | mean, if there were

guesti ons about nunber of staffing, |'d work with

Veritext Lega Solutions
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people in HR to make sure that we had the right
staffing. You'll see this is changing, so |
wanted to make sure we had the accurate

i nformation as of the date that it was filed.

Q And so who in HR did you work with for
the July 18th declaration?

A | don't recall

Q Ot her than sonebody in H- -- and sane
gquestion for the August 13th declaration. D d
you work with someone in HR?

A | worked with my team and if we had
guesti ons about nunbers of staffing, nunbers of
I ndi vi dual s, then that would be -- involve a
guestion to HR, and sonebody on ny team woul d
reach out to HR to get accurate nunbers.

Q Do you recall the names of any specific
peopl e on your teamthat you worked with for

either decl aration?

A A variety of people. | worked with
Frank Wico, John Zadrozny and -- and ny | egal
t eam

Q | won't ask any questions about your

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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| egal team

But ot her than Wico and Zadrozny, do
you recall any other people on your teamthat you
worked with for either declaration?

A Well, other people were nost |ikely
contacted, but may have been contacted by other
peopl e who were hel ping me put this together.

Q Right. And I'monly asking today for
this question and generally about your personal
knowl edge. Okay?

Did you work with M. Wico for both
decl arations?

A | think he worked a ot on the first
one.

Q And how about M. Zadrozny?

A | think they both worked a little bit
I n hel ping ne put these together.

Q For both decl arati ons?

A Yeah.

Q Okay. And did you review them before
you signed and filed thenf

A Yes.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Q Ckay. So let's -- why don't you put
Exhibit 1 in front of you. You can put Exhibit 2
at the side right now

A So the | ater one?

Q The | ater one, yeah.

MR. KHOJASTEH: We're starting with
August 13t h?

MS. GREENBERGER: Correct.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Okay.

MS. GREENBERGER: We're going to cone
back to the other one.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Yeah, sure.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q So paragraph 33 states that "as his

politically” -- 1'"Il let you get there. |'m
sorry.

A Yes, please do.

Q "As his politically appointed
representative to run USAGM | intend to help him

do so within the bounds of current future and

f ederal | aw.

Did you see that?
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May | read this real quick?
Of course.

You're just tal king about --
Just paragraph 33.

.- 33?2 Okay.

O » O » O >

Is it fair to say that fromday 1 at
USAGM vyour role has been to serve as President
Trunmp politically appointed representative to run
USAGW?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q You can answer.

A | mean, | amthe first and -- | was the
first political appointee for the agency, and so
| don't know what that neans, if that answers
your questi on.

Q Was your role to run the agency when
you first joined it?

A | came in as a senior advisor.

Q As a senior advisor, were you running

t he agency?
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A No.
Q OCkay. We'll conme back to that.

So, as your political -- as the
political appointee, where -- since March 3rd,
where is your office?

A | have -- | have an office over at

USAGM, and | have an office at the State
Depart nment .

Q And when did you get an office at

USAGM?

A When | first got there. | mean,
there's -- it's a very vast building with a | ot
of space, but | primarily use the office at the

St at e Depart ment.

Q How often do you come into the office
at USAGM?

A Occasional ly.

Q If you were to estimte, what would
t hat mean?

A | can't even estimate. Some weeks |'m
there more than others.

Q Paragraph 1 of that exhibit, you state
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t hat you' ve been serving in a role of senior
advi sor at USAGM since on or around March 3rd,
2025; is that correct?
A Of which one? Two? Exhibit 2?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Exhibit 1.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Exhibit 1. We're sticking with Exhibit

A Okay. Yes.

Q Now, the President appointed you to
t hat position?

A Yes.

Q And before President Trump's
| naugur ati on, you were announced as the future
director of VOA; is that correct?

A Correct.

Q And, ultimately, you recogni zed that
you woul d have needed approval from a bipartisan
board to becone the director?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks

f oundat i on.
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BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q You can answer.
A WIll you repeat the question?
Q Sure. Did you -- so | think you
al ready just said that you were -- that Trunp had

announced you as the future director --

A Uh- huh.

Q -- correct?

A Yes.

Q It's -- it's normal. It's just how

people talk. Depositions are different.
And then, ultimtely, when you joined
in March, you did not join as director, correct?
A Correct.
Q And why is that?

A It was going to take some tinme, and |
wanted to be sure that | was hel ping at the
agency in any way that | could, helping in the

Adm ni strati on.
Q Why was it going to take sone tine to
becone director?

A | think the backlog and getting
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confirmati ons and such.

Q And you understood that you -- to
beconme director, you needed approval froma
board, correct?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.

THE W TNESS: That's what |'ve been
told.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And you made public statenments to that
effect, correct?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And, ultimately, the President
fired the members of that board, so it |acked a
quorum, correct?

A You' d have to ask the President that.

Q Well, it was -- it happened publicly.
Did you see that happen? Are you aware of that?

A He publicly fired then?

Q We can nove on.

So, when you became senior advisor of

USAGM, were you an advisor to anyone specific?
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A Seni or advi sor advising the CEO, acting
CEO at the tine.

Q And who was that?

A And -- and, frankly, others in
management .

Q So you -- so the question was, were you
an advisor to anyone specific, and it sounds I|ike
t he answer is no. You were advisor to nmultiple
peopl e in managenment ?

A | was an advisor to acting CEG.

Q And who was that at the tine?

A Victor Morales.

Q But you al so advi sed other people in
managenent ? You were also the senior advisor to
ot her people in managenent ?

A | guess, yeah.

Q Ckay. How did you learn you would be
appoi nted as seni or advisor?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on.
THE W TNESS: What do you mean, how did

| | earn?
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BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Well, did you appoint yourself as
seni or advisor to -- to --

A No.

MR. KHQIJASTEH. Well, object to form

That's -- we don't need the -- she of course
knows that she didn't appoint herself. Just ask
t he question -- a better question.

THE W TNESS: What specifically are you

MR. KHOJASTEH: Just ask her --

MS. GREENBERGER: |'d appreciate --

MR. KHQJASTEH: -- a question.

MS. GREENBERGER: -- no speaking
objections. If you have an objection, you can --

MR. KHOJASTEH: Just be --

MS. GREENBERGER: -- note it.

MR. KHQJASTEH:. -- polite.

MS. GREENBERGER: |'ve been being
polite.

MR. KHOJASTEH: | know. That's why |

objected this tinme, because that was the one --
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first time you haven't been polite. Fair?
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q So the question was: How did you |learn
t hat you woul d be appointed to senior advisor?
A | got word from The White House.
Q And when did you get word from The
Vi te House?
A | think it was maybe -- |'m guessing.

Maybe February, January, sonmetinme in January or

February. | mean, that is truly a guess. |
don't -- | don't renmenber.
Q And what docunents reflect your

appoi nt ment as senior advisor?
MR. KHOQJASTEH. Object to form
THE WTNESS: | don't renmenmber if it
was an e-mail or how they officially told HR
t hat .
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Are there any docunents that you know
of that reflect that appointnment?
A | ' m sure there's sonmething, because |

didn't just walk in.
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Q But you don't know what the docunent
I S?

A | -- at this nmonent, | don't recal
what the docunment is. However, PPO makes those
announcenments to an agency.

Q Now, as senior advisor, who did you
report to?

A The Presi dent. The VWhite --

Q Directly?

A -- House. Pardon?

Q Directly?

A The White House, the Adm nistration.
Q Was t here anyone you reported to

bet ween you and the President?
A | mean, | guess PPO.
Q And what is PPO?
A Presidential Personnel Office.
Q Are there any docunments that reflect
who you reported to?
MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form
THE WTNESS: | think reporting to -- |

guess | need you to define that, because I'm
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t hi nking who is my contact, and that's PPO. But
reporting to as a part of -- | guess what does
reporting to mean in your --
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Who -- let me ask it a different way.
Is it fair to say the President gave you
direction?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Obj ect - -
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q -- on how to do your job?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form
You can answer the question yes or no.
However, any substance as to the conmuni cati ons
bet ween you and the President, we're going to
I nvoke executive privilege. But you can answer
t he question yes or no as to whether you
communi cated with the President regarding the --
your role at the agency.
THE W TNESS: Yeah. Could you repeat
t he question, then?
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Sure. Did the President direct your
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duties as -- in your role at USAGM as seni or
advi sor?

A What do you mean by direct ny duties?

Q Did the President direct you on what to

do?
A No.
Q Did you report to the President as to

what you woul d be doing; yes or no?

' m not asking for the substance at the

moment .

A | think no. | nmean, no.

Q Was there anybody that you were
reporting to that was your boss? Let's ask it
t hat way.

A Well, | consider the President of the
United States ny boss.

Q And do you consi der anyone el se ot her

than the President your boss?

A No.

Q Okay.

A God.

Q Fair enough. Does USAGM have an order
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of succession?
MR. KHOQJASTEH. Object to form
THE WTNESS: |'mnot sure. | think
there may be one that m ght be outdated. |[|I'm not
sure.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Do you know if the order of succession

has the senior advisor in the order somewhere?

A ' m not sure.

Q So I"'mgoing to ask sone questions to
under st and how you fit as senior advisor in the
organi zati onal chart at USAGM

So, first of all, was there an

organi zational chart that included senior

advi sor?
A | don't know.
Q Have you ever seen an organi zati onal

chart of the agency?

A Yeah.

Q And is senior advisor on that
organi zational chart?

A | don't know.
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Q When did you see that organizational
chart?
A | think I've seen it, you know,

t hroughout ny tinme there, maybe on website or

Q Okay. And who reported to you as
seni or advisor?
MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form
want to narrow a time frame?
MS. GREENBERGER: Sur e.
MR. KHOJASTEH: Just -- |'mjust
hel ping you. |I'mjust --

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q We can start with March 2025 --
A Okay.

Q -- if that is hel pful.

A Yeah.

Q So you started as senior advisor
A Ri ght .

Q -- on March -- on March 3rd --
A Ri ght .

Q -- correct?

A Uh- huh.

Do you
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Q Yes --
A Yes.
Q -- or no?

And who reported to you in March 2025
as senior advisor?

A Well, | advise -- ny -- ny role was to
advi se the CEOQ, the acting CEO. So he would be
t he boss.

Q Who was the acting CEO -- you just
referred to the acting CEO. So who are you
referring to?

A | think I've already answered that.

Q Okay. Well, answer it again.

A Victor Morales.

Q Okay. Now, you announced Victor
Moral es joining the agency; is that correct? 1|'m
sorry, not joining the agency. Becom ng acting
CEO, correct?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on.
THE WTNESS: | -- | don't recall. |

mean, | may have. |t may have conme out of HR
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BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Does the role of senior advisor have a
position description?
A Yes.
Q And that's a docunment describing your

duties and responsibilities as senior advisor?

A Yes.

Q And who prepared that docunent?

A l'm not sure if it was PPO or another
agency, OPM

Q And what were the job duties that you
under st ood seni or advisor -- what were the job
duties of senior advisor as you understood thenf

MR. KHQJASTEH. |'m going to object to

form Just to the extent that you can answer the
guestion wi thout disclosing any communi cati ons
you've had with counsel regarding this issue, you
can. |If you have independent thoughts separate
and apart from what you've tal ked to counsel
about on these issues, you can, of course,
talk -- answer the question.

THE W TNESS: You know, there's a | ot
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of different descriptions that -- you know,
duties, so | can't renmenber all of them
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Okay. Well, just tell ne what you do
remenber. \What are the job duties you can recall
as seni or advisor?

A To help make sure that the President's
agenda is being followed and advise the team
How s that?

Q Anyt hi ng el se?

A No.
Q So sone m ght say those are goals, not
duties or obligations. |Is there any obligations

or specific duties that, as senior advisor, you
were required to perfornf
MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Asked

and answer ed.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q You can answer.

A W t hout having the PD in front of ne,
|'d rather not specul ate.

Q So you can't recall any specific
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duties; is that your testinony?
A Well, I'"munder oath, and |I'd rather
not specul ate.
Q | don't want you to speculate, so we're

on the same page. So the question | just had is
what you recall, and if your answer is you don't
recall any, that's your answer.
MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q l|'"mjust trying to understand your
answer .
MR. KHOQJASTEH. Object to form
M scharacterizes the testinony. Also asked and
answer ed.
THE WTNESS: | think |I answered that.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Do you recall any job duties other than
maki ng sure the agenda of the President is
foll owed and advising the teanf
A And advi sing the acting CEOG.
VI DEO TECHNI CI AN:  Apol ogi es, Counsel.

Could I ask you to brush your hair back a bit?
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It's rubbing against the mc.
And, Ms. Lake, could I ask you to nobve
to your left alittle bit?
THE W TNESS: Move to ny left?
VI DEO TECHNI CI AN:  Yes.
THE W TNESS: This way?
VI DEO TECHNI CI AN: Yes. Thank you very
much.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Now, did the title of senior advisor
exi st at the agency before you joined the agency?
A | don't know. | think it's a comon --

It'"s a common job in an Adm nistration.

Q Did you replace soneone as seni or
advi sor - -

A | don't know.

Q -- at USAGM?

A | don't know if they had sonebody in

t hat position.
Q Di d anyone hold the position of senior
advi sor at USAGM at the same tinme as you did?

A | think we brought in John Zadrozny as
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seni or advi sor.

Q And when did you bring in John

Zadrozny?

A That | don't know. | don't have an

exact date.

Q Can you estimte?

A | want to say -- | mean, this is a
guess. | mght be completely wong. May or
June.

Q And when you say we brought in John --

John Zadrozny, who's the we?

It

agency as

A The White House. And Mora Nanmdar held
before him

Q Mora Namdar held what? |'m sorry.

A Seni or advi sor.

Q And when did Mora Namdar join the

A | believe it was --
Q -- senior advisor?
A -- sometine in March

Q And then did Mora Nandar | eave the

agency or --
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A Yes.

Q When did she | eave the agency?

A | don't have the dates in front of ne.
Il -- well, if you want me to guess --

Q | don't want you to guess.

A Ckay.

Q Thank you, though.

A She |l eft before John started.

Q That's hel pful. Thank you.

And so you and Ms. Nandar were senior

advi sors at the same tine?

A I believe that was her job title.

Q And was there a hierarchy between you
and Ms. Nandar ?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.

THE W TNESS: | -- | think because |
maybe had a different PD than she did, possibly.
| don't know.

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Can you explain why you -- what you

mean by that?
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A | don't know if our -- if our position
descriptions were exactly the sane. | would have

to | ook at both of them next to each other and
see.

Q Do you think you had a simlar role in
terms of one being nore or |ess powerful within
t he agency?

A You know what? | actually don't even
know i f she had the sanme job description, so
don't want to answer that unless | know for sure.

Ri ght now we're assum ng that we had
t he exact sane job description. | don't recal
what her job description was, if it was senior
advisor. | -- that was a guess, and | want to
make sure that we did have the sane job
description before | continue answering questions
on that.

Q John Zadrozny, was he senior advisor at
the sanme tine that you were senior advisor?

A Yeah. | think we did overl ap.

Q And between the two of you, who had

more power at the agency?
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MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on.

THE WTNESS: | like to think I am kind
of a team player, and | lean on a | ot of people.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Do you ever have disputes within the
agency?

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Not really. | nmean,

di sputes, what do you -- define dispute.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Let me ask it a different way.

A A fight?

Q ' m not envisioning fisticuffs, if
that's what you nean. Let nme ask it a different
way .

Bet ween you and John, is your testinony
that you were at the sanme |level within the
hi erarchy at USAGW?

MR. KHQJASTEH:. Object to form

THE WTNESS: | think in --
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MR. KHQJASTEH: Lacks foundati on.

THE WTNESS: | think in the federal
government, we were both SESs. So that's kind of
an equal level. Mira came in as GS-15 and then
noved to SES.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q How did you divide responsibilities
bet ween you and John Zadrozny when you were both
seni or advisors?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: How did -- pardon me?
How did we?

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q So there was a tinme that you and John
Zadrozny were both senior advisors, correct?

A Uh- huh. Yes.

Q And so, speaking of that tinme period,
what were the responsibilities that fell into
your canp and the responsibilities that fell into
M. Zadrozny's canmp?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
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f oundati on.

THE W TNESS: We divide the work.
There's a lot of work to be done, and we divide
it.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And how did you divide it?

A It just depends on what we had to
acconmplish each day. And sonetinmes | would ask
John to take on sonme things. He's got a
background and had worked with |egislative
affairs before, |eaning on his strengths and sone
things | -- | did.

Q So you woul d decide which tasks woul d
stay on your plate and which would go to John's
plate. 1Is that fair to say?

A Yeah. We bot h woul d.

Q Is Brian MIler also a senior advisor?
|'"msorry. Before | get to that, is
John Zadrozny still a senior advisor today?
A Yes.

Q Okay. And is Brian Mller also a

seni or advisor at the agency?
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A | think Brian MIler just got a new
description, senior -- I'mtrying to remenber --
counsel. Senior counsel.
Q Was he senior advisor at some point?
A Yes.

Q And when -- from when to when was Bri an
M|l er senior counsel?

A When he started.

Q |'m sorry. Let nme repeat the question.
"1l take that back.

From when to when was Brian M|l er
seni or advisor?

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.

THE W TNESS: Oh, when he started, and
| don't recall the date, you know, roughly, maybe
sonetime in July or August until recently.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q When you say recently, the defendants
filed a notice on August 28th saying that
M. MIler was senior advisor.

A Yes.
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Q So this is sonmething that is --
A This is sonmething probably in the | ast
few days.
Q And why did M. MIller stop being
seni or advisor in the last few days?
A | wanted himto be on our general
counsel team That's where | wanted himto be.
Q Now, when M. Zadrozny was appointed by
the White House to be senior advisor, was there
docunentation to that effect?
MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on.
THE WTNESS: | think the HR team put
t oget her docunentation along with PPO, The White
House.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Same question for M. Mller.
Well, first of all, was he also
appoi nted by the White House as senior advisor?
A Yes.
Q And sane question about docunentation.

I's there, you believe, docunentation fromthe HR
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team and PPO about M. Ml er's appoi ntnment as
seni or advisor?

A We don't |et people just roam off the
street. We have to go through the proper

channel s, yes.

Q M. Wico, has he ever been seni or
advi sor ?
A | think we're just making him senior

advi sor right now.

Q And when do you -- is that effective
al ready or effective in the past?

A | have been caught up in this, so |
haven't checked.

Q But sometime either -- just this week,
he's going to be senior advisor?

A This week or |ast week, yeah.

Q OCkay. And what was his title before
seni or advisor?

A He was a part-tinme -- | want to say --
Is it SGE? 1|s that the appropriate tern? Kind
of a part-time consultant.

Q And when did M. Wico start being a
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t he agency?
OCbject to form
| don't --

Lacks foundati on.

THE WTNESS: -- recall. | don't
recal | .

MS. GREENBERGER: And - -

THE W TNESS: Late spring, early
sumrer .

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And who nmade himthe part-tinme

consul tant for

t he agency?

A PPO, The White House.

Q The White House appointed himto be a

part-time consultant for

spring; is that

A | woul d need t

exact date for you, but

guess.
Q Ri ght .

8/ 13 decl arati on,

So,
whi ch

paragraph 1 -- you don't

correct?

t he agency in the |ate

0 go |l ook and get the

| -- that's ny best

goi ng back to the

| think is Exhibit 1, in

even really need to | ook
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it says, | subsequently assumed the

rol e of Deputy CEOQ.

Is that correct?

A Deputy Chief Executive Oficer, yeah

Q And when did you become deputy CEO?

A | believe that was the begi nning of
July.

Q And how did you becone deputy CEO?

A The White House appointed ne.

Q And how were you notified that The
VWhit e House was appointing you as deputy CEO?

A By e-mail.

Q And are you aware of any docunmentation
ot her than that e-mail about your appointnment as
deputy CEO?

A | mean, the same protocol that happens
when PPO brings sonmebody in. |t starts with an
e-mai |l and then HR docunentati on.

Q

And did you talk to anyone in the Trunp

Adm ni stration about your appointnment to deputy

CEO?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form It's a
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yes or no question. You can answer it. However,
any substance regardi ng your communi cati ons with
the President, we're going to be claimng
executive privilege over the substance, but you
can answer the question yes or no.
THE W TNESS: Yes.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q And ot her than the President -- well,
let me start there. Did you have conmuni cati ons,
yes or no, with the President about being
appoi nted deputy CEO?
A No.
Q Who did you speak to in the
Adm ni strati on about becom ng deputy CEO?
A PPO.
Q PPO are bureaucrats, correct?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Objection to form
THE W TNESS: They're appoi ntees by the
Presi dent.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Did you speak to M. M1l er about
becom ng deputy CEO?
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A No.
Q Did you speak to Secretary Rubio0?
A No.
Q Can you |l et me know who specifically

you spoke to about becom ng deputy CEO?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Asked
and answer ed.
THE WTNESS: | don't recall exactly
who.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Was there any sort of hiring or
I nterview process before you becane a deputy CEO?
A No.
Q Did you express interest in the role

bef ore you were appoi nted?

A Yes.

Q And who did you express interest to?
A VWi te House and PPO.

Q Who in The White House or PPO?

A The head of PPO.

Q And who is that?

A Sergi o Gor.
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MS. GREENBERGER: And just getting back

to the date -- can | have tab 11?7 And | don't
know that 1'll need to show this to you, but --
MR. BLUMN:. | already distributed it.

MS. GREENBERGER: ©Oh, |'m sorry.
That's Exhibit 2. So Exhibit 2 -- hang on one
second. G ve ne a second.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Exhibit 2, which is filed on July 18th,
in that exhibit, paragraph 1, you state that you
have been serving in the role of senior advisor,
correct?

A Correct.

Q So does this refresh your recollection
that as of July 18th, you were senior advisor and
not yet deputy CEO?

A | was senior advisor with the del egated
authorities of the CEO.

Q Okay. So by July 17 -- I'msorry. By
July -- I'll retract that.

By July 18th, you were senior advisor

and deputy CEO?
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MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form
M scharacterizes testinony.
THE W TNESS: Since March, | had
del egated authorities of the CEO granted to ne by
Vi ctor Moral es.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And did you have all the authorities of
M. Morales starting in March?

A | think probably 95 percent of them

Q And what's in the 5 percent that were
not del egated to you?

A Witing reports that were due and, you
know, annual reports, quarterly reports.

Q So, as senior advisor starting on
March 3rd, you had the authority of the CEO is
t hat correct?

A Not starting March 3rd.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to -- object to
form Calls for a |egal concl usion.

To the extent that answering the
guestion discl oses any conmmuni cati ons you had

with counsel, I"mgoing to instruct you not to
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answer, but you can otherw se answer if you have
an i ndependent understandi ng of your authority as
of that date.
THE W TNESS: Can you reask the

guestion? | apol ogi ze.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Sure. So, at sone point in March, you
wer e del egated what you have said is 95 percent
of the CEO s authority; is that correct?

A Roughly 95 percent.

Q Roughl y.

A | didn't do the math.

Q What was that point in March when you
wer e del egated roughly 95 percent of the CEO s
aut hority?

A | would have -- | would be making a
guess. Sonetime early March.

Q Was this before or after the
Presi dent's EO concerni ng USAGWM?

A It was before.

Q Okay. So that EO was March 14t h,

correct?
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Yes.

Ckay. So sonetinme between March 3rd

and March 14th, you were del egated roughly

95 percent of the CEO s authority, correct?

A
Q

Someti me between March 3rd, yes.

And you continued to have that

del egated CEO authority through the entire tinme

t hat you' ve served as senior advisor?

Exhi bi t

t hat

A
Q

Yes.
Okay. And so just going back to

2, which we were | ooking at, which says

as of July 18th, you were senior advisor,

were you al so deputy CEO as of July 187

what

your

A Whi ch one of these?

Q Two.

A Two.

Q Just the first paragraph.

A OCkay. The question you're asking -- is
| wote here true, are you asking?

Q Well, I'"masking to try to understand
rol es.

A Okay.
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Q So when it says that you were senior
advi sor as of July 18th, | assunme that was true,
correct?
A Uh- huh.
Q Sorry. You have to say yes or no.
A Yes.

Q And were you al so deputy CEO as of
July 18th?

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Asked
and answered. |If you know.

THE W TNESS: You know what? | don't
recall on this if -- when we filed this if | was.
| really need to | ook at dates. | nean, | would
be guessing.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Okay. And are you still senior advisor
t oday?

A | am deputy CEOwith -- |'"macting CEO

Q And are you also still senior advisor?

A No.

Q Okay. So when did you stop being

seni or advi sor?
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A When | became deputy CEO

Q So this is the part I"'mjust trying to
understand. |If you were senior advisor on
July 18th, could you have al so been deputy CEO at
t hat same tinme?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form If you
kKnow.

THE WTNESS: | don't know. | think --
| think that when | became deputy CEO, there
woul d be maybe sonme overl ap, but, eventually, |
woul d just be deputy CEO
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Ckay. But there m ght have been a tine
of overlap where you were senior advisor and
deputy CEO?

A VWhen the paperwork was -- yeah.

Q Al'l the paperwork was getting
acconpl i shed?

A Yeah.

Q Okay. \When you -- when you fully
transitioned to deputy CEO, did soneone take over

your role as senior advisor?
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A Well, John Zadrozny --
MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on. Go ahead.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q You can answer. John Zadrozny?

A Yes.

Q Ckay.

A Well, no, | mean, he kept his role.

Q Well, did someone take over your role

as senior advisor?
The work that you had said that you had

di vided responsibilities with M. Zadrozny,

did -- did soneone take over your portion of

t hose responsibilities?

A | think we just get the job done.
don't think there's any you have to take on ny
responsibilities.

Q You had earlier testified that you
expressed interest in being deputy CEO to
Sergio -- I'"'msorry. | mssed his |last nane.

A Gor .

Q Gor. \Vhen did you express interest to
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M. Gor in being deputy CEQO?

A | think it was sometinme early July.

Q And what did you tell M. Gor about why
you wanted to be deputy CEO?

A | was concerned that our acting CEO was
on a extended vacation and if that if anything
were to happen to him the agency would be left
vul ner abl e.

Q And the acting CEO at the time was
M. Moral es?

A Yes.

Q And when you say an extended vacati on,
you mean a personal vacation?

A Yes.

Q And how | ong was he on a personal
vacation?

A | think it was a nonth or | onger.

Q And where was he?

A Somewhere -- maybe the Phili ppines.

Q And what was M. Gor's response to your
expression of interest in becom ng deputy CEO and

t he concerns you raised about M. Moral es?
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A It was a real concern and that they
agr eed.

Q And when you say "they," who are you
referring to?

A Well, PPO. | think it's not one
conversation. It becomes nore than one
conversati on.

Q And when did you |l earn that you would
be appointed to deputy CEO?

A Sometime in early July.

Q Now, as deputy CEO, is it fair to say
you're now at the top of the organi zational chart
at USAGW?

MR. KHOQJASTEH. Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Let me ask it a different way.

When you becane deputy CEO, were you at
the top of the USAGM organi zati onal chart?

A The acting CEO was above.

Q And | think we -- we already discussed

how functionally you had all -- | shouldn't say
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all -- roughly 95 percent --
A Yeabh.
Q -- of the authority of the acting CEO,
correct?
A Yes.
Q OCkay. So starting at sone tinme in

early March before March 14th, you had roughly
95 percent of the authority of the acting CEO al
the way up till the time when you becane acting
CEO, correct?

MR. KHQJIASTEH: Object to form
M scharacterizes the testinony. Lacks
foundati on. Go ahead.

THE W TNESS: One nore tine.

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Fair enough. | just want to nmake sure
the testinony is clear.

So fromthe tinme that we already
determ ned was between March 3rd and March 14th
t hat you joined the agency, you had 95 percent,
roughly, of the CEO s authority until the point

when you became yourself acting CEO --
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MR. KHOJASTEH: Sane obj ecti on.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q -- correct?

A Sounds right, yeah.

Q Okay. Was there a position description
for deputy CEO?

A Yes.

Q And what are the duties and
responsibilities of deputy CEO?

A In sonme ways simlar to CEOQ. And one
of the -- one of the duties is to be acting CEO
I n the absence of CEO

Q And are extended vacations consi dered
absences in your view?

MR. KHQJASTEH:. Object to form
THE W TNESS: No. | mean, | guess
they're physically absent, yes.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q So you did -- you did have the
responsi bility of the acting CEO while
M. Morales was on an extended vacation?

A well, I --
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MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form
M scharacterizes the testinony.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q You can answer.
A | had del egated authorities of CEO.

Q Did your responsibilities change when
you becane deputy CEO as conpared to when you
wer e seni or advisor?

A | think the PDis different, yeah.

Q But froma day to day, you know, work
t hat you were doing, did your responsibilities
change?

A You know, nmaybe a little bit. I'm
the -- | had the delegated -- the del egated
authority to be the CEO.

Q Did you take on that 5 percent of
responsibilities that previously had been staying
on M. Morales's plate?

A He --

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.

Can you just in your question frame
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what tinme frame you're di scussing?
MS. GREENBERGER: Sure.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q During the time that you were deputy
CEO, did you have the responsibilities of that --
of that 5 percent that had not previously been
del egat ed?

A Of the delegated CEO? No. Victor did

not give me those -- that 5 percent --
Q Okay.
A -- did not delegate that to ne.

Q Ckay. And we said earlier that that
5 percent was report writing?

A And ot her things. | don't recall al
of it.

Q Do you recall anything besides report

writing?
A No, | don't recall. There's other
things in there, |I'"msure, but | don't recall.

Q Okay. And when you had the del egated
authority from M. Morales, that meant that

M. Mrales didn't have to approve your deci sions
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as to that 95 percent, correct?
A During what --

MR. KHOJASTEH: Obj ect - -

THE W TNESS: -- tine?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Go ahead. Object to
form Calls for a legal conclusion. You can --
| acks foundati on.

You can answer.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q So starting that time period in early
March, between March 3rd and March 14, while you
were senior advisor before you becane deputy CEQ,
did you understand that M. Morales had to

approve any of your decisions?

A Yeah. | nmean, | don't know if | -- if
he had to approve ny decisions, but | consulted
with himon a |ot of -- everything.

Q You consulted with himand you had the

authority, correct?
MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form

M scharacterizes testinmony. Lacks foundati on.
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BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Go ahead.
A | tried to be very open with Victor and

make sure that he had his eyes on things.

Q Okay. Now, starting in late July, you
became acting CEG, is that correct?
Yes.

And when in late July?

> O >

| don't have the exact date.

Q Okay. And did you becone late July --
[''m sorry.

Did you beconme acting CEO when

M. Morales was put on | eave?

A | becane acting CEO earlier than that.
Oh, I"'msorry. | thought you said deputy.

Q Oh, it's fine.
WIIl you repeat that?
Of course.

When did | beconme acting CEO?

O » O »

Yeah. So ny question was: Did you
beconme acting CEO when M. Morales was --

A | thought you said deputy. Apol ogies.
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Q That's fi ne.
A | becane deputy CEO while Victor
Mor al es was on vacati on.
Q So et me go back. So your
decl aration, paragraph 1 of Exhibit 1, which is
the 8/ 13 declaration, states that you becane
acting CEO starting in late July, correct?
A | assuned the role of acting CEO in
| ate July, yes, that is correct.
Q Okay. And that's accurate?
A Yes.
Q Ckay. And did you becone acting CEO
when M. Moral es was placed on | eave?
MR. KHQJASTEH: Just to be -- | think
there's a confusion. You're saying placed on
| eave. You're not referring to his nonth-Iong
vacation. You're tal king about when he's placed
on adm nistrative | eave, right?
MS. GREENBERGER: |'m happy to clarify.
MR. KHOJASTEH: That was -- that's why
there's a disconnect here.

MS. GREENBERGER: Fair enough.
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appreciate that.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q So M. Morales was placed on
adm ni strative | eave on roughly July 22nd; is
that right?

A Paid adm nistrative |leave. | don't
know t he date.

Q And did you beconme acting CEO when
M. Morales was placed on paid adm nistrative
| eave?

A | was deputy CEO when he was placed on
adm ni strative | eave.

Q And after he was placed on paid
adm nistrative | eave, did you i medi ately becone
acti ng CEO?

A | think when The White House -- no.
No, | don't think so, not inmediately.

Q And were you the one who decided to
pl ace M. Morales on paid admnistrative |eave in
|l ate July?

A In consultation with The White House,

The White House placed himon adm nistrative
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| eave.
Q And he remai ns on | eave?
A He's on paid adm nistrative | eave, and
he's still enployed.

Q And goi ng back to you becom ng acting
CEO, did you express any interest to anyone in
wanting to be acting CEO?

A A deputy CEO?

Q Acting CEO

A Acting CEO. An interest in |like --

descri be what you nean in interest. Like --
Q Did you tell anyone, |1'd like to be
acting CEO?

A No, | don't think | did.

Q Was it automatic going from deputy CEO
to acting CEO, or was this -- was that another
appoi nt ment ?

MR. KHOQJASTEH. Object to form Asked
and answer ed.

THE W TNESS: Answer ?

MS. GREENBERGER: Pl ease.

THE WTNESS: | -- that would be the PD
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when the acting CEO is not -- or when -- yeabh,
when the acting CEO or the CEO is not avail abl e,
the PD says that | would fill in in that
position.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q So the PD for deputy CEO says that you
will serve as acting CEO when the acting CEO is

not avail able, correct?

A Correct.

Q Automatical ly?

A That's what the PD says.

Q Ckay.

A If the --

Q And then --

A -- acting -- if the CEO is not there.

Q Great. And then, when M. Moral es was
pl aced on paid adm nistrative |eave, did you
automatically beconme acting CEO pursuant to that
PD?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form  Asked
and answer ed.

THE W TNESS: | had the del egat ed
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authorities of the CEO while |I was deputy.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And did you get appointed as acting CEO
separate from bei ng appoi nted as deputy CEO?

A This would -- | nmean, |'ve had many
conversations with nmy | awers on this, and | feel
that if | speak on this that it could -- it could
be problematic when it conmes to the privilege |
have with nmy | awyers.

Q | don't want to inpose on that
privilege. Let me ask it a different way.

MR. KHQJASTEH. And | can help you if
you want on that. What she's asking is as a
fact, not communication with |awers about what
this meant or what that neant.

Just as a fact, was there a separate
PPO -- you already said there's an e-mail that
started with the --

THE W TNESS: Oh, | see.

MR. KHQJASTEH. -- to make you -- that
starts this process. WAas there sonething

separate for becom ng acting CEO? | believe
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that's the question she --
MS. GREENBERGER: Sure. Was there --
MR. KHOJASTEH: -- where she's going
with this.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Was there a separate appoi nt ment
process through PPO to become acting CEO?
A No.
Q And so there's no separate
document ati on about becom ng acting CEO - -
A No.
Q -- correct? Correct, meaning yes.
THE W TNESS: You said --
MR. KHOJASTEH: Can you - -
THE W TNESS: -- there's no
document ati on - -

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Ri ght . Is there -- let me ask it a
different way. s there --

A | see what you're saying.

Q It's two negatives. s there

docunment ati on for you becom ng acting CEO?
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Docunent ati on fronf?
PPO
No.

|s there docunentation from The White

No.
Is there any docunmentation --

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q

-- that you know of ?

MR. KHQJASTEH. To the extent you know.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q

know of ?

A

> O » O

Q

s there any docunmentation that you

From PPO?

From anyone.

Well, who's anyone?

Well, it's okay. 1'll nove on.
My nei ghbor?

Have you been formally nom nated by the

President to serve as the CEO, not the acting

CEO?
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A No.
Q Ckay. And you've never been confirnmed,
correct?
A No.

Q Do you understand that M. Bozell was
nom nated to head USAGW?
A Yes.
Q And why were you not nom nated?
MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Calls
for specul ation.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q I f you know.
A | asked the President to serve in the
rol e at VOA.
Q To serve in what role at VOA? CEO?
A To help at VOA.
Q Did you make the decision to place
M. Morales on paid | eave?
MR. KHOQJASTEH. Object to form Asked
and answer ed.

THE W TNESS: | answered that already.
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BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q |'"msorry. Can you just repeat it?

A Wth the consultation with PPO, we
di scussed that 1'd | ost some confidence in
Victor, and PPO made that deci sion.

Q And right now, as acting CEO, you're
t he hi ghest decision-mker at USAGM ri ght now?

A Yes.

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And who do you report to as acting CEO?
Do you report directly to the President?

A The President is my boss.

Q Ot her than the President, is there
anyone from the executive branch who gives you
directives or policies to carry out?

A Just the President.

Q Okay. |Is there anyone you notify or
consult with outside of the branch over actions
you're going to take?

A What do you mean, the branch?
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Q Qut si de the agency.

A Ot her agenci es have an influence on our
agency and other agencies in the government, for
exanmpl e, OPM OMB, and ot her agenci es.

Q Okay. 1'll come back to that.

Now, as acting CEO, you ordered that
M chael Abranmowi tz, the VOA director, be
transferred and fired if he refused the transfer;
I's that correct?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: No. Can you repeat the
question the way you answered it --

MS. GREENBERGER: Sur e. Let ne ask

THE W TNESS: -- or the way you --
MS. GREENBERGER: -- a different way.
THE W TNESS: -- asked it?

MR. KHQJASTEH: And, Counsel, if we're
about to start another line of questioning, |
just want to note that we' ve been going for an

hour, so if -- if it's -- if there's -- | don't
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want to interrupt your flow, so if it's --

MS. GREENBERGER: | think we have five
or ten mnutes --

MR. KHOJASTEH: Sure.

MS. GREENBERGER: -- when it will be --

MR. KHQJASTEH: Sure.

MS. GREENBERGER: -- a good tine --

MR. KHOJASTEH: Sure.

MS. GREENBERGER: -- for a break.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q So you understand that M. Abranowitz
recei ved on August 1st a notice of proposal to
renove, correct?

A Can | see that?

MS. GREENBERGER: Of course. Can |
have tab 24, please? Thank you. The court
reporter can mark it, and then you can have it.

(Deposition Exhibit Nunmber 7 was

mar ked for identification.)

MR. KHQJASTEH:. | just want to note
that -- is this -- is this properly within the
scope of this deposition? Just -- | understand
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there's -- there's --

MS. GREENBERGER: There's not going to
be a ot of questioning, and I think that will --

MR. KHQJASTEH: Yeah. | just want
to -- I'lIl give you like --

MS. GREENBERGER: There's not going to
be --

MR. KHOQJASTEH: -- sone | eeway, but
just --

MS. GREENBERGER: -- a | ot of
guesti oni ng.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Let's not make this

about --
THE W TNESS: I
MR. KHOJASTEH:
from anot her --

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Ckay. But |et
that 1'm going to ask --
A Okay.
Q -- just
| ooking it over.

before you spend a | ot

need to | ook this over.

- something that's

me ask you the question

of tinme
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My question is just going to be that on
page 5, it lists you -- under "Notice of
Opportunity to Respond,” it lists you as the

deciding official --

A Ri ght .

Q -- and nmy question was just going to
be -- and then I'Il ask it formally once you've
had your tinme -- but whether you were the

deci si on-maker and this was your deci sion.

A That's not the question you just asked
previous to this, though --

Q No. It's -- | was building up to that.

A -- about reassigning. You asked a
gquestion previous, which I answered.

Q So I"'mgoing to ask the question. Just
take the tinme that you need to | ook at the
docunent knowi ng that's the question |I'"mgoing to
ask, and you let nme know when you're ready.

MR. KHOQJASTEH. Ms. Lake, it's a
separate question. You've made it clear that you
didn't understand the prior question. She's

aski ng a separate question.
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THE W TNESS: Okay.

MR. KHOQJASTEH: So just don't worry
about it. You can --

MS. GREENBERGER: And just for the
record, this is Exhibit 7, because | premarked
sonme ot her docunents.

THE W TNESS: What was the paragraph of
t he page you wanted ne to --

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Sure. Page 5. And I'll just show you

ri ght here, under "Notice of Opportunity to

Respond. "
Let me know when you're ready.
A ' m ready.
Q The proposal to rempve M. Abranow tz

fromhis position as director was a proposal that
was your decision, correct?
MR. KHOQJASTEH. Object to form
M scharacterizes the docunent and the testinony.
THE W TNESS: The proposal to renove
hi n?
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BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q |'mreading the first sentence. It
says, "This is a notice | propose your renoval
fromthe position of director."”
A This is --
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form You're
m scharacterizing. This was witten by soneone
el se.
THE W TNESS: Yes.
MR. KHQJIASTEH. Go to the back page.
It's from soneone el se.
MS. GREENBERGER: No, | understand
t hat .
MR. KHQJASTEH. So the |I's are not
referring to her, so don't try to trick her.
MS. GREENBERGER: | was not trying to
trick anyone.
MR. KHOJASTEH: Ckay.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q M. Lake -- Ms. Lake, it says that you
are the deciding official on page 5; is that

correct?
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A Correct.
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q And what were you --
MR. KHOJASTEH: Obj ect --
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q -- the deciding official --
(Reporter clarification.)
MS. GREENBERGER: So sorry. Go ahead,
pl ease.
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form
M scharacterizes the docunent. Go ahead.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Okay. What you were the deciding
of ficial about?

A In the process of reassigning an SES,
we followed all of the procedures, and in the
process of doing that, this letter is part of
t hat process and nmust go out, and there nust be
one person who sends the letter out, but that
person cannot be then the decider, the deciding

official. It nust be two separate people
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according to the procedures in renmoving sonebody
who refuses reassignnent. We followed those
procedures to a T.

Q After -- let me ask it a different way.
If M. Abranowitz were renoved as director, who
woul d have stepped in as acting director of VOA?

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Calls
for specul ation.

THE WTNESS: |If -- pardon me? |If he
was - -

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Let me ask it a different way.

Was there a succession plan at VOA so
that if the director is renmoved, there is an
acting director who steps in automatically?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.

THE W TNESS: Answer ?

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q You can answer.
A Leili Soltani serves as the director of

programm ng, and the director of programm ng in
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t he absence of the director of VOA serves as an
I nterimdirector.

Q Thank you. We spoke earlier about how
you have an office at the State Departnent, and
that's primarily where you are; is that correct?

A Occasional ly.

Q Okay. And there had been reporting in
The Washi ngton Post that you would be detailed to
the State Departnment. So were you, in fact,
detailed to the State Departnent?

A Yes.

Q And when were you detailed to the State

Depart ment ?

A | don't recall.

Q Was it before or after you joined
USAGW?

A After.

Q And was it in the spring?

A " m assum ng, yeah.

Q And what's your role at the State
Depart ment ?

A l"ma |iaison.
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Q A liaison between who and who?
A | guess the State Department and USAGM
Q And are you still the |iaison between

USAGM and the State Departnent?

A Yes.

Q And who decided to make you the |iaison
bet ween the State Departnment and USAGW?

A Well, | guess it would go through PPO.

Q Who i nformed you that you were going to
be the |iaison between USAGM and the State
Depart ment ?

A Who informed ne that that was going to
be the title | had at State Departnent?

Q Yes.

A The White House liaison for State, Cate
Dill on.

Q And what are your duties and
responsibilities as the |iaison between USAGM and
the State Departnent?

A Li ai sing between USAGM and the State
Depart ment .

Q On what particular issues?
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A A variety of issues.

Q What are sonme issues that you have been
| i ai sing on?

A Maki ng sure that we are being
responsi bl e as we run USAGM and nmaki ng sure that
we are followng |local |laws when it cones to our
overseas fol ks who are working there,
deconm ssi oni ng sonme of our towers and
transm ssion sites, et cetera.

MS. GREENBERGER: Okay. | think this
is a good time for a break.

THE W TNESS: Great.

VI DEO TECHNI CI AN: This marks the end
of Media Unit No. 1. Going off the record, the
time is 11:10 a. m

(Recess 11:10 a.m to 11:31 a.m)

VI DEO TECHNI CI AN:  This marks the
begi nning of Media Unit No. 2. Going back on the
record, the time is 11:31 a. m
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Ms. Lake, | just want to foll owup on a

coupl e of questions from --
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A Ckay.
Q -- before the break. Was there a
deputy CEO before you were appoi nted deputy CEO?
A | don't believe so. | don't know.
Maybe in the past there was one.

Q How about i medi ately before?

A No.

Q And during your time at the agency
since March, there has not been a deputy CEO?

A Not that |'m aware of.

Q Okay. And while you were deputy CEO in
July, did you ever seek approval from
M. Moral es?

A For what ?

Q For any actions you took.

A VWhile | was deputy CEO, did | seek
approval for what?

Q Let me -- let nme start a different way.
M. Morales was on vacation in the Philippines,
you sai d?

A Correct.

Q And from when to when was he on
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vacation in the Philippines?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Calls
for specul ation.
THE W TNESS: | don't have his
schedule. | think it was sometime in June
t hrough July.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q And he was on vacation in the
Philippines while you were deputy CEO?
A During the time he was on vacation, |

becane deputy. Reask --

Q Sure.

A Could you --
Q Was - -

A -- clarify?

Q Whil e you were deputy CEO, was he in
the Philippines that entire time, to your
know edge?

A VWhile | was deputy?

Q Yes.

A For part of the tinme.

Q And did he return during part of that
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time?
A Did he return --
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
foundation and --
MS. GREENBERGER: Let nme --
MR. KHQJASTEH: -- confusing.
MS. GREENBERGER: Let me ask it --

THE WTNESS: | don't --
MS. GREENBERGER: -- a different way.
THE W TNESS: -- get what you're

aski ng.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Ckay. Vhen M. Morales was on
vacati on, were you in conmmunication with hinf

A Yes.

Q And how did you -- excuse nme -- how did
you communi cate with hinfP

A | think through maybe Teans calls and
e-mail .

Q Okay. And you said that there was a
period in July that you were deputy CEO before
you becane acting CEO?
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A There was a period in July when |
became deputy CEO during the nmonth of July.

Q And during the tinme that you were
deputy CEO, before M. Morales was placed on paid

| eave, did you ever seek his approval for any

actions?
A What -- what actions?
Q Do you recall any actions that you

sought his approval for?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to --

THE W TNESS: From what date --

MR. KHOQJASTEH: -- form Object to
form Lacks foundati on.

THE WTNESS: | don't -- | nean, give
me an exanpl e of what you're | ooking for, because
he was on vacati on and we had m nor
communi cation, maybe. | don't recall everything,
but he was still checking in and perhaps, you
know, hey, can you take a | ook at this docunent,
t hat kind of thing.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q | hear you. | don't want perhaps. [|I'm
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just asking if you recall specifically any steps
you took as deputy CEO that you checked with him
for his approval before you took it.

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form

Lacks -- |acks foundation. Asked and answer ed.

THE WTNESS: | don't know. | may
have. | don't know what you're getting at, so
| -- I may have. |If you could be nore clear,

nore direct on what you're asking.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Well, as deputy CEO, you were running
t he agency; is that right?
MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form
M scharacterizes testinony. Lacks foundation.
THE WTNESS: | think we were sharing
the responsibility because Victor had given ne
del egated authorities, which neans that he has
the authority as well.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Was there a docunentation -- a docunent
that indicated that M. Moral es was del egating

authority to you?
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A Yes.
Q And what did that docunent | ook |ike?
A It Iooks |ike a memo.
Q OCkay. And who wrote the meno?
A | believe that may have come from our

general counsel, so | wouldn't want to divul ge
too much of that.
Q What was the date of the menon?

A Of the meno from back in March, when

he --
Q Well - -
A -- first delegated his authorities?
Q So it sounds like there were nmultiple

times when he del egated authority to you?

A He --

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form

M scharacterizes testinony. Lacks foundati on.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Go ahead.

A I think we already established that he
del egated his authorities to me back in March.

Q And you said that there was a docunent
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that reflected that, in March, he del egated his
authority to you, correct?

A Yes.

Q And is that docunment a meno from March
fromyour general counsel?

A | believe so. | don't know who drafted

Q And ot her than that neno, are you aware
of any other docunentation reflecting that
M. Morales del egated authority to you?

A Ot her than the March menp?

Q Correct.

A There was a July nmeno.

Q And was -- who drafted the July nenpn?

A GC.

Q And was the July nmeno issued at the
time that you were senior advisor or deputy
CEO - -

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q -- or sonmething el se?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form If you
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know.
THE W TNESS: The July neno was

del egating the authorities of the CEO to ne as
deputy CEO
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And your formal title right now, is
t hat deputy CEO or acting CEO?

A Acting CEO

Q | want to show you -- can you pull up
tab 3, please -- the President's executive order
t hat was issued on March 14th.

| assune you're famliar with the

executive order?

A Very.

Q Did you -- and I'll show it to you in a
m nute, but did you play in role in drafting that
executive order?

A No.

Q Did you have any conversations with The
VWhi te House concerning that executive order
before it was issued on March 14th?

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Asked
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and answer ed.

And | will also say, to the extent that
answering the question discloses any
communi cati ons you had with the President, I'm
going to -- I'"mgoing to instruct you not to
answer, as we're invoking executive privilege.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q You can answer.
A He instructed ne not to answer.
Q Did you have any communications with

anyone other than the President about the
executive order prior to it being issued?

A Prior to? No. | didn't know about
this executive order until the 14th, but | had
seen that there were a | ot of executive orders
com ng down.

MS. GREENBERGER: Did you -- well, Iet
me show you the executive order. So it's Exhibit
4, if you don't mnd -- it's been premarked.
Have you given it to counsel ?

MS. YEOMANS: Yes.

MS. GREENBERGER: Thank you so nuch.
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mar ked for ident
MR. KHOJASTEH:
MS. GREENBERGER:
MR. KHOJASTEH:

MR. BLUM N: Sor

copy for the two of you.
MR. KHOJASTEH:
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q

USAGM correct?

The EO applies t

USAGM shoul d be included

ot her than the President?
MR. KHOJASTEH:

M scharacterizes testinony

And asked and answered.

she didn't speak --

MS. GREENBERGER:

Page 98

bit Nunmber 4 was

I fication.)

This is Exhibit 4?
Yes.

Okay.

have one

ry. | just

We can share.

O Si X agencies besides

A Let me count. It |looks |like seven.
Q I ncl udi ng USAGM?

A Oh, including USAGM Yeah.

Q Okay. And did you tell anyone that

n the executive order

OCbject to form

) Lacks foundati on.

She already testified

Asked and answered is
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t he objection. There doesn't have to be nore.
MR. KHOJASTEH: Okay. | was just
trying to help you understand why | was doing it.
MS. GREENBERGER: | appreciate that.
MR. KHOJASTEH: Yeah.
THE WTNESS: | think you were
I nsi nuati ng about ne speaking to the President
wi t hout nme answering that.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q | was trying to avoid the privilege

obj ecti on.

A Okay.
Q So |I'm not asking about your
communi cations with the President. |'m asking

about, other than any potential communications
with the President, did you tell anyone that
USAGM shoul d be included in an executive order
to -- to reduce the scope of the federa
bur eaucracy?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
foundati on. Asked and answer ed.

THE W TNESS: Asked and answer ed.
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Answer ? Okay. No, | did not have -- | did not
tell anybody to add them
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And | think you said you didn't know
about the executive order until the day it was
I ssued, correct?

A | heard runblings that there may be an
executive order, but we didn't know if our agency
or what agency could be on it.

Q And t he executive order was issued on
March 14th, correct?

A Yes.

Q And that's when you | earned about the
order, correct?

A Yeah.

Q And the very next day, you worked to
| npl ement that order, correct?

A Yeabh.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And you submitted witten testinony to
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Congress, correct?

A At some point --

Q In June?

A -- yes. Yes.

Q Okay. And in that testinony, you told
Congress, "I'mworking with speed and precision
to execute that order and have already cut the
agency workforce by 85 percent.”

| s that accurate?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: | think at that point,
yes, it was accurate.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Okay. So let's talk about the actions
t hat you took on March 15th. Okay?

A Uh- huh.

Q So, on March 15th, you decided to place
nearly all USAGM staff on paid adm nistrative
| eave; is that correct?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks

foundati on. M scharacterizes testinmony.
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THE W TNESS: \What was the first part
of that again?
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Sure. On March 15th, you decided to
pl ace nearly all USAGM staff on paid
adm ni strative | eave?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.

THE W TNESS: Yes.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Okay. And | believe that was over
90 percent of the staff. Was that about right?

A Il -- 1 don't know.

Q That's fine. And on March 15th, you
decided to termnate all the personal service
contractors, correct?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
foundation. M scharacterizes testinony.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q You can answer.
A Yes.
Q There were about 600. Does t hat sound
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right?
A Roughl y.
Q And you tweeted on that day that staff
shoul d check their e-mail, correct?
A Correct.
Q Who did you confer with in making those
decisions to place staff on | eave and term nate
t he personal service contractors?
MR. KHQJASTEH. |'m going to object to
form [|I'malso going to instruct you, you can
di scl ose the nanmes of the individuals with whom
you spoke to the -- strike that.
To the extent that these communications
I nvol ved | awyers, you can disclose the names of
t he individuals with whom you spoke, but [I'm
going to instruct you not to divulge any of the
substance of the communi cati ons you had with
t hose individuals only to the extent that |awers
were involved in those commnications.
THE W TNESS: Okay.
MR. KHQJASTEH: Do you understand, Ms.

Lake?
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THE W TNESS: I think if |awyers were
I nvol ved in any part of the communication --

MR. KHOJASTEH: You don't -- you don't
di scl ose what was said, but you can disclose who
was on those communications, like -- so who

participated in the meeting, but not what was

said at the meeting. [|I'mjust -- and |'m not
trying to --

MS. GREENBERGER: | mean --

MR. KHOJASTEH: I'mjust -- 1'mjust
trying to --

MS. GREENBERGER: That's a -- that's a
broad view of the privilege, but let nme ask it a

different way.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Well, | nmean, we'll
drill down on it, but --

MS. GREENBERGER: Well, I'm going to
start --

MR. KHOJASTEH: -- that's a broad --

MS. GREENBERGER: -- just by --

MR. KHOJASTEH: Yeah.

MS. GREENBERGER: -- asking with who
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before we go to --
MR. KHQJASTEH: Sure.
MS. GREENBERGER: - - why.
MR. KHOJASTEH: Just -- yeah.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q So | think there's no objection on the

who. So who did you consult with before deciding
on March 15th to place nearly all staff on paid
adm ni strative | eave and term nate the personal
service contractors?

A We had some staff that | had been
consulting with, hearing that there were agencies
t hat could be put on an executive order, not
knowi ng if our agency would be on there, and
trying to prepare to make sure what if, what
woul d we do, how do we handl e that.

Q So, first, who are the staff you
consulted with?

A We had sone people that we had -- that
were detailed over from OPM Mora, who was
seni or advisor. And | believe the OPM staffer

had done a | ot of consulting with a litany of
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ot her people who were the senior career |eaders.

Q Who was the OPM | eader?

A Tarak Macheka (ph) -- Makecha.

Q And so on -- was it on March 14th or on
March 15t h, when you | earned about the EO, you
consulted with Tarak and Mora? |s that correct?

Am | understandi ng your testinony?

A March 14th, | |earned about it at
night, so | don't think | -- | may have -- may
have sent -- you know, or called them and sai d,

hey, it looks like this canme down. And we
deci ded to get busy to work the next day.

Q And what did you do the next day?

A You just listed what | did the next
day.

Q In ternms of deciding to place people on
| eave and term nate the personal service
contractors, did you discuss that with Tarak and
Mora on March 15th, or had you discussed that
with Tarak and Mora previously?

A In ternms of what?

Q Pl aci ng people on | eave and term nating
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t he PSCs.

A | can't recall if we discussed it
earlier, but in the executive order, it says
right here in Section 2(a), "such entities shall
reduce the performance of their statutory
functi ons and associ ated personnel to the m ninum
presence and function required by law. "

Q And so, after reading the EO, you
under st ood that you were required to place nearly
all staff on leave and term nate the PSCs?

MR. KHQJIASTEH: Object to form

THE W TNESS: We made the decision to
determ ne what statutory m ni nrum was, and in the
process of doing that, we worked with the senior
| eadership at the agency to cone up with what our
pl an woul d be. W placed everybody on paid | eave
and worked with senior | eadership, career
| eadershi p, and they came up with the plan.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Okay. So I'll -- I'"lIl come back to the
pl an because | will have many questions on that.

But the decision that you made to
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determ ne what the statutory m ni mum was, that
was a decision you made on March 15th that you
were going to go through a process to determ ne

the statutory mninmunt is that correct?

A Yeah.
Q Ckay.
A | think that's accurate.

Q And while you were determ ning the
statutory m ni num you placed everyone on -- all
staff on -- strike that.

VWhile you were determ ning the
statutory mninum you term nated all contractors

and placed all staff on paid | eave, correct?

A Paid adm ni strative | eave.

Q So that's correct?

A Yes.

Q Ckay.

A So they -- the staff was not fired, was

not term nated. They were placed on paid | eave.
Q And on March 15th, you also directed
t hat VOA cease all programm ng, correct?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
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f oundati on.

THE W TNESS: | don't remember if that
was exactly that date.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Shortly after March 14th --

A Yes.

Q -- you directed that VOA cease all
programm ng, correct?

A Yes.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Same obj ecti on.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Wthin the same -- on March 15th or
within days after?

A Correct.

Q And within days after March 14th, you
ordered that the VOA news services, the foreign
news services, should shut down their
transmtters?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundati on. Vague.
THE W TNESS: That sounds about right.

| need to | ook back at all of the -- every step
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that | took, that we took.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q And you made that decision to shut down

the foreign transmtters while the agency was
determ ning the statutory m nimum correct?

MR. KHOQJASTEH: Object to --

THE W TNESS: | --
MR. KHOJASTEH: -- form
THE W TNESS: | don't --

MR. KHOJASTEH: Sane --

THE W TNESS: -- recall.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Lacks foundati on.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Before directing that VOA cease all
progranmm ng, did you consider stakehol der
I nterest?

A Defi ne what you nean.

Q Sure. Did you consider the interest of
audi ences abroad before cease -- ordering that
VOA cease all programm ng?

A | effectuated -- | got busy working to

effectuate the President's executive order.
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Q And as part of effectuating that order,
you didn't think you needed or even should
consi der those stakehol der interests; is that --

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q -- fair to say?

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form [|I'm
going to instruct the witness not to answer to
the extent that doing so will disclose agency
del i berative process, neaning pre-decisional
communi cati ons you have regardi ng deci si ons nade,
as well as attorney-client privilege, meaning
comuni cations you have with your general counsel
or lawyers otherw se concerning the decision.

Go for it.

THE WTNESS: |'mgoing to refrain from
answering that.

MS. GREENBERGER: Let's mark that for a
rul i ng, please.

MR. KHQJASTEH: Just so | understand,
what's the specific thing we're marking for a

ruling?
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MS. GREENBERGER: Your position is that
any consideration she did or didn't give is
del i berative process and we can't probe it?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Well, let's put that
aside. First, to the extent those conmmunications
I nvol ved | awyers, |'m asserting attorney-client
privilege.

MS. GREENBERGER: Okay. So |let ne stop
t here.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Did you have any communi cations with
| awyers concerni ng whether or not before you
ceased VOA progranm ng on March 15th you shoul d
consider the interests of audi ences abroad or
ot her stakehol ders?

MR. KHOJASTEH: You can answer the
gquestion yes or no.

THE W TNESS: Me or the team had
communi cation with awers, and | don't recall if
t hat was sonething or if | want to share if that

woul d be sonmet hing that we would tal k about.
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BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q So I"'mnot interested in your
communi cations with | awers. Okay.

My question is: O her than potenti al
communi cations with [awers, did you consider the
I nterests of audi ences abroad before deciding to
have VOA go dark --

MR. KHOJASTEH: Obj ect - -

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q -- on or about March 15t h?

MR. KHQJASTEH: And you're asking
whet her Ms. Lake personally did or the career
team that she was working with?

MS. GREENBERGER: First I'mgoing to
ask about Ms. Lake.

MR. KHQJIASTEH:. COkay. Just to clarify
that with the you's right now.

THE W TNESS: Yes, | did.

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q What did you determ ne about the inport
of the inpact on audi ences abroad?

A | determined that | didn't want any of
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the TV stations to go to what we call snow or
| i ke static or go to black and had a graphi c nade
with nusic that had the VOA charter witten on it
so that that could play on a loop until we
determ ned what the statutory m ni mum was so that
we could effectuate the President of the United
St ates executive order dated March 14th to reduce
this agency to its statutory m ni mum

Q And when -- from when to when did that
graphic with a | oop play on the TV?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.

THE WTNESS: It depends. For the --
for the agencies or the outlets that were brought
back up and the | anguages, it stopped once the
| anguages were brought back up.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And for other outlets --

A For exanple --

Q Go ahead.

A -- Ofice of Cuba Broadcasting, we
brought that back up right away and, therefore,
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t he graphi c ceased.
Q Are there outlets where that graphic is
up still today?
A You know, Frank Wico would be a better
person to answer that question.
Q And how about the Persian News Network?
When did that come back up?
A | don't have the --
MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form
THE WTNESS: | don't have the exact
date right now.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Roughl y?
A | don't know.
Q It went dark for weeks, right?
MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form  She
already -- well, strike that. Asked and
answer ed.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Do you believe it went dark for weeks,
or are you not sure?

A " mjust not sure.
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Q How about the VOA website? Did you
have any simlar graphic with a |oop to update
the website?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.

THE W TNESS: No.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q So the VOA website continued to have
outdated journalism content, correct, after
March 15th?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: | wouldn't -- | wouldn't
describe it that way, but if that's how you want
to describe it.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q How woul d you describe it?
A We didn't put new content on.
Q Did -- are there any docunents

reflecting your decision to put a graphic with a
| oop i nstead of providing new broadcasting

content?
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A No.
MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Are there any docunments concerni ng your
deci sion to not put new content on the VOA
website?
MR. KHOQJASTEH: Sane obj ecti on.
THE W TNESS: Are there any docunents
what ?
BY MS. GREENBERGER

On the VOA website.

Q Refl ecting that decision?
A To not put new content?
Q Yeah.

A VWWher e?

Q

A

| don't believe so.

Q Did you liaison with the State
Department about the inpact of VOA going dark on
menbers of the Foreign Service?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks

f oundati on. Also vague as to "you."
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THE W TNESS: Coul d you be nore
specific on what you're --

MR. KHQJASTEH. And | would note that
for the entire series of questions regardi ng what
was done in response to the EO, standing
objection that using -- using the term"you" is
vague and | acks foundati on.

Go for it.

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Well, let's go back given your
counsel 's obj ection.

| had asked about the interests of
audi ence abroad, and you spoke about how you
considered that interest by replacing the -- you
didn't want snow, and so you replaced it with a
graphic, correct?

A Yes.

Q And how did you believe that served the

i nterest of audi ence abroad -- audi ences abroad?
A | think until we determ ned what the
statutory mninmum if -- if they would have tuned

in to their VOA station and seen it had just gone
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to black, they would think that it was gone, but
wi th that graphic and -- and the nusic and the
charter, it would |l et the audience know that this
Is still the station where you can tune in to VOA
until we would determ ne what is statutorily
mandat ed, and then we could proceed fromthere.

Q And with the graphic, would that
provide to audi ences any journalismcontent?

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Asked
and answer ed.

THE WTNESS: | don't -- | don't think
so, but, you know, the charter is interesting, so
they could read that. They know that the -- they
know that the station still is the VOA station.
And that's what we did.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q How about others in your agency, to
your know edge? Did they consider the interests
of audi ences abroad who relied on VOA news that
weren't able to get it once you went dark --

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to --
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BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q -- once VOA went dark?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Calls
for specul ation.
THE WTNESS: | can't get into other
peopl e's heads, nor do | want to.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q To your know edge.

A | don't know.

Q Okay.

A ' m not a therapist.

Q How about nenbers of the Foreign

Service? Did you consider the inpact on nmenbers
of the Foreign Service by having -- of having VOA
go dark on March 15th or thereabouts?

A | considered a | ot of things.

Q Are there any docunents reflecting that
you consi dered the inpact on nmembers of the
Forei gn Service?

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Vague
as to documents. Lacks foundation.

THE W TNESS: | don't know if there
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are. There may be. | don't know.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q To your know edge.

A | don't know. There may be. | don't
know.

Q As -- as senior advisor, you ordered
t he cancell ation of the |ease at 1875
Pennsyl vani a Avenue?

A Yes.

Q And t hat --

A Wth -- in consultation with the CEQ,

acting CEOG.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Yeah. Sanme obj ection
as -- on vagueness as to "you."

MS. GREENBERGER: | think we premarked
13, right?

MR. BLUM N: Correct. That's Exhibit

MS. GREENBERGER: | want to deal with
your counsel's objection -- objection about the
vagueness as to who.

MR. KHOJASTEH: As to you.
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MS. GREENBERGER: As to you.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Just because there was
a series of questions, you did this, you did
that. |'mjust -- yeah.

MS. GREENBERGER: Yeah. lt's just one
page. Here is Exhibit 6.

(Deposition Exhibit Number 6 was

mar ked for identification.)

THE W TNESS: Whoa.

MS. GREENBERGER: | " m handi ng
you Exhibit 6.

THE W TNESS: Can | have a magni fying
gl ass, guys?

MS. GREENBERGER: Well, I'"mactually
going to start asking you about the headline.
And, certainly, | was not intending to make this
an opht hal nol ogy exam  The --

MR. KHOJASTEH: This one's exhibit --

MS. GREENBERGER: Si X.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Si X.

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q So, Exhibit 6, have you seen this
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docunment before?
A | didn't know it was a document. |
think this was on a website.

Q And this was on USAGM s website,

correct?

A Yes, | believe so. Let ne see. | t
| ooks Iike it. Yeah.

Q And the headline on this website is

"USAGM Seni or Advi sor Kari Lake cancels obscenely
expensive 15-year |ease,"” correct?

A Correct.

Q And you approved this portion of the
website before it was posted?

A Yes.

Q And this states that you were the one

who cancel ed the | ease, correct?

A Yes, in consultation with the team
Q And it was ultimately your decision?
A In consultation with the team

Q But ultimately your decision?

MR. KHQOJASTEH: Asked and answer ed.
MS. GREENBERGER: She didn't answer.
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MR. KHOJASTEH: She di d.

THE WTNESS: | consulted with the
team and we decided it was the best thing t
do --

MS. GREENBERGER: Okay. But that

THE W TNESS: -- for the Anmerican
taxpayer in light of the presidential execut
order, which asked for us to reduce elenents
t he federal bureaucracy that the President h
determ ned are unnecessary.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q But, Ms. Lake, you're not claimng

someone el se made the decision to cancel the
| ease. You've repeatedly taken credit for

canceling the | ease, right?

o

ive
of

as

t hat

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Asked

and answer ed.
THE WTNESS: |I'Il take credit for
" m proud of it.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Now, this part is a little harder

read, so apol ogi es.

It.

to
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A Are you serious?
Q But |'m going to work with you.
A Oh, boy. You're making me feel |ike I
need to get even stronger gl asses.
Q So under the bullets -- there are five
bul | ets. " m not asking you about that.
Ri ght under the bullets, it states,

"This agency is not sal vageable," correct?

A Yes.
Q And that was the statenment that you
approved - -

MR. KHOJASTEH: That's amazing. Thank
you.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q -- being --

MR. KHOJASTEH: Do you want this?
That's awesone.

THE W TNESS: \Whoa. | don't know. Is
this better or -- gosh. Okay. Yeah.

What was the question again?

MS. GREENBERGER: Sur e.

THE W TNESS: Oh, great. Now | see ny
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cuticles. Great. OCkay.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Under the bullets, it states, "This
Agency is not sal vageable,"” correct?

A That's what it says, yes.

Q And that was the statenent that you
approved being posted on the USAGM website,
correct?

A That's nmy opinion.

Q That was your opinion on March 15t h,
and it's your opinion today, correct?

A It's my opinion based on many bull et
poi nts, but you see the five bullet points at
top --

Q | may ask you about the basis for your
opi nion, but right now I'm just asking that it
was your - -

MR. KHQJASTEH: She can answer the
guestion wi thout you interrupting her.

MS. GREENBERGER: |'m not interrupting.
[''m - -

THE W TNESS: That's --
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MS. GREENBERGER: -- clarifying.
THE W TNESS: That's --
MR. KHOJASTEH: You literally
i nterrupted --
THE WTNESS: -- ny --
MR. KHOJASTEH: -- her.
THE W TNESS: -- opinion based on --

MR. KHQJASTEH:. There's a video that
will showit.

THE W TNESS: -- nmassive national
security violations, including spies and
terrorist synpathizers and/ or supporters
infiltrating the agency, eye-popping self-dealing
I nvol ving contracts, grants and high-val ue
settl ement agreenents, obscene over-spending
i ncluding nearly a quarter-of-a-billion-dollar
| ease for a swanky -- | added swanky --
Pennsyl vani a Avenue high-rise that has no

broadcasting facilities to neet the needs of the

agency and included in a -- included a
$9 million conm ssion to a private real estate
agent with connections, hundreds of mllions of
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dol l ars being spent on fake news conpanies, a
product that often parrots the tal king-points of
America's adversari es.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Ms. Lake, | have a | arge nunber of
questions, and it's going to go faster if you --

A But | want to explain why --

-- answer ny --

Because you asked if --

Q

A

Q | asked --

A -- how | cane to --

Q -- asimle -- no, | didn't ask --

A You asked --

Q -- how you cane to it. | asked sinmply
whet her that was your view that the agency is not
sal vageabl e and whet her that was your view on
March 13th and remains so today.

KHOJASTEH: Object to form
GREENBERGER: It's a yes or no --

KHOQJASTEH: Conpound.

> 3P 3

GREENBERGER: -- question. Sure.
"1l ask it --
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THE W TNESS: That was ny view --

MS. GREENBERGER: -- separately.

THE W TNESS: -- based on those
findings.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Great. And that's your view today?

A My view is that whatever the President
decides to do with this agency in conjunction
with the |egislature, we will abide by that.

Q I s your view today that the agency is
not sal vageabl e?

A | believe the agency is very corrupt.
We're working to make it not corrupt.

MS. GREENBERGER: | want to -- can |
have tab 14, please? Can you mark this tab 14 --
' msorry -- exhibit -- what are we up to? He
knows. Thank you.

(Deposition Exhibit Number 8 was

mar ked for identification.)

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q ' m showi ng you Exhibit 8, which is a

tweet that you issued on March 17th, 2025; is
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t hat correct?

A Uh- huh. Well, let nme | ook.

Q Sur e.

A March 17th, yes.

Q And in that tweet, you stated that the
agency is irretrievably broken? 1It's the end of
your first sentence.

A Yes.

Q And irretrievably broken neans not
capabl e of being fixed?

MR. KHQJIASTEH: Object to form

THE W TNESS: | believe, at the tine,
yes. As you'll see, the follow up says, "there
are bright spots within the agency.” So we're

wor ki ng the best we can to make sure it's no
| onger corrupt and wasting taxpayer doll ars.
There's two sentences --
MS. GREENBERGER: Do you --
THE W TNESS: -- there.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q No, | see. |Is your position today that

t he agency is sal vageabl e?
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A "' m proud that we've done things to
root out sone of the corruption and take control
of the agency so that we're not wasting
exor bi tant anounts of hardworking taxpayers'
dol I ars.

Q And your position as a result of the
wor k that you've done that the agency is

sal vageabl e?

A My opinion doesn't matter.
Q well - -
A It's the opinion of the President of

the United States that matters. He's --

Q | understand that, but you're in a
deposition and |I'm asking you for your opinion.

| s your opinion today that the agency
I s sal vageabl e?

A Maybe. It could possibly be if we work
really hard and if the President decides he wants
to keep it and Congress decides, but --

Q Have you ever made a public
statenment --

MR. KHOJASTEH: Just let her finish her
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answers, please.

MS. GREENBERGER: |'m sorry. | thought
she was done. |1'm so sorry.

THE W TNESS: \Where was |? You know --
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q You said if Congress deci des.

A Yeah. | nmean, | amthe -- | amthe
acting CEO of the United States Agency for d obal
Media. |'mnot the enperor of the United States
Agency for G obal Media. So there's a |ot of --
there's a | ot of people who have a say in this.

Q Have you ever made a public statenent
t hat you thought the agency was sal vageabl e?

A | don't know if | have.

Q Can you point to any --

A But nmy public --

Q -- Statenment?

A -- statenments are reflective of the
Presi dent's agenda. When |'m working at the
agency, we're working to follow the | aw.

Q | want to show you a different -- |

want to turn to a different issue, which is, one
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particular criticismyou have levied is that the

Chi nese Communi st Party has infiltrated the VOA,

correct?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
foundation. If you want to show her sonething,
go for it.

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Well, do you renenber --
A Well, et ne see. | --
Q Do you not remenmber making that
accusation?
MS. GREENBERGER: [It's tab 39, please.
THE W TNESS: Yeah, [|'ve tal ked about
t hat .
MS. GREENBERGER: COkay.
THE WTNESS: |'ve tal ked about that.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q l'"mtrying not to show you excessive
docunents because there's -- | have to show it --
A Oh, okay.
Q -- give it to the court reporter. He

has to mark it.
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A Ckay.
Q It just makes the day |onger, but --

MR. KHOJASTEH: Ri ght . But, Counsel,
in all fairness, you showed her a docunent before
t hat you wanted to show her one sentence and
not -- if you just relied on the one sentence,
the record wouldn't reflect the second sentence,
SO just --

THE W TNESS: Which we never got in the
record --

MR. KHOJASTEH: Yes.

THE W TNESS: -- by the way.

MS. GREENBERGER: But that's okay,
because your attorney at the end can ask
guestions if he needs to and --

THE W TNESS: Yeah.

MS. GREENBERGER: -- | can ask the
questions --

THE W TNESS: Which | did say there are
tal ented and dedi cated public servants at the
agency.

MS. GREENBERGER: There's no question
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pendi ng, Ms. Lake.
THE W TNESS: Okay.
MS. GREENBERGER: |s the docunent
mar ked?
(Reporter clarification.)
MS. GREENBERGER: Thank you, sir.
(Deposition Exhibit Nunmber 9 was
mar ked for identification.)
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q ' mgoing to hand the w tness Exhibit
9. Ms. Lake, is Exhibit 9 is tweet that you
tweeted -- I'"'msorry -- yes, that you tweeted on
August 8t h, 2025?
A Yeah.
Q And in this tweet, you state that "the
CCP has infiltrated VOA and you are paying for
it"?
A Yes.
Q And CCP is the Chinese Communist Party,
correct?
A Yes.

Q And you've said to the press that the
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Chi nese Communi st Party has been neeting
regularly with VOA managenent to tell them how
t hey shoul d be covering China?

A In the past, they have.

Q Okay. And are you aware of a recent
Washi ngt on Post op-ed that explains how you've
gotten this wong?

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form

THE W TNESS: How do | want to word
that? The Washington Post is the biggest piece
of garbage in journalismin this country, and so
| know t hat whenever sonething happens in this --
In this agency, imediately sonmebody -- and |'m
not sure who -- runs out and reports to The
Washi ngt on Post --

MS. GREENBERGER: And --

THE WTNESS: -- and | think that was a
needed article for these purposes to put that
out .

MS. GREENBERGER: Do you understand
that -- well, | can show it to you.

Can you pass ne --
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THE W TNESS: I know what you're
tal ki ng about.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Okay. And you know t hat one of the
op-ed authors is a senior fellow at the Hoover
I nstitute?
A Yes.
Q And woul d you agree with me that the
Hoover Institute is a conservative think tank?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form
THE W TNESS: Someti mes.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q And you said that you reviewed The
Washi ngton Post op-ed?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Obj ect --
THE W TNESS: A bit of it.
MR. KHOJASTEH: -- to form
M scharacterizes testi mony.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Woul d you admt that your tweet is
erroneous?

A No.
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Q Ckay. Let's nmove on. On March 13th --
you can put that aside, Ms. Lake.

A | didn't get ny information from j ust
t he Hoover Institute.

Q On March 13th, you also cancel ed the
Wi re services?

A Yes.

Q Ckay.

MR. KHQJASTEH:. Sanme objection. Vague

as to "you."

THE W TNESS: Let me -- let nme scratch
t hat . | don't know if that was the exact date,
but, yes, | did cancel.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And you personally ordered the
cancel l ation of the wire services, correct?

A In consultation with -- | think Victor

was made aware of it.

Q And - -
A | believe.
Q Did you consult with anyone before

canceling those contracts?
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A l"m sure --
MR. KHOJASTEH: Sane --
THE W TNESS: -- | did.
MR. KHQJASTEH. |'m going to instruct

you not to --
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Gt her than counsel --
MR. KHQJASTEH: Yeah. Apol ogies.
(Reporter clarification.)
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q ' mgoing to restate the question.
Gt her than counsel, did you consult with anyone
bef ore canceling the newswire contracts?
MR. KHOQJASTEH. Object to form Vague
as to you.
THE W TNESS: Vague as to what?
MR. KHOJASTEH: "You," the word "you."
But go ahead. You can answer.
THE W TNESS: Consult with, what do you
mean by consult with?
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Did you -- did you personally discuss
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wi th anyone the decision to cancel the wire
contracts before you canceled the contracts?
A | don't recall who | discussed it wth.
Q Are you aware of any docunentation
reflecting that you consulted with anyone before
canceling the contracts?
MR. KHOQJASTEH. Object to form Vague
as to docunentation.
THE W TNESS: "' m not sure.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Did staff -- well, strike that. Let nme
ask somet hing el se.

The newswi re contracts include AP,

correct?
A Yes.
Q And Reut ers?
A Yes.
Q And did staff express any concerns

about the need for those wires?
A Perhaps. | nmean, | think that -- |
t hi nk that perhaps they were wonderi ng how t hey

woul d work wi t hout them because those wires had
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become a crutch for a vast majority of Anmerican

Nnewsr oomns.
Q You also ordered in late March a future
reduction in force and you -- of the radio

br oadcast technicians and nost ot her enpl oyees;
I's that correct?
A Can you give nme --
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to -- object to
form Lacks foundation. Vague as to "you."
MS. GREENBERGER: OCkay. Can | have tab
33, please? That's not it.
(Deposition Exhibit Nunmber 5 was
mar ked for identification.)
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q "' m showi ng you a docunent that's been
premar ked as Exhibit 5, which is Ms. Thomas'
decl aration, which she submtted in this case on
March 27t h.
So, first, have you seen this
decl aration before?
A | may have. | may have.

Q And did Ms. Thomas show you this
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decl aration before it was submtted to the Court?
Strike that.
Did you see this declaration before it

was submtted to the Court on March 27th?

A Most likely, | did. | just need to
refresh nmy nmenory, if you don't m nd, real quick.

Q Take your tinme.

A l"mtrying to do this quick. Sorry.

Q Sure. |1'mgoing to be asking you about
paragraphs 9 and 10 specifically.

A Okay. Let me --

Q Or, actually, 9 through 12, so --

A Okay. Okay. | think I'mready for
your question.

Q Okay.

A |'"m skinmmng this, so -- go ahead.

Q So Ms. Thomas sent an e-mmil|l about an

intent to inplenment a reduction in force, two
e-mails, according to paragraphs 9 and 10,
correct?

A Okay. Yes. It looks like, on March

25t h, she sent an e-mil .
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Q And Ms. Thonmas did not decide on her
own to inplement a reduction in force, correct?

A Correct.

Q And that -- was that your decision to
I npl ement the reduction in force that's reflected
In this docunment?

A Well, | think we've established that
t he President put out an executive order calling
for the reduction to the statutory m ni num

Q So was that your decision to issue this
intent to inplenment a reduction in force as part
of inmplenmenting the EO?

A It was the decision of the team the
seni or | eadership team that we needed to foll ow
the President's executive order, and in doing so,
such entities shall reduce the performance to
their statutory functions and associ at ed
personnel to the m nimum presence and function
requi red by | aw.

Q So nmy question is just about the who,
not the why. Okay?

A Okay.
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So --

And | just told you. The team
And so who was the teanf?

Seni or career | eadership.

And who was senior career | eadership?

> O >» O >» O

Well, | -- nmy attorney, Royce M n, 20
years as a governnent attorney in the federa

government, Victor Morales, 36 years at the

agency, Crystal. These are the people who signed
off on the -- on the statutory m ni mum pl an.

Q And - -

A Crystal --

Q -- ultimately, it was your --

A Crystal -- |I'mnot done.

Q Oh, I'"m so sorry.

A We had the head of -- the CMO, Chris
Luer. I'mtrying to recall that docunment. |'m
sure you have it. Head of HR was Crystal. |
think there were -- Roman Napoli, the chief

financial officer. And | think there were a
couple nmore. Terry Balazs and -- did | say Chris

Luer ?
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Q We'll definitely conme back to the
docunent, but nmy question was: Who nade th
final decision to issue the notice of inten
to inplenment a reduction in force on March

MR. KHOQJASTEH: Object --
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q -- 20257

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form
f oundati on. Vague as to "final decision."

THE W TNESS: Who made t he deci si
send the e-mail? Well, ultimately, Crystal
the e-mail, so she had to make the decision
this is part of the process. |If you are go
consider a RIF, you have to follow a proces
we were follow ng the process.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Who decided to inplenent a RIF?

A We didn't inplenent a RIF --

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form
and answer ed.

THE W TNESS: We didn't inplenment

e
tion

25t h

Lacks

on to
sent

, but
ing to

s, and

Asked

a R F
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at that point. As it says here --

MS. GREENBERGER: No, | understand
that. W --

THE W TNESS: USAGM s -- we are
"enclosing a prelimnary notification to the
uni on stating USAGM s intent to inplenment a RIF
for multiple conpetitive areas.”

And then it goes on to say the
notifications -- I'mtrying to find where -- it
doesn't necessarily mean that those people wl
be RIF'd. It's just notifying. 1It's a
requi renent.

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q It's a requirenent that arises once the

agency determ nes --

A VWhat the statutory mninmmis.
Q Pl ease let nme --

A Sorry.

Q -- finish ny question. It's a

requi rement that arises once the agency
determ nes that it's intending to inplenment a

reduction in force, correct?
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A Yes.

Q And so ny question is: \Who at the
agency decided that it intended to inmplenment a
reduction in force? That was you, correct?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Asked
and answer ed.

THE WTNESS: | think it really was the
team because we had what came down on the 14th
as an executive order to -- so the President
really decided to reduce the agency to its
statutory m ni num and then between the 14th when
this came out and when the e-mail was sent out,
they canme up with what the statutory m ni num was.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Okay. So let's turn to that. So you
said that you cane up with the statutory m ni num
bet ween the 14th when the EO cane out and the
e-mails that were sent on March 25t h?

A That's what it | ooks Iike, yeah.

Q And | think you're referring to a plan
t hat you gave to Congress on June 3rd?

Well, let me ask it a different way.
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Are you referring to the plan you gave Congress
on June 3rd?
A Can you see -- can you show ne what
that is?
MS. GREENBERGER: Sure. It's been

premar ked as Exhibit 3, so let nme hand that to

you.
(Deposition Exhibit Nunmber 3 was
mar ked for identification.)
MR. KHOJASTEH: Thank you.
MS. GREENBERGER: You can put those
aside. |'mnot sure we'll need them

THE W TNESS: Are we still talking
about Crystal Thomas' --
MS. GREENBERGER: No. We'll conme back
to it, but not right now.
THE W TNESS: Okay.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q So I'''m handi ng you Exhibit 3 --
A Thr ee.
Q -- which is a docunent signed by you on

June 3rd, 2025, enclosing what you're calling the
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Page
USAGM Stat M n, correct?

A Well, yes, | signed the first page,
t hen senior career |eadership signed the | ast
page of this exhibit.

Q And, first, just as a prelimnary
matter, you signed this as the senior advisor
the chief operating officer?

A Yes.

Q Who was the chief operating officer
June 3rd?

A The acting chief operating officer
Victor Morales.

Q Victor Morales was both the CEO and
chi ef operating officer?

A Oh, I"'msorry. | thought that said
chief -- pardon ne. That m ght be a typo,
actually.

Q And so what do you believe that was
supposed to say?

A CEO.

Q It should say senior advisor to the

CEO?

149

and

to

on

S

t he
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A Yeah.
Q Okay. And turning to the first --
there's the letter that's on page 1 and then the

encl osure that's a --

A Stat m n docunent.
Q -- three-page enclosure. That's the
stat mn document. Okay. So I'll try to be

clear as to ny questioning which |I'm asking
about.

Who drafted the stat m n docunment?

MR. KHQJASTEH: |'m going to object to
form and I'malso going to instruct the witness
not to answer questions regarding the preparation
of this docunment to the extent that doing so
woul d di scl ose attorney-client conmunications.

You can answer the question she asked,
which is a who question.

THE WTNESS: Well, | think it would
actually go to attorney-client privilege, because
our GC was very nuch involved in the creation of

this, so | don't want to go there.
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BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Thi s docunent on the top says
"Recommendati on," correct?

A Yeah.

Q And who is the recommendati on bei ng
made to?

A | would say to, you know, the CEO

reconmendati on to whoever is going to ultimately
make the decision and how we make the deci sion.
And it's going to be a recommendation to a | ot of
peopl e at the agency because sonebody m ght be in
charge of the Farsi |anguage. Sonmebody m ght be
I n charge of China. So this is reconmendation to
people as we go forward inplenenting the
executive order.

Q So is this a recommendati on that
sonebody el se at the agency needed to approve or
di sapprove, or is this a final decision?

A It's a reconmmendati on gui deline so that
we can go forward and effectuate the continuing
reduction of the federal bureaucracy executive

order.
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Q So this was a final decision of the
agency, not a recommendation that needed
approval, correct?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Calls
for | egal conclusion.

Also will instruct you not to answer to
t he extent that doing so discloses communications
you've had with attorneys regarding the issue of
whether this is a -- what did you say, final?

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Let me ask it a different way.

Did you understand that after this
docunment was issued, sonmeone had to evaluate it
and decide whether to accept or reject the
recommendati on?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object --

THE W TNESS: Yeah, | guess.

MR. KHQJASTEH: Yeah, go ahead.

THE W TNESS: Yeah.

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q And who was that sonmeone who had to

deci de whether to accept or reject -- or reject
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t he recomendati on?

A | think a ot of people had to at | east
under st and what was going on. And | don't think
It needed to be accepted. What needed to be
accepted was that the President had ordered us to
reduce the agency to its statutory mninmum This
I s guidance for what statutory mninmmis.

Q And it's guidance because the agency
had made its determ nation that this was the
statutory m ninum correct?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Calls
for a |l egal conclusion.

You can answer .

THE W TNESS: The top senior career
| eadershi p signed off and nmade the deci sion that
this was statutory mnimum | was sinply asking
them what is statutory mninun? This is the
docunment .
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And they -- when did you -- strike
t hat .

You spoke about the senior |eadershinp,
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and there's six people listed at the -- at the
bottom That's the senior |eadership you're
di scussi ng?

A Yes.

Q And when was this plan, the statutory
m ni mum pl an, conpl et ed?

A | think it was conpleted on the date --
the 18th. That's what | believe.

Q March 18t h?

A Yeah. Based on the signatures.

Q And - -

A It 1 ooks |ike Roman signed it on the
18t h.

Q He digitally signed it on the 18th,

correct?
A Uh- huh.
Q Sorry. You have to say yes.
A Yes.

Q And | think you said earlier that you
had -- on March 15th, you took those actions
whil e the agency determ ned what the statutory

m ni mum was, correct?
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MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Vague.
Same objection as earlier. Vague as to "you."

Go ahead.

THE WTNESS: Yes. It is -- | mean, |
worked in consultation with the | eadership and
seni or career |eadership at the agency, including
Vi ctor.

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q When did USAGM start preparing the stat
m ni nrum pl an?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Asked
and answer ed.

THE W TNESS: | don't have that date.
| mean, it was somewhere between --

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Not before March 14th, right?
A | don't believe it was, no.
Q Yeah. So it would be sonetime between

March 15th and March 18th --

A | can't get --
Q -- they started --
A -- into the m nd of general counsel if
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they were starting to, you know, | ook at the --
read the tea | eaves of what was happening in the
government being -- you know, if people started
to think about it, but --

Q But to your know edge, it started after
t he EO was i ssued, correct?

A The creation of this menmo or this
executive summary, that came after the 15th.

Q And when you received this
recommendation -- well, first of all, when did
you receive this recommendati on?

A Somewnhere around the 18th.

Q And when you received it, did you adopt

MR. KHOJASTEH: Go ahead. You can
answer that question.

THE W TNESS: It becane gui dance for
what statutory m nium was so that we could
effectuate the President's executive order.

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q And it becanme gui dance as of what date?

A Ri ght around that date.
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Q March 18th. And you were the one who
determ ned that this should become the gui dance
t hat the agency follows, correct?
MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form
M scharacterizes testinmony. Vague as to "you."
THE WTNESS: | don't know if it was
just me, no. | think, you know, we've --
obvi ously, there were several people who signed
off on this.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q You had said in your letter to Congress
on the first page --
A Okay.
Q -- that it was -- the plan was
devel oped by senior career USAGM | eader shi p.
Ot her than the six people who are
| isted at the back of the docunent, are there any
ot her career USAGM | eadership to your know edge
that were involved in devel oping the plan?
MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form |I'm
going to instruct you not to answer to the extent

t hat doing so reveals attorney-client
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conmmuni cati ons.

THE WTNESS: |'m going to pass on
answering that on the recommendati on of ny
attorney.

MS. GREENBERGER: The identity of
career USAGM | eadership that were involved in
this is not privileged.

MR. KHOJASTEH: |If she has -- if she
has i ndependent know edge -- do you want to go
off the record and tal k about this real quick?

MS. GREENBERGER: \Why don't we cone
back to this. Wiy don't we talk about it at a
break, because | think --

MR. KHOJASTEH: Sure.

MS. GREENBERGER: -- we'll take a break
soon.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Speaki ng of the signatories, Ms. Thomas
and M. Luer and M. Balazs -- apologies for the
pronunci ation -- they did not either sign it or
digitally sign it, correct?

A They did not? No, they did. They did
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sign it.
Q Do you understand there's a difference

bet ween a digital signature and someone pasting

sonmebody's name in italics?

A Are you accuse --
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object -- object to
form |f you think there's a distinction, lay a

foundati on.
MS. GREENBERGER: Ckay.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Did M. Mn hand sign this document?
A Yes. Some people choose to hand sign.
Q And did Mr. Morales hand sign this
document ?
A It looks like it.
Q And did M. Morali (ph) digitally sign
this document?
MR. KHOJASTEH: M. --
THE W TNESS: M. Morali?
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q |*"msorry. M. Napoli.
A Yeah. That | ooks |ike a digital
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si gnature.

Q And what's a digital signature?

A | think it's something that you've
pl aced your signature in a -- you've approved and
put it in, right.

Q And the final three signatories didn't
digitally sign it; is that correct?

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on.

THE WTNESS: | mean, this is kind of,
| guess, a formof digital signature. They
adhered that thenselves and sent it back.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q You have personal know edge that each
of those three final three signatories adhered
their name in italics and sent it back?

A I --

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Should | answer?

MR. KHOQJASTEH: You can answer.

THE WTNESS: | did not watch themw th
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but they sent this back with
unl ess somebody had

keyboar d.

Are you assum ng -- are you asking |ike
It was --

MS. GREENBERGER: |'m just asking a
questi on.

THE W TNESS: -- somebody else did
t hat ?

MS. GREENBERGER: Ms. Lake, I'mreally
just asking a question.

THE W TNESS: Okay.

MS. GREENBERGER: |' m not maki ng
accusati ons.

MR. KHOJASTEH: |t sounds |ike an
accusati on.

THE WTNESS: It really does.

MS. GREENBERGER: It does seemto sound
t hat way --

MR. KHOJASTEH: Before --

MS. GREENBERGER: -- to you guys. It
was not nmy intent, and | think we should nove on.
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BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Did USAGM send the statutory m ni nmum
docunment to any other agencies before it was
finalized, to your know edge?
A Send? \What do you nean by send?
Q Share a draft of this --
A Share, yes.
Q Ckay. And what agencies saw a draft of
this docunment before it was finalized?
MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on.
THE W TNESS: Not a draft, but when
this form was conpl eted and signed by the senior
career | eadership at our agency, this was shared

with the United States Departnent of State.

And | believe it was shared -- | don't
know i f it was shared with OPM | don't --
stri ke that. | don't know -- |I'"m not sure, so |

don't want to say if it was.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q You' re not sure about OPM but you are

sure about Department of --
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A Yes.
Q -- State? Okay.
And was this shared with Departnment of
State after the statutory m ninmum was finalized
or before the statutory m nimum was finalized?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Asked

and answer ed.

THE W TNESS: This -- are you saying
this -- before this was created? This was shared
with State -- after this was created, this

executive summry recommendation, it was shared
with the Departnment of State.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q And was there a step between it being a
reconmendati on and it being what the agency was
going to foll ow?
A | don't know about a step. | nmean --
Q Was there an approval process?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on.
THE WTNESS: This is a guideline to

how we woul d effectuate the statutory m ni mum
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BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q And once it was --
A And as you can see, we've done a little
bit different than this, because this -- the

seni or career |eadership of this agency only
wanted 81 or 82 people, and we have nore than
t hat .
Q And I'm-- 1"l ask you some questions
about that.
Does this statutory m ni mum pl an
consi der how many | anguages VOA was required to

br oadcast i n?

A It looks like it did.

Q Where in the docunent is that?

A What's the question? How many
| anguages?

Q Yes.

A WIl you repeat that, what you are
aski ng?

Q Sure. Does this statutory m nimum pl an
consi der how many | anguages VOA was required to

br oadcast i n?
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A It looks like it says Farsi, China
br oadcasti ng, Afghanistan and -- oh, here it is.

Af ghani st an, Cuba broadcasting, Farsi, Pashto.
It would be Pashto and Dari for Afghanistan,
Spani sh for Cuba.

Q And i s your understandi ng that the
statutory m nimum plan is saying that there is no
requi rement to broadcast in any other |anguage?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Obj ect - -
THE W TNESS: That's --

MR. KHOJASTEH: -- to form To the
extent that -- you're just asking her to
understand this, not -- no comuni cations with

her | awyers about what this neans and --

MS. GREENBERGER: |' m not aski ng about
her communi cations with her |awers. |'m asking
about what the docunment neans.

THE W TNESS: What | see in this
docunent, it does not have -- what was the
guestion? MWhat | anguage?

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Whet her this docunment is taking the
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position that USAGM does not need to broadcast in
any of the other |anguages other than the four
t hat are nmentioned.

A What this docunment says is that these
four that are nentioned are the statutory
m ni mum

Q Did this docunent -- you said this
docunment was finalized on March 18th, correct?

A That's what it | ooks |i ke based on

the --
Q And - -
A -- date.
Q -- did it imediately become the agency

position as of March 18th?
A It becanme a guideline.
Q And what's the difference between a
gui deline and a position in your view?
MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.
THE WTNESS: | nean, that's pretty
obvious. A guideline is something you use as a

gui deline to decide -- a guide to decide
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deci sions going forward.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Wel |, you understood that the EO said
t hat you needed to reduce the performance of the
agency's function to the statutory m ni mum
correct?

A It said -- no. It said, "the
non-statutory conponents and functions of the
foll ow ng governnmental entities shall be

elimnated to the maxi num extent consistent with

the | aw. "
Q And so --
A To the maxi mum extent.
Q And wasn't this statutory m ni mum

docunment | aying out the maxi num extent consistent
with | aw?
A Yes.
Q And so howis it that it was only a
gui deline to guide your decision?
A Well, we --
MR. KHQIJIASTEH. Object to form [|I'm

going to instruct the witness not to answer to
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the extent that doing so would disclose |egal
advi ce you received fromyour general counsel.
THE WTNESS: |'mgoing to forego
answering that.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q So, as of March 18th, the stat m nimum

docunent gui ded the agency's decisions; is that

correct?

A That's correct.

Q And is that true till today? This is
still the docunent that is guiding the agency's

decisions in inplementing the EO?

A It's a foundational docunment that we
can rely on.

Q Are there other foundational docunents
that the agency is relying on in inmplenmenting the
EO?

A | think it's just the advice of people
who are working in the newsroom | eading the
newsroom and we want to nmake sure that we are
covering those four |anguages. So we have the

ability to have nore people occasionally if we
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have breaking news or fewer people, but we use
this as the guideline for which | anguages we
shoul d be coveri ng.

Q And are there other foundational
docunments that you |l ook at in guiding the
agency's decision-making in inplementing the EO?

A Executive order.

MR. KHOQJASTEH. Object to form Asked
and answer ed.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Ot her than that document?

MR. KHQJASTEH:. Same objecti on.

THE W TNESS: The other -- what was the
guestion?
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Were there any docunents other than the
EO itself and the stat mn neno that the agency
uses to guide its decision-making to inplenment
t he EO?

A Well, a lot of the statute, | guess --
| mean, what my attorneys, which | won't go into,

did to come up with -- 1"l just stop that.
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Q Ckay. Ot her than the statutes and the

EO itself and the stat m nimum docunent, are
t here any other docunments that guide the agency's
deci sion-making in inplenmenting the EO?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Vague
as to docunents.

THE W TNESS: The U. S. Constitution,
Article II.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Any ot her docunments?
A | think that's good. | mean, there may
be others, but | can't think of any right now.

MR. KHOJASTEH: |Is this an okay tinme to
take a break?

MS. GREENBERGER: Sure.

THE W TNESS: Are we going to continue
on this? How nmuch nore do we have on this?
Because |I'm fine not eating right now.

MR. KHQJASTEH:. |If there's --

MS. GREENBERGER: | have a good anount
nmor e.

MR. KHQIJASTEH:. So why don't we wait --

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N

N NN P R R R R R R R R R
N P O O 0 N O 0o B WO N +—» O

Case 1:25-cv-01015-RCL  Document 158  Filed 09/22/25 Page 174 of 549

Page 171

why don't we take a five-m nute break, and we'll
come back.

THE W TNESS: Okay.

MS. GREENBERGER: All right. That's
fine.

VI DEO TECHNI CI AN:  This marks the end
of Media Unit No. 2. Going off the record, the
time is 12:39 p. m

(Recess 12:39 p.m to 12:55 p.m)

VI DEO TECHNI CI AN:  This marks the
begi nning of Media Unit No. 3. Going back on the
record, the time is 12:55 p. m
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q | guess good afternoon, Ms. Lake. So,
continuing on with Exhibit 3, when did you first
see the statutory m n docunment ?

A It would be right around between the
14t h, but probably between Monday and -- what day
of the week was the 18th? Does anybody know?

Q | believe it was a Tuesday. The 14th
was a Friday, Saturday, Sunday. Tuesday.

A | woul d guess probably -- this is a
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guess -- the night before or earlier in the day.

Q Earlier in the day of the day --

A If this was signed --

Q -- before it was --

A What tinme was this signed? Noon. |
don't renmenber if | saw it that -- | just don't
remenmber, so I'm-- | mean, it's within a w ndow

of a few days.

Q But you saw it shortly before it was
finalized?

A | saw it before it had all of the
si gnat ures.

Q And did you -- did you ask for any
changes to the text?

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form To the
extent that your conmunications regarding this
docunent were with general counsel, |I'"mgoing to
i nstruct you not to answer.

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Let me ask it a different way. 1|s the
version that you first saw the sane as the

version that we're looking at in Exhibit 3, other
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t han the signatures?

A | relied on senior career officials to
come up with this plan. They have the experience
of many, many decades at the agency and in the
government, and so | did not call for themto
change the pl an.

Q So it sounds |like the answer to ny
guestion is yes, the version you first saw is the

same as the version we're | ooking at here in

Exhi bit 37

A | believe so. | mean, maybe a typo
here or there was -- roughly the sane.

Q And this docunent says there's an
executive summry. |Is there --

A VWWher e?

Q |'msorry. On the top of the statutory
m ni mum

A It says executive summry?

Q Yes.

A Yeah.

Q And is there another docunent that's

t he | onger version?
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A | don't know.
MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Lacks
foundation. | think m sunderstands the docunent.
THE W TNESS: When you say docunent, |

think of this as being a document and this as
bei ng a docunent. |Is that what you're referring
to? |Is there some sort of a nmeno or a paper that
woul d be a docunment? Vhat are you referring to
as docunent ?
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q So, at this point, |I'msaying, is there
a longer version of this plan, this statutory
m ni rum pl an, other than this three-page version?

A Anyt hing that would have cone before
this would be communi cati ons had with ny
att orney.

Q And | understand there was an objection
fromyour counsel, so | just want to make cl ear
t hat when |I'm asking a question about you, | nmean
you, Ms. Lake, personally. Okay?

A And | think I've made very cl ear that

l''m not an enperor. | am one person at an
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agency, and | rely on ateam | rely on the
seni or career |eadership to help come up with
this. It wasn't just me. If it were just ne, |
woul d have maybe had a different plan --

Q So you --

A -- but | relied on other people. So |
work with others.

Q You personally notified Senator G aham
on June 3rd about the stat m ni mum plan, correct?

A Yes.

Q And why did you not -- well, let nme ask
It a different way.

Did you notify Congress in any other
way about this plan between March 18th when it
was finalized and June 3rd?

A Bet ween March --
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form

THE W TNESS: -- 18th and June 3rd. |
don't know. |I'd have to look. | may have had
conversations. | talk to people all over. And |

don't know, because | don't want to say that |

had no conversations with anybody in Congress and

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N

N NN P R R R R R R R R R
N P O O 0 N O 0o B WO N +—» O

Case 1:25-cv-01015-RCL  Document 158  Filed 09/22/25 Page 179 of 549

Page 176

maybe, in passing, we tal ked about the
President's executive order. So | don't know. |
really don't.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Do you have any specific nenory of
telling anybody in Congress about the stat
m ni mrum plan prior to June 3rd?

A |'d have to | ook at ny schedule. |
don't know.

Q Okay. And --

A And | should note that, you know, you
had asked about this, if | thought this was the
final -- the end all.

| mention right here to Lindsey
Graham -- and | know | nentioned it to Chairman
Mast and others -- "While we anticipate being
above the originally proposed statutory m ni num

staffing nunbers,"” which are in this docunent,
"the plan to effectuate the President's Executive
Order is still developing.™

This was very early. This was very

early in the process.
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"As we work to adhere to the executive
order, please consider this required
Congressional Notification."

Q And did --

A So it's alittle nmore fluid.

Q And did you give any prior
congressional notification, any forml
congressional notification, prior to June 3rd
about the stat m ni mum pl an?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Asked
and answer ed.

THE WTNESS: | don't -- | think this
was the first, but I'mnot 100 percent certain.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And why did you wait until June 3rd, to
t he best of your menmory, to notify Congress?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form To the
extent that -- you can answer the question to the
extent that it does not reveal communications you
had with your | awyers at the agency or el sewhere.

THE WTNESS: | don't think it was any

nefarious reason. |t was just a |ot was
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happening. This canme down on the 14th. W
have -- had a | ot of decisions to make. We
needed to have a plan developed really in seven
days. That was -- this was required.

As it says in the executive order,
within 7 days of the date of this order, the head
of each governnental entity listed in subsection
(a) shall submt a report to the Director of
Of fice of Managenment and Budget confirm ng full
conpliance with this order.

So there's a lot to acconplish, and I

think we were working on all -- a |lot of noving
parts. It's sonmething that was very new to the
agency.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And did the agency issue this report to
OVMB within seven days?

A | believe we did. One of our detailees
was fromOWVB, so | think it was --

Q And are you aware that the 2024
Appropriations Act requires that if there's

significant nodifications to USAGM br oadcast
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hours that were previously justified to Congress
t hat that shall be subject to regular
notification procedures?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Calls
for | egal conclusion.

And to the extent that disclosing --
you can answer the question. However, to the
extent that doing so discloses comunications or
an understandi ng you' ve received from counsel,

' mgoing to instruct you not to answer.

THE W TNESS: Repeat the question. |

apol ogi ze.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Do you understand that the 2024
Appropriations Act requires you to notify the
Comm ttee on Appropriations if there's
significant nodifications to USAGM broadcasti ng
hours that were previously justified to Congress?

MR. KHQJASTEH:. Same objecti on.

THE W TNESS: My attorney, GC, was
briefing me on a lot of things. | don't want to

go into details, but we worked to make sure that
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we followed every single step. There are a | ot
of steps when you nmake any -- any action you make
I n governnment, there are steps that you have to
follow, and we worked diligently to make sure we
did those. |If this is considered |late, June 3rd,
you know, we were working as fast as we coul d.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Does this, in your view, constitute

notifying Congress of nodifications to broadcast
hour s?

MR. KHQJIASTEH: Object to form

To the extent you have a view
I ndependent from that which you | earned from
communi cations with counsel, you can answer.

THE W TNESS: The | ast --

MR. KHQJIASTEH. COtherwise, I'mgoing to
i nstruct you not to answer.

THE WTNESS: Well, I'lIl just read
what's in the |ast sentence here.

"As we work to adhere to the EO, please
consider this the required Congressional

Notification to satisfy notice for the potenti al
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reorgani zati on, consolidations, and/or program
term nations.”
This way, they wouldn't be caught off
guar d.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q And woul d you agree with nme that when
Congress appropriates noney for broadcasting,
they like to know whet her that noney was used as
it was justified by the agency?
MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Calls
for specul ation.
THE W TNESS: | don't know.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q You don't know whether it would be --
A Well, | don't know if somebody m ght --
somebody m ght be upset about it, and sonebody
el se mght not. You're asking me to get into the
m nds of menbers of Congress.
Q "' m not asking about whether they'd be
upset. Whether they'd want to know.
Do you believe that the Congress would

want to know if nmoney that they had appropri ated,
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hundreds of mllions of dollars, was instead not
bei ng used for the purpose that was justified to
Congress --
MR. KHOJASTEH: Sane --
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q -- nanely, broadcasting?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Sane objection. Calls
for specul ation.

THE W TNESS: There's over 400 nenbers
of Congress in the House. | don't know what
their desires are.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Are you aware that USAGM has a plan for
a government shutdown?

A Yes.

Q And in the event of a governnment
shut down, USAGM can only retain people who are
necessary to performactivities expressly
aut hori zed by | aw?

A Yes.

Q And did you review the nost recent

gover nment shutdown pl an?
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A I --
MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.
THE W TNESS: | believe that cane
across ny desk, yes.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q And are you aware -- the wong one --
that the nost recent government shutdown plan has
963 people listed as necessary to perform
activities expressly authorized --
A Can | see that --
Q -- by |l aw?
A -- please?
MS. GREENBERGER: It's tab 44.
(Deposition Exhibit Nunber 10 was
mar ked for identification.)
THE WTNESS: | don't know if this is
t he nost recent, to be honest. | think there --
MS. GREENBERGER: Has t here --
THE W TNESS: -- m ght be sonething --
there m ght be one that's nmore recent than this.

Do you know what the date --
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MS. GREENBERGER: This is from --

THE W TNESS: -- of this --

MS. GREENBERGER: -- 2024.

THE W TNESS: Oh, yeah.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Do you have anyt hing
to, like, establish that other than --

THE W TNESS: Yeah. This is --

MR. KHOJASTEH: -- say so0?

MS. GREENBERGER: | mean, | was trying
to avoid printing dozens of pages. | could --

THE W TNESS: | would rather --

MS. GREENBERGER: -- send you the full
document .

MR. KHOJASTEH: ["mjust -- | just
mean, like, is there anything that you have |ike

the cover page of this that would show that it's

MS. GREENBERGER: You know what? \Why
don't we put this aside and we can cone back to
it after lunch.

THE W TNESS: Yeabh.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Again, |'mnot trying
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to --
MS. GREENBERGER: But --
MR. KHQJASTEH. -- give you a hard
time, Counsel, just --

MS. GREENBERGER: But ny question --
MR. KHQJASTEH: -- an unauthenticated
docunment that you're showing us with no heading,
not hi ng.
THE WTNESS: And this is, | believe,
an ol d one.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Okay. | want to turn back to the plan.
| just have a question that | hope you can answer
for me. The nunber on page 2, the 1,033 -- you
m ght need to squint a little.
A Yeah.
Q Is that the -- what -- what does that
nunmber represent?
A The nunber, it | ooks |ike the nunber of
wor kers at VOA that are in a conpetitive field.
There's nonconpetitive and there's conpetitive.

Q So is that the nunber that would be
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termnated to reach 81, or is that the total from
whi ch 81 would be term nated?

A | believe if you're reading this, of
the 936, this called -- this plan that was signed
off on by career agency staff called for the
elimnation of 90.6 percent of the staff in
Washi ngton, D.C., 3.1 percent in Mam,

2.6 percent in New York, if I"'mfollow ng this,
.7 percent in Geenville.

Q Yeah. So, just so | understand, these

are the nunber of people that would be laid off?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Strike -- object to

form | think she -- m scharacterizes her

testi nony.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q l"mreally not. This is not some sort
of trick question. |'mjust trying to understand
this docunment.

A This -- yeah, this is alittle
confusing. | don't know.

Q Okay.

A Can you ask Frank that? He would be
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better off to ask that.

Q Ckay. That's fine. Okay. So you
under stand that Judge Lanberth -- you can put
t hat aside; we m ght conme back to it -- issued a
prelimnary injunction on April 22nd?

A Yes.

Q And you | earned of it pronmptly after it
was i ssued?

A Yeah. |'msure it was pronptly.

Q And you understand that Part Il of the

Pl is not on appeal ?

A Yes.

Q And that nmeans it's in force right now?

A Yes.

Q And what is your understandi ng of what
Part 111 of the --

MR. KHQJASTEH. Go ahead. Answer.
['m - -
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q -- prelimnary injunction requires?
"' m not asking you to disclose any information

from counsel .
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MR. KHOJASTEH: " m going to instruct
you not to answer to the extent that your
understanding of Part IIl of the order is based
on communi cati ons you had with counsel.

THE W TNESS: Okay.

MS. GREENBERGER: Are you instructing
her not to answer at all?

MR. KHOJASTEH: My instruction stands.
|'"m going to instruct her not to answer to the
extent that her understanding is based on
communi cati ons she had with counsel.

If you have some i ndependent
under st andi ng, meaning you're going to put the
order in front of her and ask her what the words
on the page mean, go for it, but --

MS. GREENBERGER: Let's nove on.

MR. KHOJASTEH: -- if it's based on
her -- conversations with us or agency counsel,
it's plainly attorney-client.

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Did you understand as a defendant in

the case that you were required to conply with
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Judge Lanberth's order?

A Yes.

Q And did you understand that USAGM i s
al so a defendant and had to conply?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And do you agree that Judge
Lanberth was right to issue Part Il of the
prelimnary injunction?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form
THE WTNESS: Can | see that? | -- |

want to see what -- you're asking --
MS. GREENBERGER: | can read it to you.
THE WTNESS: -- if | agree with the

j udge?

MS. GREENBERGER: Yeah.
MR. KHQJASTEH: \What -- could you --

could you at | east explain --

MS. GREENBERGER: Sure. | can read to
you - -

MR. KHOJASTEH: -- read to her or show
her what --

MS. GREENBERGER: 1'Ill read to you what
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MR. KHOJASTEH: -- Part 111 says?

MS. GREENBERGER: -- Part 111l is. It's
just a sentence, so | --

THE W TNESS: Okay.

MS. GREENBERGER: -- don't know that |
printed it up.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q But it says, Defendants must, quote,

restore VOA programm ng such that USAGM fulfills
its statutory mandate that VOA, quote, serve as a
consistently reliable and authoritative source of
news - -

A Ri ght .

Q -- 22 U S.C. 6202.

A Yes. Yes.

Q And so ny question was: Do you agree
t hat Judge Lanberth was right to issue that
prelimnary injunction?

A | believe we didn't fight that part.
I's that correct, we didn't fight that part?

Because we agree.
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Q And - -
MR. KHOJASTEH: We -- yeah.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q It's okay. [|'Il go to my next
guesti on.
And Part 11l of the prelimnary

I njunction requires you as one of the defendants
ensure that VOA continues broadcasting.

I's that how you understand it?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form
What ever -- |I'mgoing to instruct her not to
answer to the extent that any part of her
under st andi ng of that order --

MS. GREENBERGER: 1 -- 110 --

MR. KHOJASTEH: -- is based
on conmmuni cati ons - -

THE W TNESS: That's true.

MR. KHOJASTEH: -- with | awyers.

MS. GREENBERGER: "1l withdraw the
gquesti on.

THE W TNESS: That's true.
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BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Did you take -- so we already

established that the injunction was issued on

April 22nd.
A I think there was a TRO, right?
Q And there was an earlier TRO --
A Whi ch was - -
Q -- froma judge in --
A -- on what --
Q -- New YorKk.
A -- date?

MR. KHOJASTEH: For his sake, |et her
ask the questions.
THE W TNESS: Okay.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q So let ne -- et me focus on the
prelimnary injunction.
Did you take any i medi ate steps after
April 22nd to restore VOA progranmm ng?
A Yes.
Q And what were the steps that you took?
A Well, the reason --
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MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form If you
kKnow.

THE W TNESS: The reason | asked about
the TROis that we wanted to figure out what the
stat m nimum was, and as we were in the process
of working through all of this, we were hit with
the TRO, which froze us.

We figured out immediately that O fice
of Cuba Broadcasting was statutorily required,
and we -- even though we had taken everybody at
OCB and put them on paid adm nistrative |eave, we
put the graphic up, and we brought themright
back. And then we were trying to cone up with
our plan for statutory mnimum and we had --
we're hit with a TRO and kind of froze in place.

So once the prelimnary order happened
and we started -- were told to start back up,
that we could start back up, it takes tine. The
machi ne had not noved for that nmuch of tine
because of the TRO
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q So the TRO, | can represent to you, was

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N

N NN P R R R R R R R R R
N P O O 0 N O 0o B WO N +—» O

Case 1:25-cv-01015-RCL  Document 158  Filed 09/22/25 Page 197 of 549

Page 194
on March 28t h.
A Uh- huh.
Q | s your position that you could not
start back up, neaning start -- restore VOA

programm ng after the March 28th TRO until the P
was i ssued?
MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form
' mgoing to instruct you not to answer
to the extent that your understanding of the
I npact of the March 28th TRO is based on your
communi cations with counsel .
THE WTNESS: |'m going to pass on
answering that.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Let me ask it a different way.
Were it not for the TRO on March 28th,
woul d you have different programm ng on
March 29t h and thereafter?
A No, | -- it's a process to determ ne
what the stat mnimumis and then make what is a
big machine nove. And it's just a long -- it's a

process. There's a lot of -- there's a |ot of
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novi ng parts.
Q And on --
A So we were working diligently to make

t hat happen.

Q And so, on March 18th, you determ ned
what the statutory m ni mum was, correct?

MR. KHOQJASTEH. Object to form Vague

as to "you."
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q So | want to -- you said to Congress
t hat the judge froze us, and maybe -- maybe the
better way to ask w t hout asking about your
counsel is: What did you nean when you said that
to Congress?

A We got hit with numerous malicious
|l awsuits, and it is a bit of a freezing pattern.
You are stuck in the mnutia of lawsuits, and it
can be -- it can have a chilling effect that kind
of freezes you. You're forced to be dealing with
this when what you're trying to do is get the
agency to stat mn.

Q And when you say you were frozen, what
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were you unable to do?
A To put 100 percent focus on getting us
to stat mn.
Q So, when you say you were frozen, it's

because you were thinking about the lawsuits? |Is
t hat what you're saying?
A No, |I'm not saying that. That's what
you' re sayi ng.
Q l"mreally just trying to understand.
When you were frozen, what couldn't the
agency do?
MR. KHOQJASTEH. Object -- |I'm--
THE W TNESS: |'ve already answered
t hat .
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q So between March 15th and April 22nd,
did any programm ng restart?
A Office of Cuba Broadcasting, | believe,

started up.

Q How about anything el se?
A | don't -- | don't recall.
Q Okay.
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A That woul d be a question that maybe
Leili or Frank woul d be better to answer.
Q And Persian News Network broadcasting

on TV restarted at a certain point, correct?

A Yes.
Q Ckay. So -- and was that point after
April 22nd?

MR. KHOQJASTEH. Object to form Asked
and answer ed.
THE WTNESS: | don't have the cal endar
in front of ne.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Ckay. So what steps did VOA take to
restore VOA -- |I'msorry.
What steps did the agency take to
restore VOA programm ng after it received the PI?
A well, we --
MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on.
THE W TNESS: Trying to figure out how
to take the stat mn that the President asked

for, which is the reduction to non-statutory
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conponents of functions shall be elimnated, so
elimnating anything that was non-statutory,
keepi ng what was statutory, and determ ning how
do we take what's statutory and get that over the
air.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q In late July, you told the press that
your goal is to shut the entire agency down as

per the instructions of President Trunp; is that

correct?

MR. KHQIJIASTEH. Object to --

THE WTNESS: Can | see the --

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Lacks
foundation. |If you want to show her sonet hing,
go for it.

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Well, this was quoted in the Court's
decision. You read the Court's decision, right?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Okay. Did you read the Court's
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OCbject to form
read a | ot of things.

Lacks foundati on.

THE WTNESS: | really do. It would be
nice to have the exact quote and not just
ski ppi ng sentences |i ke the fake news does.
MS. GREENBERGER: I[t's docunment 27. W
can mark this.
(Deposition Exhibit Nunmber 11 was
mar ked for identification.)
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q This is the Court's order dated
July 30th, 2025.
A Okay.
Q Have you seen this docunment before?
A " msure | have.
Q Ckay. And did you review it soon after

it came out?

MR. KHOJASTEH: You can -- you can
answer whether you reviewed this or not.
THE WTNESS: | -- you realize we have
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a lot of cases? |'ve seen a lot of this. I
probably did.

MS. GREENBERGER: Ckay.

THE W TNESS: | probably relied on ny
attorneys to advise ne on this.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q So turning to the bottom of page 9, do

you see that four lines up fromthe bottom the

Court says, "Defendant Kari Lake made the
followi ng on-the-record statement to a news
publication, as reported on July 22nd: OQur goal
Is to shut the entire agency down as per the
I nstructions of President Trunp . . . . And so
I*'m working to elimnate the agency, and it's
been a big job, but we're working hard on it."

A What's the question?

Q So nmy question was: Did you say that
to the press?

A Well, there's a dot dot dot dot, which
I ndi cates a whole |Iot was left out. If you'd

li ke to pull the exact interview and show me

that, then |I'd be happy to make -- respond to
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t hat, but the dot dot dot dot indicates there's a
lot that -- a lot that may have been said between
t he words "President Trunmp" and the words "and
so. "
Q So are you accusing the judge of
sel ectively quoting you?
MR. KHOQJASTEH: She's not accusing the
j udge of anyt hing.
THE WTNESS: |'mjust telling you I'm
not going to respond to it.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q well, ny --
MR. KHQJASTEH: Yeah.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q -- question is: Do you recall making
t hose two sentences -- that statenent?
A |"ve said a | ot of words, but 1'd

really Iike to know what's in the mddle of that.
It could be selective.
Q Do you recall, or you don't recall?
MR. KHQJASTEH: She just answered.
MS. GREENBERGER: No, she didn't.
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THE WTNESS: | would like to see the
entire -- this is a small segnent of an
interview, and in typical fashion, the nedia
li kes to pull apart just little --

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q This is not a quote in the nmedia. This
Is a quote in the court order, correct?

MR. KHQJASTEH. That he's citing from
medi a reports.

THE W TNESS: Yeah.

MR. KHOJASTEH: He's not -- do
you think -- just for the record, Counsel, do you
think that the judge was the reporter on this?

MS. GREENBERGER: I think you're
m sunder st andi ng, sir.

MR. KHQOJASTEH: | think, then, you
shoul d ask better questions.

MS. GREENBERGER: | think you don't
understand the citation.

THE W TNESS: If you --

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Let's -- let's nmove on. |I'mgoing to
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come back to this.

So, since the prelimnary injunction
has gone into effect, the VOA has only broadcast
in four | anguage -- is only providing
broadcasting for four |anguage services; is that
correct?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form

THE W TNESS: | believe so.

Af ghani st an, Persian, Cuba and Mandari n.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And prior to your takeover at USAGM
how many | anguages was VOA broadcasti ng?

A It depends if you're | ooking at just
VOA or you're |l ooking at the grantees, but
dozens.

Q Over 45?

A Sounds good.

Q | think 49's the right number. And did
you consult with the secretary -- strike that.

Did you -- so, first of all, | believe
t he nunber is 49. Do you -- do you agree that's

accur ate?
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A You say so. |t sounds right.

Q And did you consult with the Secretary
of State concerning the deletion of the other
approxi mately 45 | anguage services?

A Consulted with the Departnent of State.

Q And what docunents, whether that be
e-mails, menos, reflect that you consulted with
t he Departnment of State?

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.

THE WTNESS: | put -- there's a meno
t hat shows that we had that --

MS. GREENBERGER: And who - -

THE W TNESS: -- that neeting.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And who was at the meeting?

A Oh, boy. Menbers of the Secretary's
team high-level nmenbers of the Departnment of
St at e.

Q And when was that neeting?

A | want to say it was the 18th or the

19t h.
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Q Of what nont h?

A Of March. So within that seven-day
wi ndow of the President's executive order.

Q And in that nmeeting, you said that you
were going to stop | anguage broadcast -- stop
broadcasting in about 45 | anguages?

A In that neeting, we discussed the
Presi dent's executive order, what it meant, what
he was calling for us to do at the agency in the

executive order, which was to bring this agency

down to its statutory mnimum reduce -- that the

non-statutory conponents and functions of the
agency would be elimnated to the maxi mum ext ent
consistent with applicable | aw
And then we presented themw th the

pl an t hat was devel oped by senior career
| eader shi p, who assessed what the statutory
m nimumis and signed off on it, which is your,
beli eve, Exhibit 3, show ng them which | anguages
we woul d be doing and woul d not be doing.

Q And in the fiscal year 2025 budget

justification, VOA had represented to Congress
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that it would broadcast in, you know, whether
It's 48 or 49 | anguages; is that right?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.

THE W TNESS: In the what? 1In the
what? |'m sorry.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q In the budget justification for the
2025 fiscal year.

A What about it?

Q In that budget justification, did VOA
represent how many | anguages it would broadcast
I n?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.

THE W TNESS: The 2025 budget woul d
have been put together approximtely when, that
justification?

MR. KHOJASTEH: If you don't know, you
don't know, Ms. Lake --

THE W TNESS: Well, | --

MR. KHOJASTEH: -- it's okay.
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THE W TNESS: -- believe it was put
t oget her by the previous adm nistration before
t he executive order of March 14th, Continuing the
Reducti on of the Federal Bureaucracy, was issued.
s that right?

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q So the budget justification that was
I ssued prior to the EO, do you understand that it
represented that there would be broadcasting in
48 or 49 | anguages?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.

Do you want to ask her whet her she
reviewed it? Do you want to at |east lay the
foundati on? Does she know what it is, when it
was created? These are just foundation.

MS. GREENBERGER: | just don't think
t hose are necessary, but | appreciate the
assi stance.

MR. KHOJASTEH: It would -- it would
have just cut through a |lot for you.

THE W TNESS: When was it created? Do
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you know the date? | would |ike to know, because
| know it was --

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Have you -- have you reviewed the

budget justification that was sent to Congress

prior to the EO?

A | believe that | have seen that. It
was a -- kind of a shiny brochure type. 1|s that
what |'m-- do you have it in front -- do you
have it? |1'd like to take a ook at it. | think

| know what you're tal king about.

Q Are you aware whet her USAGM prior to
the EO, had informed Congress how many | anguages
it woul d broadcast in?

A ' m assum ng they did.

Q Okay. And what do you understand USAGM
prior to the EO had told Congress about how many
| anguages it would be broadcasting in?

A Probably dozens, as you said. But,
again, the EO cane out on March 14t h.

Q And in your view, after the EO cane

out, that controlled and USAGM had no obligation
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to comply with what it told Congress?

MR. KHOQJASTEH. Object to form

You can answer that question. However,
to the extent that your view of what controls and
what doesn't control is based on communi cations
you've had with counsel, |I'mgoing to instruct
you not to answer.

THE W TNESS: What was the question?

MS. GREENBERGER: Can you read back the
guestion, please?

(Wher eupon, the reporter read the

record as requested.)

MR. KHQJASTEH:. Sane instruction. |If
you have an i ndependent view separate from advice

you received from counsel, you can testify as to

it. Otherwise, I'"'mgoing to instruct you not to
answer .

THE WTNESS: | think I"mgoing to go
with that, you know, |I'd rather not discuss what

my thoughts are on that based on what nmy attorney

just said.
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BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Do you have no

t han what you consulted w

A l"d i ke to make sure that

goi ng agai nst

Q But counsel and

I f you have an independent

Page 210

ndependent vi ew ot her
th counsel ?

| ' m not

counsel 's advi ce.

| are both saying that

vi ew separate from

what your

attorney told you,

you're required to

answer the question.

MR. KHQJASTEH:. Yeah, if you have a

view -- if it's okay -- if you have a view

I ndependent of what you had -- the discussions

you had with agency counsel or the Departnent of

Justice as to whet her the executive --

THE W TNESS: Meaning nmy view is

different?

VR. KHOJASTEH: VWhet her the executive

order as a matter of controls over

what

| aw governs - -

prior congressional -- this is what you're

asking, right? Prior congressional

justifications, budget justifications, which

one's controlling? |If you have a view as to
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this, as a matter of |aw, independent of anything

you ever |earned fromus or from agency counsel,

then -- then you can testify --
THE WTNESS: |'mnot a | egal expert,
so nmy view wouldn't even matter in that. |'m

going to go with what ny attorneys --
MR. KHOQJASTEH. But if you have a view
one way or the other as to -- like that's

separate and apart from --

THE W TNESS: | understand what you're
sayi ng.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Yeah. Yeah. That's
why I'mjust -- that's --

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q It's not about whether it matters.
It's about whether you have a view. Do you have
a view?

A No, | don't.

Q Your decl aration, which you can turn
back to, which is Exhibit 1 --

A Okay.

MR. KHQJASTEH. We're goi ng August?
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MS. GREENBERGER: August, correct.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And I'm going to ask you some questions
about paragraph 6, if you want to | ook at that.

A Okay. Let me read through that real
qui ck.

Q Sur e.

A This refers to M. Wico's prior

decl aration. Do you have a copy of that?

Q | do, although I'm not asking about
t hat paragraph, but that's fine. | can give that
to you.

MS. GREENBERGER: Do you renenber what
that is? Yeah, it's 36.

THE W TNESS: As discussed in depth in
M. Wico's --

MR. KHOJASTEH: \Whi ch paragraph are we
| ooki ng at?

MS. GREENBERGER: I'm - -

MR. KHOJASTEH: Six, right?

MS. GREENBERGER: Si x, which doesn't --

THE WTNESS: Oh, is it b --
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MS. GREENBERGER: -- refer --
THE WTNESS: -- 6(b)~?
MR. KHOJASTEH: | think you m ght be
| ooking at the wrong -- is it -- are you |l ooking

at August ?
THE WTNESS: Six. And then | got down
to b here.
MS. GREENBERGER: Yeah. Onh, here.
Yeah, there's a little reference to Wico, so
that's fine.
THE W TNESS: Okay.
(Deposition Exhibit Number 12 was
mar ked for identification.)
MR. KHQJASTEH:. Thank you. This one is
mar ked what ?
MR. BLUM N: Twel ve.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q And |I'm handing the witness Exhibit 12,
which is the declaration of Frank Wco, dated
June 27th, 2025, at the witness's request.
A Okay. Okay. You're just going to ask

about 67
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Q Correct.
A Okay. Okay. |I'mtrying to find where
he referred to that. Maybe it was in here. Dar
and Pashto. Oh, here it is. OCkay. | think I'm

ready.

Q Ckay. So your declaration of 8/13,
which is Exhibit 1, paragraph 6, says that USGM
-- "USAGM has identified the | anguage services it
Is required to maintain" --

A Yeah.

Q -- "namely, Mandarin, Farsi, Dari, and
Pashto in accordance with the International
Br oadcasting Act."

s USAGM s current view that it is only
required to maintain those four |anguage
services --

MR. KHOQJASTEH: |'m sorry. Guys, do
you m nd just --

Go ahead. Sorry. | couldn't follow
both. Sorry. Go ahead.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q s USAGM s current view that it is only
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required to maintain those four identified
| anguage services pursuant to federal statutes?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form
Coul d you -- could you repeat that
guestion? | just want to make sure that we're
not invading the attorney-client privilege here.
Go for it.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Well, this says US -- you said to the
Court that USAGM has identified the | anguage
services it is required to maintain and |ists
four. Is that still USAGM s position that those
are the four required | anguage services?

A Well, as | stated in the June 3rd
congressional notification, we anticipate being
above the originally proposed statutory m ni num
And this is a -- this is what we believe is
statutorily required, but we could do nore,
possi bly.

Q Do you understand the VOA -- that there
Is a statute that states that VOA is required to

broadcast via radio to North Korea specifically?
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A There's been sonme --
MR. KHOQJASTEH. Object to form
VWhat ever you understand -- if you're asking her
to ook at a statute and read the words on the
page, great.
What ever you understand about any of
t hese statutes and what they require and what --
how we're conplying with them are subject to
attorney-client conmmunications. |'minstructing
you not to answer.
THE W TNESS: |'m going by what ny
attorneys have told ne.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Do you understand - -
A And general counsel.
Q As the acting CEO of USAGM, do you
under st and whet her or not there is a statute
concerning VOA broadcasting to North Korea?

A The general counsel at USAGM put

together the stat mn docunentation. It was part
of that process. | didn't pull this out of thin
air --
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Q " m not asking about --
A -- to put this together.
Q I*'m not asking about the stat mn --
A So I"'mleaning on -- |I'm |l eaning on
counsel .

MR. KHOJASTEH: And we're going to be
very careful with how we start answering these
questi ons.

I'm just going to ask you to sl ow down
I n your responses --

THE W TNESS: Okay.

MR. KHOJASTEH: -- because | need to
make sure -- | want to give counsel the
opportunity to conduct her exam nation, and |
don't want to obstruct her ability to ask you
your personal views or personal know edge. But
we need to draw a distinction here between what
you've |l earned from counsel -- explaining it to
Ms. Lake, not explaining it to you.

You need to draw a distinction between
what you | earned from counsel and what you

yoursel f know. So go ahead. Go ahead. |[|'m
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sorry, Counsel. Go ahead.

THE WTNESS: In comng up with what
statutory m ni nrum was, as you know, | |eaned on
the career | eadership at the agency. Primarily,
t he general counsel decided what statutory
mnimmwas. | didn't decide. He did. And the
rest of the senior career |eadership with decades
and decades of experience signed off on that.

That's what | lean on. |'mnot a
| awyer, and so | have to |lean on the attorneys at
t he agency, and | did that.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Is it fair to say that VOA has not
provi ded any broadcasting in Korea at all since
March 15t h?

MR. KHQIJASTEH. Object to form Object
to form Lacks foundation. But go ahead.

THE WTNESS: So is it fair to say they
have not ?

MS. GREENBERGER: Yeah.

THE WTNESS: No, it's not fair to say
t hat .
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BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Ckay. So what broadcasting has been
done in North Korea since March 15th?

A | think we're currently doing sone
br oadcasti ng.

Q Ckay. And when did you start doing

br oadcasting --

A "' mnot sure --
Q -- in North Korea?
A -- when we started.

Q You notified the Court on August 28th
that you plan to resune broadcasting to North

Korea; is that --

A Yes.
Q -- correct?
A Yes.

Q And so, prior to August 28th, there was
no broadcasting to North Korea, correct?

A Prior to August 28th, | don't believe
t here was.

Q Okay. And so from March 15th to at

| east August 28th, there was no broadcasting to
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Nort h Korea, correct?
A Correct.
Q Okay. And --
A s that the question you originally

asked, or did you say until now?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Just |et her do her

exam nati on.

THE W TNESS: Sorry. | may have
m s-answered the first question. | thought you
meant until now.

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q And since August 28th, what
broadcasti ng has occurred in North Korea?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form If you
know.

THE W TNESS: | would have to have you
ask that question of Leili Soltani or Frank Wico.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Do you have any know edge about whet her
there's been any broadcasting since August 28th
to North Korea?

A Yes, there has.
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Q But you don't know any detail s?

A | don't have the details, and | don't
want to specul ate.

Q And is the broadcasting to North Korea

i n Korean, or do you not know?

A What ot her | anguage would we put it in?

Q | would hope it would be in Korean.
|'"mjust trying to get your record -- this on
record.

A It's in Korean, yeah.

Q Okay. And when did the agency deci de
to resune broadcasting to North Korea?

A | think it's been a discussion for a
while, and we recently decided to do that with
the President's tweet about South Korea.

Q And are there -- is there an e-mail or
a meno or other docunments reflecting VOA' s plan

to resune broadcasting to North Korea?

A | don't know. Likely, maybe. | don't
Know.

Q None t hat you're aware of?

A There's probably -- there may be sone.
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| just don't know.

Q None that you can identify right now?

A | -- 1 get a lot of e-mails, so | can't
just say yes. |I'msure there were -- | know how
| communicate with people. | like to talk to

people. O hers, in making this decision, my
have been e-mailing. | don't know. | don't | ook
at other people's e-mails.

Q Do you believe that the statutory
m ni rum docunment made a m stake in not listing
North Korea, or was it right?

A As | said, it was a guideline. And
then, as | reiterated to Congress and to Senat or
Li ndsey Graham and ot hers, we anticipate being
above the originally proposed m nimum staffing
nunbers, and we plan to effectuate President
Trunp's executive order.

Q | s USAGM obligated by statute to
br oadcast to North Korea?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form |I'm
going to instruct you not to answer to the extent

t hat your understandi ng of what this agency's
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obligated to do or how to conply with statute is
based on your communications with counsel.

THE W TNESS: That's right. This would
violate attorney-client privilege.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q If -- you had earlier testified that
the -- if | understood your testinony, that the
EO -- let me ask it a different way.

Am | right that the EO in your view,
requires USAGM to only broadcast to those
countries that it's obligated to broadcast to?

MR. KHQJASTEH:. Same objecti on.

What ever your understanding of the EOis, if you
have an i ndependent understandi ng based on your
review of the EOQ, great. Oherwise, if it's
based on your communications with your general
counsel, Departnent of Justice or other agency

| awyers, I'mgoing to instruct you not to answer.

THE W TNESS: |'m not going to answer
t hat .

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Why woul d USAGM broadcast to a country
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that it's not required to if President Trunp is
saying, go to the statutory mnimun? |'mjust
not under st andi ng.

A | amrelying on what the attorneys are
telling me should be the statutory m ni num

Q And is the decision to broadcast to
Nort h Korea based on communi cati ons from your
counsel ?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form

THE W TNESS: Yes.

MR. KHOJASTEH: | --

THE WTNESS: [|'m sorry.

MR. KHQJASTEH. | don't want to start
putting attorney-client communi cations at issue
here, so I'"'mgoing to -- I'"mgoing to instruct
her not to answer.

If there's another way you can phrase
t hat question that doesn't put our communications
with counsel at issue, that's fine, but |I'm not
going to walk into a situation where she's
putting the attorney-client privilege at issue.

There's a better -- there's other ways to answer
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t he question -- to ask the question. So you need
to be patient here, Kari.

THE W TNESS: Okay.

MR. KHOJASTEH. We have to take our
time here.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q What's -- | already asked you about
what broadcasting has happened to date for North
Korea, and you said that | should ask --

A Has happened to state?

Q To dat e.

A Oh, to date.

Q From August 28th to the present. And
you said that | should ask your coll eagues, which
| appreciate.

What can you tell me about what the
agency's plan is for future broadcasting to North
Kor ea?

A Again, | would have you talk to Leil
Sol tani on that.

Q Do you have any know edge about the

agency's future plan for broadcasting to North
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Kor ea?

A I think decisions are being made and
we're assessi ng.

Q Do you view it as inmportant to the
agency to broadcast to North Korea?

A I think it's inportant to effectuate
the President's executive order and make sure
t hat what we're putting out is honest, truthful
reporting.

Q And you said something earlier about a

t weet concerning South Korea?

A Yeah.

Q Tell nme what that tweet said.

A | don't remenber the exact part.

Q Roughl y.

A It was critical of what was happening

I n Sout h Korea, questioning what was happening
with their | eadership in that country.

Q And do you know whet her USAGM pl ans to
broadcast in radio or TV or online to North --

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object --
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BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q -- Korea?
A Again --
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form  Asked
and answer ed.
THE W TNESS: Again, | hate to keep
saying this.
MS. GREENBERGER: You don't know.
THE W TNESS: Leili will be able to
answer that --
MS. GREENBERGER: Okay.
THE W TNESS: -- and maybe Frank as
wel | .
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q We'll talk nore about the recent RIFs
| ater, but is it accurate that you sent
term nation notices to every menber of the VOA
Korean | anguage service?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.
THE W TNESS: | would have to | ook at

the list of people that we sent letters to and
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conpare it with people who didn't get letters.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And did you discuss with menbers of
your team whether or not to RIF menbers of the
Korean | anguage service?

A What date -- the RIF that we just had?

Q Correct. The August RIF.

A Oh, yeah. \What was the question?

Q Did you discuss with members of your
t eam whet her or not to RIF members of the VOA

Korean | anguage service in August?

MR. KHOJASTEH: |"mgoing to object to
form

To the extent that any counsel were
i nvol ved in those discussions, |I'mgoing to
instruct -- you can answer yes or no as to

whet her you had a communi cati on about the issue,
but you cannot answer -- you cannot share the
substance of the communications if counsel were
I nvol ved.

THE W TNESS: This is regarding the

Korean fol ks who were -- from Korean | anguage
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t hat were RIF d?

MS. GREENBERGER: Yes.

THE WTNESS: And if | had a
conversation with who?

MS. GREENBERGER: Anyone on your
team - -

THE W TNESS: No.

MS. GREENBERGER: - other than

counsel .
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Does USAGM have any plan to your
know edge to broadcast to North Korea w thout
havi ng staff from the Korean | anguage services?

MR. KHOQJASTEH. Object to form Lacks
foundati on. Vague and confusi ng.

THE W TNESS: Yeah. We can broadcast
wi t hout those enpl oyees. W can use contractors.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And does USAGM have a plan to use
Korean contractors?
A | believe that's how we're going to do

a |l ot of this.
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Q And have you --

A But, again, this would be better asked
of Frank and Leili.

Q Has USAGM identified how it would hire
Korean contractors?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Asked
and answer ed.

THE W TNESS: When you say Koreans, you
mean Korean national s?
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q | mean Korean | anguage speakers.

A Ckay. Not Korean nationals. We wll
be hiring American citizens.

Q | appreciate that explanation, but ny
guestion is just about your plan, nmeaning the
agency's pl an.

Does the agency have a plan to hire
Korean | anguage speakers as contractors?

A As opposed to people who don't speak
Kor ean?

Q As opposed to not having a plan.

A Yeah. We will hire people who speak
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Korean to do the programm ng.
Q And are there e-mails or nmenps or other
docunments that --
A | just don't know.
Q -- describe that plan?
A | don't know. I'msorry. | didn't

mean to step on her.

MS. GREENBERGER: OCkay. \Why don't we
go off the record.

VI DEO TECHNI Cl AN:  This marks --

THE WTNESS: O f the record?

VI DEO TECHNI CI AN:  Sorry. This marks
the end of Media Unit No. 3. Going off the
record, the time is 13:43 p.m

(Wher eupon, at 1:43 p.m, a

| uncheon recess was taken.)
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AFTERNOON SESSI ON
(2:32 p.m)
VI DEO TECHNI CI AN:  This marks the
begi nning of Media Unit No. 4. Going back on the
record, the time is 14:32 p. m
VHEREUPON,
KARI LAKE
was called for continued exam nati on, and having
been previously duly sworn, was exam ned and
testified further as foll ows:
EXAM NATI ON BY COUNSEL FOR PLAI NTI FFS
CONTI NUED
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Ms. Lake, turning to Exhibit 3, which
I's the congressional notice from June 3rd.

A Okay.

Q Your second to | ast paragraph states,
"While we anticipate being above the originally
proposed statutory m nimum staffing nunbers, the
plan to effectuate the President's Executive
Order is still devel oping.™

Do you see that?
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A Uh- huh.

Q And when you say you "anticipate being
above the originally proposed statutory m ni num
staffing nunbers,” did that mean that you al so
antici pated being beyond the | anguage services
and countries listed on page 2?

A Well, when | wote this, the plan was
still developing. | nmean, this was just

June 3rd. We're dealing with a |lot of lawsuits

comng in, and we're still devel oping the plan.
Q So, possibly, is that your answer?
A | guess you could say possibly. I
mean, we are above the nunber that -- that the

career senior staff suggested, which was, |
t hi nk, 81 or 82.

Q And you are al so broadcasting to areas
t hat are above what is laid out in the statutory

m ni mum pl an, correct?

A Yes.

Q And what are those areas?

A Russi a, | believe, and Korea.

Q We've already discussed Russia -- |I'm
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sorry -- Korea

When did you -- when did the agency
begi n broadcasting to Russia --

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q -- after --

A Pardon?

Q -- after the March 15th shutdown?
A Roughly the same time we started

broadcasting to Korea.

Q So, earlier this nonth, is that about
right?
A Earlier this nonth, yes, | think so.

Q Have you notified the Court that you
are broadcasting to Russia?
A " m not --
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Are you aware whet her or not you've
notified the Court?

A Il -- if we haven't, | think we may be
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doi ng that shortly. I"m not sure if we have.
Q And are you --
A A good question for attorneys.
Q Are you using contractors or agency

staff to broadcast to Russia?
A That - -
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on.
THE W TNESS: That woul d be a question
for Frank --
MS. GREENBERGER: Okay.
THE W TNESS: -- or Leili.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q And what is the nature in ternms of the
medi um of the broadcast to Russia?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundati on:
THE W TNESS: Sorry. M wheel is
caught on this little outlet under here.
What was the question?
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Are you broadcasting to Russia in
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radi o, TV, or sone other way?

A ' m not sure.

Q And when did the agency decide to
resune broadcasting to Russia?

A | think I just answered that. Roughly
about the sanme tinme that we did Korea.

Q And why did the agency decide to resune
br oadcasting to Russia?

A We just nmade --

MR. KHQJIASTEH:. Object to form

To the extent that -- you can answer
the question to the extent that its -- the reason
why we're doing -- we are or are not doing
anything is -- strike that.

Object to form [|I'mgoing to instruct
you not to answer that to the extent that doing
so woul d reveal attorney-client communications,
but you can answer the question if it's not based
on communi cations you had with a | awer.

THE WTNESS: |It's based on

communi cations | had with a | awer.
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BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q And does the agency have any
docunmentation in ternms of an e-mail, meno,
ot her -- other docunents about what its plan is

to broadcast to Russia?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.

THE WTNESS: | don't have any -- |
don't believe | have any on that. You m ght want
to ask Frank that, how he's communi cati ng.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Turning back to the | anguage that we
had just read in your June 3rd letter, how could
t he agency effectuate the President's executive
order if it goes above the statutory m ni munf?

MR. KHQJIASTEH: Object to form
M scharacterizes the document. Lacks foundati on.

THE W TNESS: How could the agency
effectuate the President -- well, | think we're
effectuating it right now. And this was our
first docunent on statutory m nimum put -- put

t oget her by the career agency staff, and as |
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said here, we anticipate being above the
originally proposed statutory mnimum staffing --

MS. GREENBERGER: Let me ask --

THE W TNESS: -- as we effectuate --
and, you know, news -- for exanple, in the
Persi an | anguage or any news operation, if it's a
sl ow news day, you're not staffed as big,
perhaps, as if there's a ton of things happening.
A big story breaks, you bring nore people in.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And is your view that if there's a big
story, the agency is required under the statute
to bring nore people in?

MR. KHOQJASTEH. Object to form

To the extent that answering that
guestion discloses attorney-client
comuni cations, I'mgoing to instruct you not to
answer. |f you can answer that question
I ndependent of any communi cations you've had with
counsel or any understandi ng you've obtained from
counsel, you can answer.

THE WTNESS: | will use an exanpl e of
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t he Farsi | anguage, when the strikes happened and
we went into breaking news node, and we brought
nore people in to cover that story. There's
nor mal news node and breaki ng news node.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Yeah. | was going to ask you sone
questions about that.

And M. Wico tal ks about, | think, what
you just called the breaking news node in his
decl aration, which is in front of you.

A Is that the 12-page one?

Q | believe so.

A That's Kari Lake, Kari Lake.

Q It's al ready been marked.

A This is Kari Lake's declaration. |Is it
stapled to another one?

Q No. |'m pretty sure -- because you

| ooked at it --

A You took one back. You grabbed one
fromnme. |Is it possible that was the one?
Q If I did that, that was a m st ake.

MS. GREENBERGER: Do you know what
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exhibit it was?

MR. KHOJASTEH: It's Exhibit 12.

MS. GREENBERGER: lt's Exhibit 12.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Which | don't think
we've been marking them as we've been putting
themin front of you.

THE W TNESS: No, | don't --

MS. GREENBERGER: | have.

MR. KHOJASTEH: ©Oh, they are. That's

ri ght.

MS. GREENBERGER: | did mark it.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Stickers are there.

THE W TNESS: Yeah. 1, 6, 9, 8, 7.
don't have it, guys. |It's a thicker one, |
t hi nk.

MR. KHOJASTEH: It's not. lt's like
a-- it is --

MS. GREENBERGER: Ckay. We'll --
we'll --

THE W TNESS: Oh, here it is. Okay.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q All right. So you were just talKking
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about the surge capacity in lran, correct?

A Yes.

Q And M. Wico discusses that in his
decl aration, | believe in paragraph 3 and 4.

A Yeah. Yeah.

Q And do you have an understandi ng about
whet her you're required to have surge capacity?

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form

What ever understandi ng you have, as long -- if

it's based on communi cati ons you had with

counsel, I'mgoing to instruct you not to answer.
THE WTNESS: | think that it was
I nportant -- it was a really big nonment for Iran.

This is possibly the biggest monment in the
hi story of -- nodern history of Iran in the past
40, 50 years, and we decided -- we made a call to
surge our coverage, and | think it was an
excel l ent call .
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And M. Wico says, "The surge
operation” -- this is paragraph 4 -- "was highly

successful because we nmmi ntai ned access to
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critical talent."”
Do you agree with that?

A Yeah. | think -- 1 think there's
talent inherent in every human bei ng.

Q And the critical talent he was
referring to was journalists?

A Some of them are journalists. Sonme of

them are technicians, people who are able to
report.
Q And it includes journalists with
speci fic knowl edge about the region?
MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Calls
f or specul ation.
THE W TNESS: Sone, yeah.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q And for a journalist to cover events in
Iran to the lIranian people, they need specialized
| anguage capacity in Farci?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Calls
for specul ation.
THE WTNESS: | think some do. |If

they're on the air and we're broadcasting to
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fol ks who speak Farsi, it's inportant to speak
Far si .
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And USAGM was able to maintain
access -- that's the phrase he uses here --
because it enployed those journalists and was
able to call them back from |l eave; is that
correct?

A That's right. Paid admnistrative
| eave. They're all still working. They're -- |
mean, they're still on the -- on the payroll.

Q And if VOA term nates those
journalists, it won't be able to respond in surge
capacity as needed?

A That's not true.

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Calls
f or specul ation.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Why is that not true?

A Because we can hire contractors.

Does it take time to hire contractors?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
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f oundati on.
THE W TNESS: Not necessarily. It
doesn't take a |lot of tine.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Does -- do you know how long it takes

to locate contractors with specialized know edge

of the region and | anguage capacity?

A Well, we have been able to do that so
far.

Q And how many contractors have you
been -- when you say you --

A I don't know. That's a question for

Frank. We just hired some Korean broadcasters.
Q And you don't know how long it took to
hire them correct?

A Not | ong.

Q Goi ng back to your decl aration,
paragraph 1, the 8/ 13 decl aration. ' m sorry.
Par agraph --

A Whi ch - -

Q -- 67

A Exhi bit what ?
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Q | think it's Exhibit 1.

MR. KHOJASTEH:

This i s August?

MS. GREENBERGER: August.
THE W TNESS: Okay. Just gave nyself a
paper cut. Quch.

MS. GREENBERGER: Oh, I"'msorry to hear
that. [|I'mgoing to ask the court reporter to
mark this.

(Deposition Exhibit Nunber 13 was

mar ked for identification.)

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q ' m handi ng you Exhibit 13, which is a
section of the United States Code, 22 U. S.C.
6201.

Now, your decl aration, paragraph 6(a),

refers to that section of the code, correct?

A G ve me a m nute here.

Q Pl ease.

A Just -- just 6(a), not 6(b)?

Q Correct. I'mstarting with 6(a).

A Okay.

Q And your declaration cites section 4 of
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6201, so |I'd ask that you read that section.

A Uh- huh.

Q Let me know when you're ready.

A Okay.

Q What are the countries in Asia which

| ack adequate sources of free information?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form

To the extent you have independent
know edge, Ms. Lake, as to that question, that's
fine, but if you're relying on advice you've
received fromcounsel, |'mgoing to instruct you
not to answer. But if you have an i ndependent
under st andi ng of what countries of Asia |ack
adequate resources -- adequate sources of free
I nformati on, you can answer the question.

THE WTNESS: | think when we're
| ooking at statute, it's inportant to | ook at
ot her statute as well, and other statute talKks
about not being duplicative. As a matter of
fact, | think it's in the IBA. It says, do not
duplicate. And so areas where other broadcasting

I's being duplicated -- this is what |I'm assum ng
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canme into play when we were putting the statute
t oget her, when fol ks were | ooking at the
statute -- there's already programm ng that's
pl aying out in many Asian countries through
credi ble -- not credible, necessarily. |
woul dn't go that far with CNN -- through American
br oadcast conpani es.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q So my question was just: \Which

countries in Asia |ack adequate sources of free
i nformati on?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Sane objection and sane
I nstruction.

THE W TNESS: | don't have an opinion
on t hat.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And as the head of USAGM you did not

come -- strike that.

Does the agency have a conclusion as to
whi ch countries of Asia | ack adequate sources of
i nformation --

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form --
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BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q -- of free information?

MR. KHOJASTEH: She's not here as a
30(b)(6) witness. If you want to notice a
30(b)(6) witness as to what the agency's position
I's on anything -- she's a fact w tness.

And what we di scussed outside was you
wanted to ask her personal know edge. There's a
way you can frame the question to get to where
you're going, like, Ms. Lake, do you have any

personal knowl edge of countries other than China

that aren't free -- don't have free information,
right? You can ask that question, and you'll get
your -- you'll get an answer, but don't turn
this -- don't attenpt to turn this into --
MS. GREENBERGER: |'m not turning this
MR. KHOJASTEH: -- a 30(b)(6)

deposi tion.
MS. GREENBERGER: She is the head of
the -- we don't have to have nobre conversati on.

| hear you.
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MR. KHOQIASTEH: |I'mw th you.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Ms. Lake, do you have any personal

knowl edge of what countries in Asia |ack adequate
sources of free information?
A | think it's up for debate. There's

probably some countries that people think aren't

fully denocratic and sone who are -- that are.
Q And |'m aski ng your personal belief.
A | think one is China.

Q And ot her than China, are there any
ot her countries of Asia which | ack adequate
sources of free information?

A There may be free information that is
comng in fromother broadcasters, in which case
the statute would require that we don't conpete
wi th other American broadcasters.

| think -- | think | get where you're
going with this, which is why are you not in this
country, country A, country B, country C.
Q But |I'm not asking you to get where |I'm

going. |'mjust asking you to answer the
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questi on.
So what countries of Asia |ack adequate
sources of free information to your personal

knowl edge ot her than China?

A Chi na.

Q China is the --

A | believe China --

Q -- only one?

A | believe China is the one.

Q Thank you. Now, in paragraph 13(r) of
your declaration, you said that there were three
empl oyees in the China team is that correct?

A Was this the one in August?

Q Yes.

A Okay. 13(r). | believe that either
Frank or Leili help put this together.

Q Do you understand that to be accurate?

A If we put it in --

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form
THE W TNESS: -- It was accurate.
MR. KHOJASTEH: M scharacterizes the

document .
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MS. GREENBERGER: Okay. [|I'mnot trying
to m scharacterize the document.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q How many enpl oyees - -

A This --

Q -- are involved in --

A This says three.

Q Do you recall telling Congress, |
beli eve we have about 15 people we'll be staffing
for our --

A Yes.

Q -- Mandarin coverage?

A That doesn't mean that just three --

that there's only three that are assisting with
Mandari n coverage. There's other people who
assist. There's people on this |list who can do
nore than one thing.

Q And so how many people are working on
Mandarin coverage?

A Today, | don't know. W' d have to ask
Frank or Leili.

Q And in June, was it about 15?
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A I[f | said it was 15 in June, then
probably checked that day.
Q And as of August 13th, do you believe

it was also 157

A We -- we may have had nmore. This is
just three that are -- were three enpl oyees that
were with -- their description of their job was

I n the Mandarin service.
So, if you see here, East Asia Pacific

di vi si on, China Branch, Mandarin Service, one
enpl oyee. East Asia Pacific Division, one. So
you can add up how many people. And then you can
add up al so when you | ook at people who are doing
the digital nedia. They can do it for nore than
one | anguage.

Q And so, when you say the digital media,

where are you referring to in your --

A l''m - -
Q -- declaration?
A -- just giving an exanple. There's

ot her job positions where if you are a radio

technician or if you do work that's technical,
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you may work for nore than one | anguage.
Q Do you understand how many enpl oyees
VOA will have in the Mandarin division after the

August 29th RIFs go through?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.

THE WTNESS: |'m not sure exactly how
many will be in the Mandarin, but | think what
we're doing is we're trying to have specific
| anguages for people who actually speak that
| anguage where it's needed to speak that
| anguage. And then you're going to have sone
peopl e who work in the organization, the outlet,
VOA, that can do work in each | anguage.

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Ms. Lake, | realize there's a question
| meant to ask you earlier.

You spoke about the agency restarting
broadcasting in both -- in both Russian and
Korean, correct?

A Yes.

Q Does the agency currently have plans to
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restart broadcasting in any other |anguage?

A Not that we've discussed.
Q And does the agency currently have
plans to reclass -- to restart broadcasting in

any other countries?
A Not that we've discussed.
Q And does the agency currently have
plans to restart broadcasting in any other
medi uns, meaning radio where it had only been TV?
A That's possi bl e.
Are there currently any plans to do so?

Q
A Not that |'m aware of.
Q

Ckay.
A You'll have to talk to Frank. | nmean,
| don't -- | don't know how far into the Korean
and Russian that we've gotten. It could be a

little ways in and just doing digital or we could
be doing radio and digital, so | don't have the
answer .

Q Woul d you agree with me that China is
inmportant in ternms of United States foreign

policy?
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A Yes.

Q | believe you discussed that when you
testified to Congress, there was about 15 people
staffing the Mandarin coverage, correct?

A That's what | said, yes.

Q And am | right that the Cuba teamis 33

A 31 or -- sonmewhere between 31 and 33.
Q And the Iran teamis 27; is that
correct?
A Roughly. Again --
MR. KHOQJASTEH. Object to form
Where -- are you pulling fromthis thing, or is
t here sone other place you're -- are you

referring to --

MS. GREENBERGER: |'m just asking
her --

MR. KHQJASTEH: -- congressional
testinony --

MS. GREENBERGER: -- a question. |If
she -- if she needs a docunment, |'m sure she can
tell ne.
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MR. KHOJASTEH: Sure. Then object to
form Lacks foundation. There's no date frane
her e.

THE W TNESS: This could -- these

numbers could be a little bit different. Thi s

was back in August. Now we're in Septenber. So
I f you want specific nunbers, I1'd like -- you'd
need to talk to Leili or Frank.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q How did the agency conme to the decision
to have roughly half the number of people in the
Mandarin unit as conpared to the Iranian team or
t he Cuban teanf?

MR. KHOQJASTEH. Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.

THE WTNESS: Well, the Cuban teamis a
different -- conpletely in a different building
in a different city, and so you need -- you need
nore people to run the operation. You need
people who are in different, you know, office
positions. So that's -- and that -- and that is

a relatively | ean operation.
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BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And then how about as conpared to the
I rani an teanf?

A Well, | think nore --

MR. KHQJIASTEH: Object to form
THE W TNESS: -- people are -- | think

nore people are with the Iranian team but
they're al so doing other | anguages besides that.
So if sonmebody fromthe Iranian teamis one of
t he techni ci ans who just happened to be
categorized in the Persian team and then, when
we made changes at the agency to bring it to
statutory mnimum that person could also help us
with our programmng in -- you know, in Dari and
Pasht o or Mandari n.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q So I'll just turn to right now on -- on
paragraph 13 of your declaration, which I think
Is right in front of you. It lists six enployees
for the Persian News Network and 21 enpl oyees for
t he Persian News Network Central News and

Pr oduction Unit. You see that?
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A Uh- huh. Wai t . Which |line is that, r?

No, wait.
Q U and v, | believe.
A Okay.
Q Is there anyone else on this list in

paragraph 13 that are part of the --

A I f you | ook --

Q -- lranian teanf

A -- at production unit, the people that
we happened to -- that -- that the news operation
happened to utilize to get productions up
happened to be people who were with the Persian
News Net wor K.

We categorize people. There's -- in

di fferent | anguages, and so, 21, many of them are

peopl e who are in our -- the technical side, the
production side. And they're also used -- being
used for -- the way | understand it, they do

production work for our Persian news, but they
al so do production work for China for -- or for
t he Mandarin | anguage. They also do production

work for Dari and Pashto.
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When it comes to the production and
techni cal side, those are people who can operate
I n any | anguage. We just happen to have nore of
them pulled from Persi an.

Q And what document delineates the
countries that people in various categories here
actually do the work for? 1Is there an e-mail, a
meno - -

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Explain -- | don't run
t he news operation.

MS. GREENBERGER: You know what? |'1|
ask someone el se that question.

THE W TNESS: Yeah. That woul d be
great.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Turning to paragraph 6(a) of your
decl aration, this states, "VOA covers news in
Mandarin via the internet and maj or social media
pl atforms."

Do you see that?
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A Yeah.

Q And there is no radio broadcasting in
Mandarin as of August 13th, correct?

A Agai n, Frank would be better to answer
this or Leili.

Q Ckay. But this was your declaration
t hat you submtted --

A That's right. And I'm --

Q -- to the Court.

A -- answering questions that the judge

asked, and so in order to adhere to the judge's

orders, | had to |lean on people Iike Frank and
Leili to come up with an answer. So you've got
this here. |If you want me to read it --

Q No, | don't want you to --

A -- I"m happy to do so. In accordance

Q If the answer is you don't know the

answer, that's fine.

A The answer is that my team knows the
answer .
Q What | want to make sure, Ms. Lake, is
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that | spend our tinme today making sure |

under stand what you know. |If the answer is,
ultimately, we'll follow up with another nmenber
of your team that's --

A Yes.

Q -- fine. But what | don't want themto
say is, oh, yes, Ms. Lake knows, and | go back to
this transcript, and Ms. Lake never answered
whet her or not she knows. So | just want the
record to be clear.

A | don't run the newsroom | don't run
VOA.

Q Do you know whet her or not there is
radi o broadcasting in Mandarin as of August 13th?

A And as |'ve said, this is a question
you'll have to ask Leili Soltani or Frank Wico.

MR. KHQIJASTEH: Can | hel p you,
Counsel ?

MS. GREENBERGER: You can instruct --

MR. KHQJASTEH. She -- she's --

MS. GREENBERGER: -- your client to

answer the question, sure.
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MR. KHOJASTEH: Sur e. Yeah. Well, I'm
just trying -- | think --
THE WTNESS: | don't have an answer --
MR. KHOJASTEH: -- the distinction --
THE WTNESS: -- and | don't want --
MR. KHQJASTEH. -- the distinction --
THE W TNESS: | coul d guess.
MR. KHOJASTEH: It's |like the
di stinction -- she is not asking who is best

suited to answer the question.

THE W TNESS: She's asking --

MR. KHOQJASTEH: She's aski ng whet her
you personally sitting here today have any

knowl edge anywhere in your brain as to whether

radio is being -- Mandarin is being broadcast in
radio. It's -- it's not -- you're not testifying
as to whether it is or not. |It's just as to

whet her you know it is or not.
THE WTNESS: It may be or may not. |
don't know and | don't -- | have a guess, but |

don't want to guess.
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BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q That's fi ne. | don't know is your
answer to whether radi o was broadcast in
Mandarin. As of August 13th, you didn't -- you
don't know, correct?

A | have a guess, but 1'd rather you ask
somebody who can verify it with certainty.

Q And do you know one way or anot her
whet her USAGM -- |'m sorry -- whether VOA did TV
broadcasting in Mandarin at any point since
March 157

A Again, | would rather you ask the
peopl e who can give you a certain answer.

Q Would it have to be a guess for you to
answer the question?

A Yeah.

Q What radi o programm ng has VOA been
broadcasting since April 22nd, when the
prelimnary injunction was issued?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: | woul d rather you ask
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t he people who are actually doing that.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q I s your answer that you don't know what
radi o progranmm ng?
A No. | can see what you're trying to
do. I'mnot running VOA. | amthe head of the

agency right now, and I amleaving it to the

people that | have put in charge to do that.
Q Ms. Lake, I'"'mnot trying to do
anything. |'mjust trying to understand what

radi o programm ng USAGM has been broadcasti ng,

and you're here today.

A Okay.

Q And so if the answer is you don't know,
that's your answer, but I"'mentitled to ask the
guestion --

A You may -- you may ask the question.

Q -- whet her VOA --

A And this is -- this is fluctuating, so

we may have not been doing it before and now we
are, and so --

Q And that's what --
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A -- | don't want to give an answer
that's inaccurate. |'munder oath, if I may
rem nd you.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Counsel, if -- this is
where foundation -- if you ask the question, do
you know whether -- right? |'mjust saying, if
you |l ay the foundation, | think it's going to --

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Have you ever --
MR. KHQJASTEH:. It's annoyi ng, but --
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q -- received any information about what

radi o progranm ng VOA was engaged in?

A Well, let me | ook back at this, because
| know that we were doing -- well, we obviously
were doing radio in Cuban -- to Cuba in Spani sh,
and | am not sure if we're doing radio -- | think

we're doing radio in Dari and Pashto.

But, again, | don't want to give you an
answer that is not accurate, and so | would much
rat her you talk to Frank, who | believe is

schedul ed for a deposition com ng up here in
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the -- in the comng week or so. |[If you're just
trying to get me to say | don't know, | don't

know, | get what you're trying to do, and | just
woul d rat her you have facts, because | don't |ike

to not give solid answers.

Q Ms. Lake, | don't want to argue with
you.

A ' m not arguing with you.

Q The point of a deposition is to ask
guestions and see the information you know. |If

you don't know, you can say | don't know,

but that --
A "' m not --
Q -- someone el se --
A "' m not certain.
Q -- m ght know better --
A "' m not certain.
Q And that's fine. You can say, |'m not

certain, but then give the answer that you
believe to be true, so long as it's not a guess.
Okay?

A |"mnot certain --
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Q And your counsel would instruct you the
sane.

A ' m not certain and I'm going to | et
sonmebody who is certain answer, and that's why |
hope you ask that question of Frank W co and
Leili.

MS. GREENBERGER: Can you mark that for
a ruling, please?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Counsel --

MS. GREENBERGER: The standard is not
bei ng certain.

MR. KHOQJASTEH: No, | got you, but |
t hi nk, again, like, you're -- when | asked you to
| ay a foundation, you asked a slightly different
guestion, have you ever received informtion.

You' re asking her, sitting here today,

do you -- do you know whet her, and whatever your
question is, do you know whether. That's -- and
t hen she's either going to say, yes, | know or,
no, | don't know.

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Sitting here today, do you know whet her
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t he agency has provided any radio programnmng to
I ran?

A " m not certain.

Q What is your best understandi ng of
whet her or not the agency has provided any radio

progranm ng to Iran since March 15th?

A l"mtruly not certain. | really don't
know. You need to ask Leili, who is |eading
t hat .
MR. KHQJIASTEH:. | think you have your

answer on that one.

THE W TNESS: | really -- | nmean, |I'm
not trying to dodge the -- |I'm not certain.

MS. GREENBERGER: I --

MR. KHQJASTEH:. Ms. Lake, it's okay for
you -- don't worry about what you think she's
trying to do.

THE W TNESS: Okay.

MR. KHQJASTEH: It's okay for you to
say | don't know.

THE W TNESS: Okay.
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BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Does VOA keep track of audience
statistics?
A | believe they are tracking that
t hrough -- yeah, through social media and the
nunmber of hits they're getting on social nmedia
and number of views that the videos are seeing.
Q And how about as to radio or TV
broadcasti ng? Does VOA track audi ence statistics
for radio or TV broadcasting?
MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Do you track it? Does the agency track
it?
A The agency does --
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form
THE W TNESS: -- track that --
MR. KHOJASTEH: Lacks foundati on.
THE W TNESS: -- kind of thing.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And have you seen any statistics about
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VOA audi ence nunbers?
A Leili gives a report. She tries to
keep updated. | have not taken -- she sent nme a

report a couple days ago, and |I've been a little
bit busy with other things and | haven't had a
chance, but | know she sounded, |ike, very happy.

Q And how frequently does she provide a
report about VOA audi ence statistics?

A | think she tries to keep us on top of
what's happening with what -- relatively
frequently, she sends things to Frank.

Q And does her report cover internet
audi ence, TV audience, radio audience or
sonmet hi ng el se?

MR. KHQJASTEH:. Object to form
THE W TNESS: | --
MR. KHQJASTEH: Lacks foundati on.
THE W TNESS: | assune it's al
eyeballs and all ears.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q And when you say you were -- | don't

want to m squote you, but | think you said
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something like relatively happy or quite happy
with the nmost recent report.

What did you say?

A | said --

MR. KHOJASTEH: M scharacterizes
testimony.

THE W TNESS: | said Leili seenmed very
happy.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Leili seemed happy. And --

A Yeah.

Q -- why was Leili happy, if you know,
about the most recent report?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.

THE W TNESS: | think |I heard her say
something -- | don't remenber the exact words,
but she said something about it's been a great
week or sonmething like that, to those effect.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Do you know how audi ence statistics

fromthis sumer conmpare to audi ence statistics
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fromlast sumer for the agency?

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.

THE WTNESS: It would be nmuch
di fferent because we have been effectuating
Presi dent Donald J. Trunp's executive order, and
so to even conpare, it would be conparing apples
to oranges.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q You woul d expect the audi ence nunbers
to be | ower?

A We're covering fewer |anguages, but |
woul d say the way to conpare woul d possibly be to
| ook at the | anguages that we're covering and
maybe conpare that way. The beautiful thing is
it's -- this is not an agency that is about
rati ngs, per se. We don't have to -- you know,
it's a federally funded agency.

Q s it about inpact?

A It's -- it's about inmpact. It's --

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks

f oundat i on.
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THE W TNESS: And it's about if the
story is reaching people and the story is fair
and honest.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And when you say it's about whether the
story is reaching people, do you consider whether
the story is reaching a significant audi ence?

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form

THE W TNESS: Not necessarily.

MR. KHQJASTEH:. Vague as to significant
audi ence.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Ms. Lake, what nations do you consi der
to be affected by censorship or repression?

A | don't have a |ist.

Q Woul d you agree with me that Russia is
a nation affected by censorship or repression?

A Probably to sonme extent.

Q How about Vietnan? Wuld you agree
with me that's a country where people are
prevented by censorship or repression from

speaking to their fellow countrymen?
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MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on.

THE WTNESS: | don't have enough
reliable information on that to discuss it right
now.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q How about Ni caragua? Would you agree
with me that Nicaragua is a country where people
are prevented by censorship or repression from
speaking to their fellow countrymen?

MR. KHQJASTEH:. Sanme -- sanme objection.
Lacks foundati on.

THE W TNESS: Are we going to go
t hrough every 191 countries here?

MS. GREENBERGER: No. | have about
ei ght.

And you can have a standi ng objection
to this line of questioning, so we can get
t hrough it quickly.

THE WTNESS: | don't have an opinion.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q On Ni caragua?
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A On Ni car agua.

Q Do you have an opinion about Mli and
whet her that's a country where people are
prevented by censorship or repression --

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to --

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q -- fromspeaking to their fellow
countrymen?

MR. KHOQJASTEH. My objection -- this is
just -- you've established what you're referring
to. Object to formfor this |Iine of questioning.
lt's --

MS. GREENBERGER: Yeah, standing. It's
a standing objection to this Iline.

THE W TNESS: What is the question
agai n?

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Mal i .

A | understand, but what's the rest of
t he question?

Q Woul d you agree with me that Mali is a

country where people are prevented by censorship
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or repression from speaking to their fellow

countrymen?

A It's possible.

Q Do you have a view whether it is or it
isn't?

A It's just possible.

Q How about Sudan? Wbuld you agree with

me that Sudan is a country where people are
prevented by censorship or repression from
speaking to their fellow countrymen?
A Yes, it's possible.
Q Have you concluded that it is a
country, or you just don't know?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form  Asked
and answer ed.
THE W TNESS: |If Sudan is a country or
| don't know?
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q I f Susanne is -- Sudan is a country
affected by censorship or repression. Do you
have a view on that?

A | don't have a view on that.
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Q How about the Denobcratic Republic of
Congo? Do you have a view on whether that is a
country affected by censorship or repression?

A | don't have an opinion.

Q Woul d you agree with me that the United
States in pronoting denocratic values has to

conpete with msinformation from authoritarian

regi nes?

A Yeah, sure.

Q And woul d you --

A That sounds reasonabl e.

Q And woul d you agree that China is a
source of m sinformtion?

A ' m sure, yeah.

Q And - -

A Definitely.

Q -- Russi a?

A Possi bly, yes.

(Deposition Exhibit Nunber 14 was
mar ked for identification.)

MR. KHOJASTEH: Thank you.
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BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q | " m handi ng the witness an exhi bit
mar ked 14 - -
A Okay.
Q -- which is a portion of a federal

statute, 22 U S.C. 6202.
Are you famliar with this statute?
A A bit, yes.
Q And what is this statute?
A It's part of the IBA, correct? Aml
right? Or | m ght be wrong. I nternational
Br oadcasting Act?

Q And turn --

A s this right? 1Is that what this is?
Q Let's just move on. So turning to
(b)(6) --
A No, you asked if | knew --
MR. KHOJASTEH: But, |isten,
she doesn't -- if you're asking her --
THE W TNESS: | don't know.
MR. KHOJASTEH: -- is this --

(Reporter clarification.)
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MR. KHOQJASTEH: |If she doesn't -- if
you're showi ng her sonething and you want to
start asking her questions about it and you're
asking her if she's famliar with it, she's
sayi ng she doesn't know.

MS. GREENBERGER: And that's her
answer .

THE W TNESS: No, no, no. It's not
that | don't know. | said, is this the
| nternati onal Broadcasting Act? |Is that what
it's titled?

MS. GREENBERGER: | don't know the

title of this document.

THE W TNESS: Okay. That's what | was

asking. |I'mnot trying to be a jerk. [|I'm ask
you. You asked if | knew what it was. | said
Is this the International Broadcasting Act?
MS. GREENBERGER: | want to --
THE W TNESS: And then you got terse
and said, let's nove on. | need to know what
| ooking at here. |Is this the International

Broadcasting Act? Can we have an attorney who

i ng

I'm
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does know answer ?
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q So the way depositions work is | ask

guestions, and you just give nme the best answer
you know.

A But | can't answer if | gave you an
answer you didn't know, either.

MR. KHOJASTEH: And it |acks foundation
anyway. So why don't you identify it for her or
refer to a docunent that she's identified in, and
she can -- at |east she could frame it.

It's the work of a deposition. Don't
roll your eyes about it. |It's -- that's what we
have to do. Look, | get annoyed by having to do
it, too, but that's what --

MS. GREENBERGER: Okay. I --

MR. KHOQJASTEH: -- conducting a

deposition is.

MS. GREENBERGER: Thank you. ' ve
conducted one or two in nmy life. | appreciate --

MR. KHOJASTEH: |'m sure you're
talented. |I'mjust saying it's -- don't get
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terse about it because she's asking for you to
| ay a foundation.

THE WTNESS: |If | had ny phone, |
could check, but I don't have ny phone.

MR. KHOJASTEH: No.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q So |I'm handi ng you Exhibit 12, which is

the International Broadcasting Act.

And | believe you al ready answered that

you're famliar with this generally, this

statute?
MR. KHOJASTEH: So this is Exhibit 127
MS. GREENBERGER: [|'m sorry. 14.
MR. KHOJASTEH: 14, yeah.
MS. GREENBERGER: 14. Apol ogi es.
Thank you.

THE W TNESS: Okay.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Now, paragraph (b)(6), do you see that?
A Shall not duplicate activities of
private U. S. broadcasters?

Q That's not (b)(6).
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A Sorry.
MR. KHOQJASTEH: You were | ooki ng at
(a)(3), Ms. Lake.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And we can -- we can tal k about (a)(3)
as well later, but let's turn to (b)(6).
A Okay.

Q What i s your understandi ng of the
statutory requirenment --
MR. KHQJASTEH. Go ahead. [|'mjust

going to do ny one objection on this, and then

you'll -- you know -- we tal ked about this. [|'lI
just do the one objection, and I will |et you do
your t hing.

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q What is your understanding of the
statutory requirenent that "United States
I nternational broadcasting shall include
I nf ormati on about devel opnments in each
significant region of the world"?
And your counsel's about to have a

st andi ng obj ection. Go ahead.
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MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Calls

for a | egal conclusion.

Ms. Lake, to the extent that answering

counsel's question discloses or reveals
communi cations or an understandi ng you' ve
obtai ned from communi cations with counsel, |I'm

going to instruct you not to answer --

THE W TNESS: | don't see that.
MR. KHOJASTEH: |'m going to instruct
you not to answer. However, if you want to

provi de your understanding of the words on this
page as a | ayperson, you're free to answer.

MS. GREENBERGER: You're required to
answer, Counsel .

MR. KHOJASTEH: Sur e.

THE W TNESS: B --

MR. KHOJASTEH: You're required -- |
saying --

THE W TNESS: B what ?

MS. GREENBERGER: (b)(6).

THE W TNESS: Okay. | see what it
says.

m
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BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q What do you consi der significant
regions of the world?
A Regi ons that are significant to our
policy, | guess. | nmean, |I'mnot an attorney.

And | see you're trying to get ne to say we
shoul d be covering news in every significant
region. | think that significant regions, we're
coveri ng.

Q And what are the significant regi ons of
the world in your view?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Sane -- sane objection.

She's just asking about in your view --

THE W TNESS: Okay.

MR. KHQJASTEH:. -- your personal
knowl edge - -

THE W TNESS: I think --

MR. KHOJASTEH: -- as Kari Lake.

THE WTNESS: -- in ny view, lran is
significant. | think that Cuba is significant.

And | think China is significant.
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BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And is your view that -- what

view as to whether Africa is a significant

of the world?
A | mean,
You could argue it is,

not .

Page 285

I's your

region

you could say it's significant.

and some could argue it's

Q Have you reached an opinion personally

as to whether it's a significant

wor | d?
A No, | haven't.
MR. KHOJASTEH:
and answer ed.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q You can answer.
A You can -- you
think it's not. ' m not

haven't -- | haven't put

| haven't given it a | ot
Q How about
reached an opinion as to

signi ficant

Sout h Ameri ca?

regi on of the

Object to form  Asked
may think it is. | may
saying | don't. | just

out an opinion on that.
of thought.
Have you

whet her that's a

regi on of the worl d?
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MR. KHOJASTEH: Again, Ms. Lake, as a
| ayperson, not as a --
THE W TNESS: Yeah. | think there's --
MR. KHOJASTEH: -- |awyer.
THE W TNESS: -- sone significance in
South Africa [sic]. There's significance
everywhere. There's significance on Mars.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Have you reached an opinion as to
whet her South America is a significant region of
the worl d?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object --
THE W TNESS: Yes.
MR. KHQJASTEH. -- to form Lacks
f oundat i on.
THE W TNESS: Sure.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Sure, it is a significant region?
A Sure, yeah.
Q And is VOA broadcasting information to
Sout h Anmerica?

A Actual ly, | think Cuba broadcasting is
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making it to parts of South America.
Q Whi ch parts?
A | believe it's in either ny declaration

or Frank's.

Q Okay. We can conme back to that.

A Yeah. |'m not sure where. You can --
that's a good question for Frank.

Q How about Central Anerica? Wuld you
say that's a significant region of the world?

A Sur e.

MR. KHQJASTEH:. And, again, object to
form Lacks foundati on.

I n what respect are you nmeaning
significant nation of the world? What does that
mean?

THE WTNESS: |Is it significant in
size? Is it significant in culture, significant
In political inportance, significant in inport,
export, significant in culture?

MS. GREENBERGER: SO --

THE W TNESS: Lots of different --
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BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q As your understandi ng of the statute,
where it says significant region of the world,
what is your understanding of the word
"significant region"?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Ms. Lake, if you

have -- separate and apart fromthe words
"significant region," if you're -- if you're
opining as to an interpretation -- your
interpretation of the statute -- of the statute,

not the words on the page, the statute, and

that's based on communi cations you've had with

counsel, I'mgoing to instruct you not to answer.
THE W TNESS: | don't have an opinion

of those words in that -- in the statute, and

| -- this is why |I lean on ny general counsel.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Turning to section c, which speaks
about the --
A Are we still on the --
Same - -
A -- International Broadcasting Act?
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Q Yes. Last page. It speaks -- it says,
"The |l ong-range interests of the United States
are served by comunicating directly with the
peopl es of the world by radio."”

A Okay.

Q Do you have a belief as to whether the
United States' interests are served by

communi cating directly by radio to peoples of the

wor | d?
A I n sone places, yes, maybe.
Q And in what places are those?
A Cuba.

Q Any ot her places other than Cuba where
the United States' interests are served by
communi cating by radio?

A | haven't given it much thought.

Q And why -- why is Cuba a country where
the United States' interests would be served by
communi cating directly with peoples of the world?

A Well, it's 90 mles fromour shore, and
it poses a significant threat being 90 mles from

our country. And the people don't have access
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to -- and some people don't have -- actually, I
think | got a stat fromour office down there
that there's roughly 9 mllion people, | believe,
and 8 mllion have smartphones. So smartphones
are -- they don't have -- they don't have great
electricity down there and -- radio is still
listened to in some ways, but | really think
smart phones are kind of where it's going. Even
radio's played on digital.

Q | want to talk -- | want to turn to a
different topic. We m ght come back to sone of
this, but you can put that aside.

Ms. Lake, Ms. Thomas -- | think we
| ooked at it already -- issued a declaration or
subm tted a declaration in this case.

A Crystal, Crystal Thomas?

Q Crystal Thomas, yeah. And paragraph 3

of that declaration, I'Il refer you to.
A Okay.
Q Let me know when you've read it.
A Okay.
Q And just so I'mclear on the math, here
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It says, USAGM as of March 27th, enploys a total
of 1,147 full-tinme enpl oyees and has active

enmpl oyment contracts with 598 contractors,
correct?

A As of March 14th, 1,147. Yeah.

Q And those two nunmbers woul d be added
together to determ ne the nunber of staff that
USAGM had, correct?

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Let me ask it another way. Are the 598
personal service contractors part of the 1,147?

A | believe they're separate.

Q Okay. | believe so, too. | just want
the record to be clear.

So, when | add those two nunmbers up,
get 1,745. Does that sound right to you?

A That sounds good. 1'd need to go back
and doubl e-check these nunbers.

Q But you believe they were accurate at

the time of Ms. Thomas' --
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A Well, I'm--
Q -- declaration?
A -- assum ng because she signed this

under penalty of perjury. So she nust have
| ooked up those nunmbers sonewhere.

MS. GREENBERGER: | think we already
mar ked the Court's July 30th order. It's tab 27
and Exhibit 11,

MR. BLUM N: El even.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Do you have that in front of you?

A Exhibit 117

Q Yes.

A There we go.

Q And the Court, on page 4 -- and this is
the start of the first full paragraph -- states,
"VOA's staffing levels are inextricably enneshed
with its operational capacity and, in turn, its
ability to carry out its statutory mandate,
because VOA cannot operate w thout enployees."™

Do you agree with that statenent?

A Well, obviously, we need enpl oyees, but
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t he question is how many.
Q And you agree that your staffing | evels
are enmeshed with the operational capacity?
A Not necessarily.
MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.
THE W TNESS: No.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q So you di sagree that how nmuch -- 1"]
strike that.
The term "operational capacity," what

do you understand that to nmean? |s that a phrase
you know?

A Qur ability to operate.

Q And do you believe your ability to
operate is connected to the number of staff you
have?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Vague
as to connected.

THE WTNESS: | think the -- you're
trying to ask ne how many people we need

to operate?
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BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q ' m not yet going to the nunber. I'm
just trying to say -- ask if you agree with the

Court's statenment that how many people you have
and your ability to operate are enmeshed, they're
connect ed.

MR. KHOJASTEH. Object to form Asked
and answer ed.

THE W TNESS: | nean, you have to have
sonme staff to be able to operate, so | guess you
could make a correlation that having staff is
| nportant to being able to operate. The question
I's how many staff nmenbers.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And you need a certain |level of staff
to broadcast enough to conmply with your statutory
mandat e, correct?

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Lacks
foundation. Calls for a legal conclusion. And
"1l instruct you to -- that's fine.

THE W TNESS: Can you repeat that,

pl ease?
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BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Sure. And | think this is just conmmon
sense that when we | ooked at the June 3rd letter
and the attachnments, you concluded -- or I'm
sorry -- you submtted to Congress that -- |
can't renmenber if the nunber's 81 or 82 -- "1
wi t hdraw t he questi on.

So when we | ooked at the June 3rd
|l etter, you submtted to Congress that 81 people
were necessary for the statutory m ni num
correct?

A The -- the career staff, the career
| eader shi p, senior career |eadership, determ ned
t hat nunber.

Q And - -

A And nmy -- and then | followed up with
the CN that said this is fluctuating and we're
going to be determning it.

Q And the basic idea that | don't think
I's controversial is, you need a certain nunber of
people to do the broadcasting that is the

statutory mandate, correct?
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A You need a certain nunmber of people,
yes. The question is, what is a certain nunber?
Q Right. And if you have too few people,
you can't do the statutory mandate, correct?
MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Calls
for specul ation.
THE W TNESS: |If you have too many
people, you can't do statutory m ni num
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q But if you have too few people, you
can't do what the statute obligates you to do,
correct?
MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Calls
for specul ation.
THE WTNESS: | nean, | think
there's -- you could have a differing opinion.
You could say, there's too few, and |I could say,
we got it.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q | hear you, but whatever the nunber --
you know what? Let's nove on.

Now, when we were | ooking at
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Ms. Thomas' decl aration, paragraph 6 states that
t he agency term nated the contracts with all
personal services contractors, who will be paid
t hrough March 31st, 2025.

Do you see that?

A No, | don't see that. | see placed --

Q Par agraph 6.

A | n paragraph 6, placed 1,042 facility
enpl oyees on adm nistrative | eave.

Q It's the next sentence.

A On March 16th, 2025, and term nated the
contracts with all personal service contractors
who are being paid through -- yes.

Q Okay. And --

A "The agency has retained the ability to
recall enployees fromadm nistrative |eave to
wor k. "

Q And, ultimately, those personal service
contractors did not have their contracts
termnated in March, correct?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks

f oundat i on.
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THE WTNESS: |'m not sure. \What are
you referring to?
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Do you recall that the tenporary
restraining order that the court in New York
| ssued stayed the term nation of the contractors?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And then, in May, you determ ned
that the contractors should be termnated; is
that correct?

A Sonmewher e about there --

MR. KHOQJASTEH. Object to form

THE W TNESS: -- but we --

MR. KHOJASTEH: Lacks - -

THE W TNESS: -- had --

MR. KHOJASTEH: -- foundation.

THE W TNESS: Yeah, | don't --

MR. KHOJASTEH: Vague as to "you."

THE W TNESS: Dates are going to be
tough because | don't have a calendar in front of
me.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Kari, Ms. Lake, when
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| ' m obj ecting, you have to stop --

THE W TNESS: Ckay.

MR. KHQJASTEH: You have to not answer
so that he -- we can get a clean record.

MS. GREENBERGER: Did you get her
answer ?

(Reporter clarification.)

THE W TNESS: What was the question?
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q So the question was -- let me ask it
anot her way.

At some point, you ordered that the
contractors should be -- the personal services
contractors should have their contracts
term nated, correct?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Vague

as to "you."

THE W TNESS: Yes. | -- when you ask
"you," | see the agency, so just so that you know
t hat, when you're saying "you," | -- there --
sonmetinmes this was -- if it was before, when

Victor was there, there was consultation with
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Victor. If it's -- if you're asking ne about
now, it would maybe be just nme deciding that.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Okay. So you said you don't know the

date, but it was sone date -- is it fair to say

It was sone date in the spring that the
contractors' contracts were term nated?

A | don't know t he date.

Q Okay. And was it after the injunction

was | ssued?

A | would have to look. |'d have to go

back and | ook.

Q Ckay. And who made the decision to

termnate the contracts for all the contractors?

A | think that was made through --
THE WTNESS: 1|Is this kind of
pre-deci sional through our tean? Can | talk

about that?

MR. KHQJASTEH. No, no, you can nmake --

you can say who makes it.
THE WTNESS: Utimtely, if it was

March, there's a good chance that Victor -- |

I n
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woul d have consulted with Victor, and either
Victor would have made that decision or | would
have made the decision with the ability that |
have.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q And to be clear, |I'mnot talking about
the March decision that was ultimtely rescinded.
' m tal king about the | ater decision that
actually went through that -- that were -- ended
up that the contractors had their contracts
t erm nat ed.
MR. KHOQJASTEH: When was that, just so
| can --
MS. GREENBERGER: May .
MR. KHOJASTEH: Okay.
THE W TNESS: Okay. So you're asking
who made t he decision?
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Yes. Who made the decision in May?

A It was -- it was probably me consulting
with Victor, |I'm guessing.
Q Well, |I don't want you to guess. |Is
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t hat your best menory?
A Well, I -- yeah, I -- we -- we, as an
agency, made the determ nation to do that --
Q And is your --
A -- and --
Q -- best menory that you made that
decision after consulting with Victor?
A After consulting with the team yeah.
Victor gave ne del egated authorities.
MS. GREENBERGER: You know what? \hy
don't we take a break now, if that's okay.
MR. KHOJASTEH: Fine with us.
THE W TNESS: | don't need one.
MR. KHOJASTEH: Yeah, but if she wants
to get organized.
THE W TNESS: Oh, okay.
MR. KHOJASTEH: We've been goi ng an
hour . It hel ps her.
THE W TNESS: Okay.
VI DEO TECHNI CI AN: This marks the end
of Media Unit No. 4. Going off the record, the
time is 15:30 p. m
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(Recess 3:30 p.m to 3:48 p.m)

VI DEO TECHNI CI AN:  This marks the
begi nning of Media Unit No. 5. Going back on the
record, the time is 15:48 p. m
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Paragraph 8, Ms. Lake, of Ms. Thonmas'
decl aration, do you have that in front of you?
A | do now.
Q Okay. Thank you so nmuch. Her
March 27th declaration. It states that "In
addition to the enpl oyees recalled from
adm ni strative | eave at the Ofice of Cuba
Br oadcasting, the agency has recalled
approxi mately 31 other enployees from
adm ni strative | eave."
Do you see that?
A Yes.
Q And since March 27th, has the agency
recal l ed other enployees fromadm nistrative
| eave?
A Yes.
MR. KHQJIASTEH: Object to form
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Calls -- lacks foundation.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Can you describe to ne the process the

agency has followed since March when recalling
people from adm nistrative | eave?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.

THE W TNESS: Well, when sonebody's put
on paid admnistrative |leave with the United
St at es government, you're still an enployee, and
you can be call ed back at any nonent. And they
know t hat when they're put on paid adm nistrative
| eave, so they're being paid while they're at
home. They still get all the benefits. And at
times we determ ne we need sonmebody, and they
come back. This has happened across the
governnment, and it's quite normal.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And what e-mail or nmeno or

docunentation is created about the need to return
sonmeone back from adm nistrative | eave?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
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f oundati on.
THE W TNESS: Usually, it will cone
if -- if sonmebody in the agency says, you know, |
need sonmebody who can do this or we have a need
for this, we need to bring somebody back, or what
about bringing sonebody back from adm n | eave,
and then we go through HR, contact the person,
and they conme back fromadm nistrative | eave.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Are you -- strike that.
Have you been involved in the decision
whet her to recall enployees back from
adm ni strative | eave?
A Sonmetinmes |'ve been asked if we can

call enpl oyees back, or it's suggested to ne.

Q And have you sonetimes approved that
request ?

A | have.

Q And have there been other tinmes where

you have not approved that request?
A Per haps, yes. There's probably been a

few times where | haven't.
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Q And what were the situations when you
did not approve the request?

A We -- maybe -- there were several,
bei ng maybe there were -- there was a situation
wher e sonebody was asking for three people or
four people to return back to do the sane job,
when we didn't think it was necessary to have
four people. We could do it with two.

Q And so you personally at that point
woul d say you think two is enough?

MR. KHQJIASTEH: Object to form
M scharacterizes testinony.

THE WTNESS: | would interact with the
person requesting four -- this is hypothetical --
four, and I would say, do we really need four?
Can two do that job or three?

MS. GREENBERGER: Let's turn to a
different topic. |Is -- can | have --

MR. BLUMN:. It's not ready yet, but
you may not need it.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Okay. There were RIF notices that were
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sent out by the agency between June 5th and
June 20th; is that correct?
A | believe those are the correct dates.
Q Okay. And the reporting -- and | can
show you tab 34 -- that is sourced to a senior
official at the agency states that there were 639
peopl e who were -- received RIF notices in June
fromthe agency.
A Can | see this?
Q Of course. Let me nmark it as an
exhibit first.
THE W TNESS: What's the source of
this? What agency put this out?
MS. GREENBERGER: This is TheDesk. net.
THE W TNESS: Okay. ©Oh, Matthew Keys.
You pick all the good ones, all the good fake
news. Okay.
(Deposition Exhibit Nunber 15 was
mar ked for identification.)
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Did you see this story when it was
publ i shed?
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A No, | didn't see this.

Q Did you hear this story when it was
publ i shed?

A | try not to read the fake news.

Q Did you hear about this story when it
was published?

A What's the story? What do you want ne
to focus on here?

Q So nmy question was really pretty
sinmple. The reporting on the second paragraph on
page 2 says that "639 enpl oyees received RIF
noti ces between June 5th and Friday afternoon.”

s that accurate?

A That seens very accurate, yeah.

Q And the next sentence says that "Anong
the affected enpl oyees were Persian-| anguage
wor kers who were laid off earlier this year, but
asked to return to work |l ast week in order to
cover the Israel-Ilran conflict."

Do you see that?

A “Anmong the affected enpl oyees" --

uh- huh.
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MR. KHQJASTEH: And what's the
question?
MS. GREENBERGER: | was getting there.
MR. KHOJASTEH: Sure.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Is that accurate that the June RIF
I ncl uded Persian | anguage workers who had been
asked to return fromleave to cover the
| srael -lran conflict?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on.

THE WTNESS: | nean, you're asking ne
to verify Matthew Keys' reporting.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q l'"mnot. |'masking you for facts
about the agency. So what I'mtrying to
under st and - -

A Yes. Sone Persian | anguage wor kers who
were laid off earlier this year but asked to
return to work were RIF' d, yes.

Q Thank you. And you signed the RIFs

t hat went out in June?
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A Yes.
Q And you signed them because that was
your decision to RIF those workers?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: W are effectuating an
executive order dated March 14th by the President
of the United States, which calls for reducing
the agency to its statutory m nimum i ncl uding
personnel .

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And so ny question was: You personally
made the decision in June to RIF 639 enpl oyees,
correct --

MR. KHQJASTEH:. Object to form
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q -- in order to effectuate the executive
order?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
foundati on. Vague as to personal deci sion.

THE W TNESS: This was an agency

deci si on based on everything that's led up to
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this, that we needed to reformthe agency and
bring it to a statutory m ni num
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Why did you sign those RIF notices?

A Because Victor Mrales refused to do
his job and do that.

Q And did Victor Morales tell you why he
was refusing to sign the RIF notices?

A | don't recall

Q Did you have any communications with
M. Morales about signing the RIF notices?

MR. KHOQJASTEH. Object to form To the
extent that those conmmuni cations happened in the
presence of counsel, |'mgoing to instruct you
not to answer. |If they didn't, you're free to
answer the question.

THE WTNESS: | don't recall if he just
didn't feel that he wanted to do it or he just
said, why don't you do it.

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q And those 639 RIF notices were

resci nded, correct?
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A They were.
Q And why is that?
A | think it was because there was sone

sort of an error detected on a few of them and
we engaged in union bargaining, so we reissued

t hose based on a couple of nunbers that they said
weren't accurate. And we decided to rerun the
RIF after we did sone collective bargaining with
t he uni ons.

Q And there was also a union grievance
filed concerning the RIF?

A Per haps, yes.

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Okay. | can show it to you and see if
that refreshes your recollection.

A Okay. | wasn't -- | wasn't a huge
part -- | nmean, the RIF is done in a very
specific way, and | was not a huge part of
deciding on it.

Q Who was - -
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A What was the union grievance? My |
see that?

MS. GREENBERGER: Sure. Can you hand
me tab 46, please?

MR. BLUM N:  Yeah.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And while we're getting that, you said
you were not a huge part of deciding that RIF.

Who played a huge part in your view?

A Well, we decide which enpl oyees are
needed, not which specific enpl oyees, but what do
we need to do the job. And then we can't choose
an enpl oyee -- you mght -- in the private
sector, you m ght say, we need our star enpl oyees
to remain. That's not how it works in the
gover nnent .

You just choose the titles of -- of the
positions that are needed, and then it goes
t hrough a process where those positions wl
remai n, but you're not certain who will be in
t hose positions. It's a way to maintain fairness

in the government, and so that's how it works.
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Q And so when you say you didn't have a
huge role, you had a role in choosing the title,
but not -- of the positions that were needed, but
not a role in determ ning who would --

A No. | let my team decide the title. |
| et the people who were running the Voice of
Anmerica decide who -- which titles -- not who,
but which titles, what positions are needed to
run Voi ce of Anerica.

Q And when you say you |let the people who
were running Voice of Anmerica decide that, who
were you referring to?

A Managenent there, Leili and -- and |I'm
sure she consulted with others to say, what do we

need to run our operation?

Q Rem nd ne. What was Leili's title in
June?

A | think she -- | don't know if she
was -- | don't know if she had been noved into

t he programm ng director yet, so |I'mnot sure,
but she was probably the top manager in the

newsr oom
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MS. GREENBERGER: And once there
were -- well, we can get there. Can you pl ease
mar k that ?

(Deposition Exhibit Nunber 16 was

mar ked for identification.)

THE W TNESS: Okay.

MR. KHOJASTEH: What is this marked as?

MR. BLUM N: ' m so sorry.

MR. KHOJASTEH: It's okay.

MR. BLUMN: | think we're at 16.

MR. KHQJIASTEH: COkay. And what was
this one, just so |I'm--

MS. YEOMANS: 15.

MR. BLUM N. That was 15.

MR. KHQJASTEH. Ckay. Great. Thank
you.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And |l et nme know when you're ready to be
asked questions. And | can just tell you, I'm
not going to ask such specific questions, so...

My question will be -- when you're

ready is: Does this refresh your recollection
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t hat one of the unions, AFGE, filed a grievance
concerning the June RIFs?

MR. KHQJASTEH. And that's a yes or no
guestion, Ms. Lake. To the extent that you
| ear ned about this docunent or |earned about the
grievance from counsel, |I'mgoing to instruct you
not to answer as it would disclose

attorney-client --

THE W TNESS: Yeah, | | earned --
MR. KHQOJASTEH: -- communi cati ons.
THE W TNESS: -- from counsel, and this

ki nd of thing goes through our HR peopl e that
deal with the unions.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And so in -- in or about the time the
grievance was filed, you were aware of it,
correct?

A The grievance on July 29t h?

Q Correct.

A ' m sure they made nme aware that there
had been a grievance. W -- we expected this.

You know, this is not unusual to have a grievance
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when you're going through a RIF.

Q And that's because the CBA has a
process for dealing with RIFs, correct?

A Ri ght .

Q And there's also a process to deal with

the grievances?

A Uh- huh.
Q You have to say yes or no.
A Yes.

Q Now, in August, on August 29th, at that
poi nt, you were acting CEO?
A Yes.
Q And you can put that aside.
You directed a RIF of 532 enpl oyees; is
that correct?
A Uh- huh. Yes.
Q And just so the record's clear, when |
say you, | nmean you personally directed that.
MR. KHQJASTEH: Okay. Object to form
Lacks foundation. Vague as to "you," but go
ahead.

THE W TNESS: | mean, the original RIF,
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we're planning to reduce the force, the nunmber of
people, right? That was pretty obvious. W
decided to rerun the RIF. During that time while
we were rerunning it, we were -- before we reran
it, we started negotiating with the unions. And
| think we had great negotiations fromall |
heard. They asked for, at one point, 42
different itens that they requested, and | think
we delivered on -- out of 42, | think we
delivered on 39, maybe even 40.
And then we al ways planned to rerun the

RIF, and so this was just a rerunning of the RIF,
and that's how it happened. So this was the
sanme -- the sanme process that went into the first
one. We knew we had to reduce the size of the
staff because we were effectuating the
President's March 14th executive order, so this
was that process continuing out.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And just so |I'mclear, when you say you
had to rerun the RIF, you're referring to the

June RIF, correct?

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N

N NN P R R R R R R R R R
N P O O 0 N O 0o B WO N +—» O

Case 1:25-cv-01015-RCL  Document 158  Filed 09/22/25 Page 322 of 549

Page 319
A Yes.
Q Ckay. And you said you had
negotiations with the unions and at the -- on

August 29th, when you reran the RIF, had those

negoti ati ons been conpl eted, or were they

ongoi ng?

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Calls
for -- lacks foundati on.

THE W TNESS: Il think we felt that they
were -- they had -- we had conpleted the -- I'm

not sure the union's happy, but, you know, that's
their prerogative as well.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Did you consult with OPM on the
decision to issue the RIF notices on August 29t h?
And here, when | say "you," | mean to your -- let
me ask it a different way.

To your know edge, did the agency

consult with OPM on the decision to issue the R F
notices on August 29th?

A | don't know that. |If it's part of

what we need to do, then |I'm assum ng we did.
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Q And who in the agency as a matter of
general practice would have been tasked with
coordi nating with OPM?

A Probably --

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks

f oundat i on.

THE WTNESS: | don't know.
Probably -- probably our LER at HR, maybe
M chell e Stewart, perhaps sonebody -- we had

several HR people that were working on conducting
the RIF. And possibly Chris Luer, who's our
acting CMO. | think he's our acting CMO. Maybe
he's acting head of HR, actually.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q We tal ked earlier about the process of

a RIF. \Who made the decision who would be -- as
to the nanmes of the human bei ngs who woul d be on
the retention register?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on.

THE WTNESS: | think I just told you

you don't choose the name. You just choose a
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posi tion.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q And who chooses the nanme, though, or
what's the process by which a nane is chosen?
A The process -- and | went through

this --

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form and
I nstruct you not to answer to the extent that
your know edge of the process is based on
communi cati ons you've had with your |awyers.

THE W TNESS: That's true, and it's
al so based on communi cation with people who were
I nvolved in the RIF.

MR. KHOJASTEH: So you can --

THE WTNESS: So it's hearsay.

MR. KHQJASTEH. Don't -- you don't have
to worry about hearsay. Your -- whatever you
| earned fromthe people involved in the R F that
aren't the |l awers, you can --

THE W TNESS: Okay.

MR. KHOJASTEH: -- you can

communi cate -- you can testify as to that. On
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that stuff you learned fromlawers, |I'm
I nstructing you not to answer.
THE W TNESS: Okay. So repeat the
guestion if you don't m nd.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Sure. Vhat was the process --

A Of choosing the people that were RIF' d?

Q -- of choosing the people that were
RIF d?

A | think |I already went through this
before. It's the same as with the first RIF. W

just reran the RIF, and you determ ne --

Q You said you chose the titles, so I'm
asking --

A | didn't choose the titles.

Q The agency chose the titles?

A Yes.

Q And then how did it come to be that --

A The agency -- people in the agency.

Q How did it conme to be that specific

people were on the retention |ist?

A Well, what happens fromthe way I
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understand it -- and, again, | wasn't involved in
the nitty-gritty on this. This was done through
people in HR, the unions. There's a very, very
specific way that a reduction in force plays out,
and we wanted to follow every single rule and not
m ss one line of it.

We asked our, you know, team nembers
who are running the VOA -- this is the way
understand it went -- who do you need to -- not
who, not specifically who, but what positions do
you need to do the job, to do the progranm ng
t hat we need.

And a |ist of positions was given, and
t hen they decide to not have -- they decide to
reduce in force the other positions that aren't
needed. But let's say you fall in one of those
lines. Let's say you're a radio broadcast
techni cian, and you happen to be a GS-14, and you
may be working doing the radio -- doing the news.
And once your position gets RIF'd -- I'"msorry --
i f your position gets saved and sonebody el se's

position got RIF' d who's higher than your GS
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| evel , then they call a bunp and retreat. That
person can conme in and take your | ob.

So it's a very conplicated process that
t he people who -- Leili may have said, we need
t hese positions, and maybe, you know, just for
hypot hetical's sake, maybe John Doe was in one
position, and she wanted to keep that title.
That doesn't nmean John Doe's going to remain in
t hat, because there could be somebody who has
seniority over himwho will end up -- who was
RIF'd who will end up taking that job. So it's
not picking individuals. |It's picking titles.

Q And are there e-mails or nmenps or other
docunents that reflect how the agency deci ded
what positions to elimnate or retain with the --

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q -- as part of the RIF?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Lacks foundati on.
MS. GREENBERGER: | said "are there."
THE WTNESS: | don't know how - -
MR. KHQJASTEH: You didn't say -- ask
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her whet her she knows whether there are.

THE W TNESS: Do | know whet her
there were? | don't know whether there were.
was not involved in that.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q We tal ked earlier about the agency's
surge capacity, right?

A Uh- huh.

Q And | think we tal ked about how many of
t he agency's journalists have specialized
| anguage or subject matter skills.

Woul d you agree with that?

A I n sone cases.

Q And many of the people who -- is it
fair to say that many of the people who were
RIF'd on August 29th have specialized | anguage or
subject matter skills?

A | mean, yeah, specialized | anguage, a
| ot of people speak these | anguages in Anmerica.

Q A | ot of people speak what | anguages in
America?

A Farsi. It's a big country.
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Q And one of the things you said earlier
Is that the agency could hire contractors to deal
with surge capacity issues, correct?

A Yes.

Q And is there any e-mails or menos or
ot her docunents about how | ong they would take or
t he process the agency would have to go through

to hire contractors for surge capacity?

A | think you asked nme that before we
t ook a break. |"munaware if there are.
Q Okay.

A Frank m ght know t hat.
MS. GREENBERGER: Can | have 35,
pl ease? Can you mark this, please?
(Deposition Exhibit Nunber 17 was
mar ked for identification.)
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q And | just showed the w tness Exhibit
17, which is a tweet that it |ooks |Iike you sent
on August 29t h.
A Uh- huh.

Q I's that correct?
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A Yes. Yes.

Q And in this tweet, you're tal king about
t he August RIF, correct?

A Correct.

Q And you state that this RIF will,
quote, likely -- "will likely inprove its ability
to function and provide the truth to people
across the world who |ive under nmurderous
Communi st governnments and ot her tyrannical
regi nes. "

A Yes.

Q And do you agree with me that it's
I nportant that VOA broadcast to people in

Conmmuni st regi nes?

A In sonme, yes.

Q In what? |1'm sorry.

A In sone, yes.

Q And what countries are controlled by

Conmmuni st gover nnments?
MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks

f oundat i on.
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BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q To your know edge.

A | mean, we could -- we could tal k about
China. Let's start there. | nmean, | could go
down the list of countries. [|'mnot interested
In doing that. |It's pretty obvious. You can
Googl e it.

Q Well, I'"mtrying to understand your

know edge based on the decision we're talking
about here.
What countries other than China are
controlled by Conmuni st governnments?
A Chi na.
Q Are you aware of any countries other

t han China that are controlled by Communist --

A It didn't say --
Q -- governnments?
A It didn't say in ny tweet, its ability

to function and provide the truth to all
Communi sts. It said, "nurderous Conmuni st
governnents. "

Q What are non-nurderous Conmmuni st
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gover nment s?
A | don't know.
Q Okay. Are you aware of any Communi st
governments others than China?
A | woul d argue that Cuba is Conmuni st.

| would argue that a | ot of socialist countries
are Communi st. Venezuel a.

Q Okay. So other than the three
countries you just named, are you aware of any

ot her countries that are --

A Yes.

Q -- Comuni st - -

A There are many. There are many.

Q And |I'm asking for which ones those
ar e.

A | " m not going to go down and |ist all
the countries. You can Google it right now.

Q | " m asking for your know edge, Ms.

Lake. Pl ease Il et me know - -
A | can't recall right now.
Q Okay. So your testimony is that the

only countries that you are aware of --
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A No, | didn't say that. | said | can't
recall. | didn't say the only countries are. |

said I can't recall all of themat this nonment.

Q And |''m not asking you whether you
recall all of them |'m asking whether -- please
don't interrupt ne. |'m asking whether you
recall whether there's any countries other than
Chi na and Cuba -- and you al so naned Venezuela --
that are controlled by Comrmuni st governnents.

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Asked
and answer ed.

THE WTNESS: | would throw in a | ot of
socialist countries, too, but we could disagree
on that. But |'ve listed several, and | -- at
this nmonent, | don't recall.

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Ckay. Are you aware that Vietnamis

controlled by a Conmuni st --

A Yeah.

Q -- government ?

A | " m aware of that.

Q And are you aware that North Korea is
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controlled by a Communi st gover nment ?
A Yes.
Q And are you aware that Laos is

controlled by a Conmuni st gover nment ?
A Yes.
Q And does VOA have any plans to
br oadcast to Laos?
A No.
Q And how about to Vietnan? Does Vietnam

A Nope. Nope. No.

MS. GREENBERGER: Turning to tab 30 --
oh, sorry. Let ne see. Have we already marked
this 8/ 28 notice, which is tab 38?

MR. BLUM N:  No.

MS. GREENBERGER: Okay. So |'m going
to show you the notice that your attorneys filed
on the court docket on 8/ 28 about the RIFs.

THE W TNESS: Okay.

MR. BLUM N. We could use a stapler.

MS. YEOMANS: Stapler?

MR. BEATON: | can get one.
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MR. BLUM N: Should we just fold it?
MS. GREENBERGER: Sure.
(Deposition Exhibit Number 18 was
mar ked for identification.)
MR. BLUM N:. We can pass the stapler
around. Sorry for this.
MR. KHOJASTEH: We'll live.
MR. BLUMN. We'Ill|l pass a stapler
around.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q And |'m handing the witness an exhibit
mar ked 18, which is notice filed on the court
docket on August 28th.
Okay.
Have you seen this document before?
| don't know if | have.
Sure. Take your tinme.

Let me put ny eyeballs on it.

o » O » O >

Pl ease do.
MR. KHOJASTEH: Counsel, was your | ast
guesti on, have you seen this document before?

MS. GREENBERGER: Yeah.
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MR. KHOQJASTEH: Okay. Has Ms. Lake
answered yet?

MS. GREENBERGER: No.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Okay.

THE WTNESS: | may have seen this cone
across ny e-mail. Just reading it to be famliar
with it.

MS. GREENBERGER: |'mjust taking it

fromyou to staple it.

THE W TNESS: Okay.

MR. BLUM N: Yeah, don't want to staple
you.

MS. GREENBERGER: Thank you.

MR. KHQJASTEH: Thanks.

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q There you go, just because there's a
| ot of paper in front of you.

You'll see on the second page -- |'1]|
show you where it is on nmy docunent. |t m ght
help if you just |ook over. Around here.

A Was this filed before the RIF or after
the RIF?

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N

N NN P R R R R R R R R R
N P O O 0 N O 0o B WO N +—» O

Case 1:25-cv-01015-RCL  Document 158  Filed 09/22/25 Page 337 of 549

Page 334

well --

|'ve got to ook at the date here.

O » O

Yeah. Why don't you | ook at the dates?

A 29th. So -- okay. It looks like it
was filed before the RIF;, is that right?

Q It was filed on August 28th. You have
t he docket stanp on top.

A Okay.

Q And on the second page it says, "USAGM
plans to retain 158 enpl oyees, and VOA to retain
108 enpl oyees. "

Do you see that?

A No, | don't. \ere -- where are we?

Q Do you see where ny finger is? That's
t he easi est way.

A "The Agency notes that these numbers
could change slightly."

Q Right. The sentence two sentences
above that.

A USAGM pl ans to issue reduction in
force, yes. Retain 158 enployees. VOA retain

108 enpl oyees, yes.
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Q And of those 108 enpl oyees who wi | |

remai n enpl oyed, how many will remain on | eave?

A | don't know that we've determ ned that
yet .

Q Do you know how many are on | eave right
now?

A No.

Q Roughl y?

A No.

Q Okay.

A | don't.

Q And the sentence says that USAGM pl ans
to retain 158 enpl oyees.
So, just so | understand, those 158 are
not content producing staff, correct?
A | don't know. You'll have to ask Leili
t hat .
Q Ckay. Am | right that those are
adm ni strators, or you don't know?
MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Asked

and answer ed.
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BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q You can answer.
A Well, some of them could be enpl oyees

at OCB, members of our back office, HR, people

who run things like transm ssion |ines and

transm ssion towers and that kind of thing

Q Apol ogies if |I've already asked this.

Do you -- have | already asked you, of the

enmpl oyees that will remain after this RIF

effectuated, how many will speak Farsi?

S

A | don't know. That's a great question

for Leili.

Q Woul d you agree with me that aft

er

t hese RIFs are effectuated, USGM -- USAGM wi |

not be able to spend the congressional
appropriation at |evels approaching the pr
year ?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form

f oundati on.

i or

Lacks

THE W TNESS: Are you asking if we'll

be able to spend the nopbney that was

appropriated -- or if we've already spent

It

or
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If we'll be able to? Clarify that if you woul d.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Sure. Let me do sone prelimnary

guesti ons.
Is it fair to say that a significant
portion of the agency's budget goes to personnel ?
MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Lacks
foundati on. Vague as to "significant portion."

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q You can answer.
A Yeah, what is a significant portion?
Q Well, do you have a rough sense of what

portion of the agency budget goes to personnel ?

A | would -- | would sense that a
significant portion goes to people, yeah.

Q And many of those people are now being
term nated, correct, under the RIF?

A Yes.

Q And so the portion that had been going
to personnel, that significant portion, would not
be going to personnel once the term nations go

into effect, right?
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A The term nations go into effect, |
bel i eve, on the 30th of September. |s that about
right, roughly? That's what | -- that's what |

believe to be about the date, which is the end of
the fiscal year
Q So if Congress passes a continuing
resolution that continues the current fiscal year
spending into next year, a significant portion of
t hat budget woul d not be being spent on personnel
because they're being term nated, correct?
MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Calls
for speculation. Hypothetical and | acks
f oundat i on.
THE WTNESS: |It's hypothetical.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Wel |, does the agency have any plan for
t he spending of its appropriation if it won't be
spendi ng that nmoney on the significant costs that
are personnel ?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Obj ect - -
THE W TNESS: We --
MR. KHOJASTEH: -- to form Calls for
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specul ation. Lacks foundati on.
THE WTNESS: |'m not going to, you
know -- | don't have a crystal ball. | don't
know what Congress is going to do. |'mnot sure

Congress knows what Congress is going to do. But
our fiscal year ends on the 30th of Septenber,
and that is when these enployees will be off the
payrol | .
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q And you're saying the agency has not
gi ven any planning to the inmpact of a continuing
resolution for the next fiscal year. Is that
your testinony?
MR. KHOQJASTEH. Object to form Lacks
foundati on and m scharacterizes the testinony.
THE W TNESS: Yeah. | just said |I'm
not going to do hypotheticals. | don't know |
mean, they could pass a budget.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Absol utely, they could, and ny --
earlier, we had tal ked about -- well, strike

t hat .
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Part of good planning is to plan for
di fferent outconmes. Wuld you agree with that?

A That's right. That's why we're
pl anni ng all kinds of things, making sure that
we're ready just in case. We've got contingency
pl ans.

Q Exactly. And is one of the
contingencies that the agency is planning for a
continuing resol ution?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: | don't want to get into
a hypothetical. W don't know what Congress is
going to do. We're hopeful that they will pass
with the -- with the majority in the House and
the majority in the Senate and an incredible,
amazi ng president |ike Donald J. Trump and The
Whi te House, that we can get something resolved
here.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And the plan is that if your budget

justification goes through, you would then wi nd
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down t he agency, correct?
A well, we --
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
foundati on. Vague as to "wi nd down."

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Sorry. You can answer.

A Wth a -- with a reduced staff, we
don't need close to a billion dollars at the
agency to -- and we're trying to save the

t axpayers dol |l ars.
Q Okay. You can put that aside.

Are you aware that the plaintiffs had
filed with the Court papers about the defendants’
nonconpliance with Part Il of the PI?

A Rem nd nme --

MR. KHQJIASTEH. It's a -- object to
form It's a yes or no question. She's not
aski ng you what you know about it, X, Y and Z.
She's just asking you, are you aware, yes Or no.

Anything -- |'msafe to say this.
Anyt hi ng you know about that filing is based on

conversations you've had with the DQJ --
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THE W TNESS: That's right.

MR. KHQJASTEH:. -- or your | awyers.

THE W TNESS: That's right.

MR. KHQJASTEH: Instructing you not to
answer. You can ask the yes or no, though,
whet her she's aware.

MS. GREENBERGER: | did ask it.

MR. KHOQJASTEH: | know. | have to give
the instruction.

MS. GREENBERGER: Yeah, fine.

THE W TNESS: There's been -- | think
we have five malicious |awsuits against us, and
there's been a | ot of, you know, things that cone
t hrough, and the attorneys brief me on them
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Do you know, yes or --

A So | don't know if it's -- if | |ook at
It, perhaps | mght be able to tell you for
certain yes or no.

Q Okay. Were you aware, yes or no, that
on June 23rd, the Court held a hearing regarding

def endants' all eged nonconpliance with the
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Court's prelimnary injunction, Part 1117

A Yes.

Q Okay. And are you aware that at the
end of that hearing, the Court ordered defendants
to file a supplenental menmorandumwith certain
addi tional information?

A | believe | am aware of that, yeah

MS. GREENBERGER: And can you hand me
tab 25, please?

(Deposition Exhibit Nunber 19 was

mar ked for identification.)
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And |I'm going to show you the Court's
order, which is dated June 23rd, and my question
will just be -- well, nmy first question will be:
Were you aware of that order?

"Il show it to you.

A Every time | take these off, you make
me put them back on.

Q | would show you | ess docunments, but
you say, can | see the docunments.

A well --
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Q So the question's just: Were you aware

of this order?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Yes or no, Ms. Lake?

THE WTNESS: |'m sure that | was aware
of it. | mean, aml -- I'mnot overly famliar
with every detail on it.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And did you do anything pronmptly --

well, strike that.

Did you do anything in response to this
order that is Exhibit 19, the June 23rd order?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form |I'm
going to instruct the witness not to answer
beyond -- you can say yes or no whether you did
sonmet hing. You can't say what you did.

If it was -- you can't say what you did
If it was done at the direction of counsel.
Sorry. Apol ogi es.

THE W TNESS: Okay. We did sonething,
but it was at the direction of counsel. You
asked if we did anything? 1Is that the question

you asked?
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MS. GREENBERGER: That was the
questi on.

MR. KHQJASTEH:. She asked if you did
somet hi ng.

THE WTNESS: Oh, if | did sonething?

MR. KHOJASTEH: | mean, I f we want to
take a quick -- |1 may know where you're going
with this, but | have to nmake these objections.
| have no idea what's going to -- | want to make
sure we're not breaching the attorney-client
privilege or work product.

MS. GREENBERGER: COkay. |'mgoing to
say | don't agree with that objection, but why
don't we nove on --

MR. KHQJASTEH. No, no, |'mjust --

MS. GREENBERGER: -- because --
MR. KHOQJASTEH: -- letting you know
that |'m happy to revisit the objection with just

some nore clarity of where you want to go with
that. And we can do that off the record |ike
we' ve done earlier today, and |I've been able to

help you in ternms of getting the information
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you're | ooking for for your exam nati on.

MS. GREENBERGER: Let's -- let's turn
to the Court's next order, which is on July 8th.
And tab 26, if you could get that for ne, please.
l'"msorry. July 8. Yeah. Did | say July 8?

(Deposition Exhibit Nunmber 20 was

mar ked for identification.)

MR. KHQJASTEH. This is 207

MS. GREENBERGER: \What are we up to?

MR. BLUM N:  Yes.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q So |'m show ng the witness a docunent
mar ked Exhi bit 20, which is a July 8th court
order. And ny question is: Have you seen this
docunment before?

A | know that you live and breathe all of
this and you all collect a |ot of billable hours
on this, but I'mrunning an agency, so sone of

this just blends together, and | rely on ny

att orneys.
Q | hear you. And the answer, it's a
yes, no, | don't know questi on.
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A " m not sure. | probably am aware of
this, yes.

Q And were you aware that the Court said
that it does not -- I'mturning to the third
page. "The Court still does not have a cl ear
pi cture of what VOA is doing, what the
defendants' plan is for VOA noving forward, or
how t he defendants made any of these decisions.”

Were you aware of that?

A Yes. | think that's why we're here
t oday, right, spending so nuch quality time
t oget her. It's wonderful.

Q Turning to the first declaration that
you submtted to the Court after this July 8th
order, which is exhibit -- which is Exhibit 2,
sonmewhere in that pile.

A Let me find it. | should put these in
order, perhaps.

Q Yeah, let's do that on the next break.

MR. KHOJASTEH: What do you mean, next
break? No, |'m just Kkidding.
THE W TNESS: Oh, 2. I s that what you
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said, 2?
MS. GREENBERGER: Yes.
THE W TNESS: Okay.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q OCkay. Now, on paragraph 4 of your
decl aration, you told the Court that VOA has 72
full-time enployees; is that correct?

A Looks like it, yeah. 72, that's what

It says.
Q And my understanding -- and correct me
if I"mwong -- is that you did not -- you

personally did not understand that 72 was the
statutory m ni mum correct?

A Pardon me?

Q The 72 number that you put in your
declaration to the Court, you did not understand
that to be the statutory m ni munf?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form
M scharacterizes testinmny. | think the
statutory mninmum s been in reference to USAGM

and not VOA.
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BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q

was 11,

A

The statutory mninmumyou listed in VOA

correct, in your letter to Congress?

In the letter to Congress, we -- we --

"While we antici pate being above the originally

proposed statutory m ni mum staffing nunbers, the

plan to effectuate President Trunp's Executive

Order is still developing. As we work to adhere

to the executive order, please consider this

requi red Congressional Notification."

Q

of that.

A

> O » O

Q

Right. | was turning to the next page

Ckay. The recomendati on?
Yes.

And your question is on that?
Yeah.

What was your question?

My question was: Am | understanding

correctly this docunment that the statutory

m ni rum was cal culated -- I'msorry -- was

determ ned to be 11 people as conpared to the 72

people that you told the Court on July 18th that
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you were enpl oyi ng?
MR. KHOQJASTEH: Object --
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q s that apples to apples or not?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundati on. Vague as to "apples to apples.”
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q You can answer.

A We're devel oping the plan to run the
agency. We're running the agency, and we're
utilizing information given to us by senior
career | eadership who hel ped devise this plan.

t hought it seened very low, and | even nentioned
that it was a little bit -- or it seenmed | ow, and
| had mentioned in the letter that we were

seem ngly going to go above that. W anticipate
bei ng above the originally proposed statutory

m ni num

Q When you -- just so the record's clear,
when you said it seenmed |low, you were referring
to the March 18th statutory m ni mum neno,

correct?
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A Yeah. | was kind of surprised by it.
Q And you were surprised by it because
t he nunbers were so | ow?
A No. | just was surprised by it.

Q Well, what were you surprised by?

A It was just surprised.

Q What about it surprised you?

A | thought that -- | just thought that
the careers wanting to elimnate 90-plus percent
of their coll eagues was a bit shocking. But I
under stand they understand this -- how this
agency works and that they know better because
t hey' ve been working in this agency for a |ong
time. And many -- nost of them are SESs, which
tells me they're extra special and extra
I nportant when it comes to the federal government
for the skills that they have, so they truly are
the cream of the crop.

Q And so you expected the statutory
m ni rum nunber to list nore than 81 peopl e,
correct?

A | didn't know what it was going to be.
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Q But you were surprised that the
nunmber -- that, as you said, 90-plus percent of
peopl e woul d be term nated?
A No. | was nore surprised that why

woul d you have so many people there to start
with, but then | realized that it's the
government. And | worked in nmedia for 30 years
as a journalist, a broadcast journalist, and over
that time, every single news operation across
this country has been right-sized as technol ogy
has picked up, but not the federal government.
They just kept growi ng and grow ng and

growi ng and addi ng and addi ng and addi ng and then
addi ng contractors on top of it. And it makes
sense. |It's not their nmoney. It's the
har dwor ki ng peopl e across the country paying for
this. So I was nmore shocked at what we had
bef ore when we could do it with such a small
amount .

Q In the Court's July 8th order, which |
beli eve you have in front of you --

A 18t h. There we go. 19, Exhibit 197
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Q No. Docket 126 on top.
A Oh, here it is.
Q Okay.
A No, wait. That's weird. What is it?
Q This is --
A Oh, 20. Ckay.
Q Do you see on page 4 the Court says,

"the suppl emental memorandum contains no
I nformati on on how the defendants determ ned the
activities it would undertake to restore VOA
programm ng such that USAGM fulfills its
statutory mandate"?

A Whi ch paragraph was that, pointing it
out here?

Q Ri ght there, the paragraph -- the
sentence starting with "Furthernore.™

A Ckay.

Q Did you address that issue in your
July 18th decl aration?

A | feel that we did address everything.
| think we've addressed this several tinmes.

Q Okay.
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A Same questions are asked, and we keep
readdressing them

Q Can you just point to what paragraph in
your July 18 declaration describes how the
def endants determ ned which -- the activities you
woul d undertake to restore VOA programm ng such
that it --

A Maybe | don't understand what he's
asking. \What do you make of that? MWhat is how
t he defendants determ ned the activities that
woul d undertake -- they would -- maybe | don't
understand that. \What is he asking there?
Because | feel that we've answered these
guestions over and over.

Q So | just wanted to understand what
paragraph of your July 18th declaration answers
t hat question or that request fromthe Court.

A Okay. How we are -- to restore VOA
progranmm ng such that it fulfills the statutory
mandate. So statutory mandate is the critical
thing there.

Well, one of the things we're doing is
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actually covering the statute that we need to,
which is, you know, the VOA 50 states initiative.
That wasn't even --

Q ' msorry. The question was what

paragraph in the --

A Ei ght.
Q -- declaration?
A It's one of the -- one of the answers.

And six and seven. Paragraph 6, 7, 8.

Q Do you believe paragraph 6, 7 and 8
di scusses how you nade the determ nati on about
what activities you woul d undertake -- the agency
woul d undert ake?

A | mean, | don't know what you mean,
how. Do we sit around in a circle and talk to
each other? What do you nmean by how? What are
you -- what are you getting at?

MR. KHQJASTEH. To the extent -- I'm
going to object to form and just caution counsel
to the extent -- at this stage, Ms. Lake has
testified that the -- the plan for statutory

m ni rum was devel oped - -
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MS. GREENBERGER: Sir, | think you're
starting to make speaki ng obj ections.
MR. KHOJASTEH: |I'mjust -- |I'm

explaining there's a privilege call here.

MS. GREENBERGER: Okay.

MR. KHQJASTEH:. The how - -

MS. GREENBERGER: She answered --

MR. KHOJASTEH: How it was --

THE W TNESS: Yeah.

MR. KHQJASTEH:. The plan for statutory
m ni rum was devel oped by general counsel's office
and career -- career folks. |If you want to get
into the how, you're literally asking for
attorney-client --

MS. GREENBERGER: No. | was --

MR. KHOJASTEH: -- communi cations and
wor k product.

THE WTNESS: | think |'ve said how in
tal ki ng about the three-page nmeno that senior
career officials fromthe agency put together.

It may not have been satisfactory to the judge,

but | can't squeeze blood out of a turnip. |I'm
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telling himhow and he just doesn't |ike the
answers.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Now, in your July 18th decl aration,
paragraph 13 -- why don't we turn to that.

A What paragraph? 187

Q 13, which is good because there is no
18.

And this is -- well, why don't you read
t he paragraph and then we can ask. Let ne know
when you're ready.

A Yeah, |'m ready.

Q And in this paragraph, paragraph 13 of
your July 18th declaration, you're discussing why
USAGM has deci ded not to broadcast into Africa,
correct?

A Uh- huh. Yes. Yes.

Q And one of the factors that you point
to is that the statute's broadcasting principles
require that VOA not duplicate the activities of
private broadcasters or governnent broadcasting

of democratic nations, correct?
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A Correct.

Q And you point to the fact that CNN
I nternational already broadcasts into Africa,
correct?

A As does, | believe, OAN and Fox, ABC,
CBS. They have a reach that reaches into Africa.

Q And your declaration didn't mention
OAN, Fox, ABC --

A No.

Q -- or CBC -- CBS?

A No, but it gives you the idea that
there's already broadcasting going in.

Q And -- and CNN, | think you already
said earlier in this deposition, you view as not

a credi ble news source --

A Well, it's ny --
Q -- 1s that correct?
A -- opinion. | think it's garbage,

trash, the worst of the worst, but sonme people
|l ove it. Sonme people enjoy it.
Q And do you believe that VOA shoul d not

be doing broadcasting if there's already trash
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broadcasting in that space?
A well --
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form
THE WTNESS: It's not ny style of

news, but other people love it. So it's in
news -- it's in airports and -- you m ght | ove
it. 1 don't really care for it. |'msure you --
you maybe don't |ike other outlets that |
actually mght Iike.

MS. GREENBERGER: Now - -
THE W TNESS: Difference of opinion.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Now, CNN broadcasts only in English,
correct, CNN International?
A | don't know.
MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q To your knowl edge, are you aware of any
| anguage ot her than English --
A Yes.
Q -- that CNN --
A Spani sh.
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Q Ckay. And are you aware of any
| anguage ot her than English and Spani sh that CNN
| nternati onal broadcasts in?

A | think through subtitles you could
call broadcasting -- if it's in another | anguage,
say, French, they would put subtitles on, which
Is a possibility. [1've seen that, but |I'm not
certain.

Q And how about OAN, Fox, ABC, CBS? Do
any of those broadcast in | anguages other than
English, to your know edge?

A ' mjust |ooking at the International
Broadcasting Act, (a)(3). Broadcasting
standards. United States international
br oadcasting shall not duplicate the activities
of private U.S. -- United States broadcasters. |
don't think it said in any | anguage on there.

Q And so is your understandi ng, personal
under st andi ng of that provision, that it is
duplicating broadcasting even if VOA is providing
broadcasting in a nation's | anguage; whereas, the

Ameri can broadcast is in only English? 1It's
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still duplication in your view?
MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Lacks

f oundat i on.

THE W TNESS: Well, | would never want
torely on just my opinion. |I'm-- |I'ma
broadcast journalist, yes, but I'mnot an

attorney, and so | rely on ny attorneys. And |
don't want to get into the conversations |I've had
with nmy attorneys to determ ne which | anguages
t he agency is covering and which ones we're not.
That woul d go agai nst attorney-client privilege.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Well, you said in your declaration that
because CNN International already broadcasts into
Africa, you view that as duplicating -- you view
USGM -- sorry. Strike that. Let's start again.

You stated in your declaration that

USAGM deci ded not to broadcast into Africa
because that would duplicate the broadcasting of
CNN I nternational and other U. S.-based news
net wor ks, correct?

A That's what it says, yeah.
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Q And - -

MR. KHOQJASTEH. Object to form

M scharacteri zes the docunents.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And you reached that determ nation --
strike that.

You -- you believe it's duplication of
broadcasti ng regardl ess of what | anguage VOA was
broadcasting in and what | anguage the private
United States broadcasters are broadcasting in,
correct?

A | just said that | was reading the
| nternational Broadcasting Act, and it said not

-- "shall not duplicate the activities of private

United States broadcasters.” It didn't say what
| anguage.
Q Was the -- was the decision that

broadcasting in Africa would be duplicative of
maj or news network broadcasting a decision of the
agency that you adopted as the deputy CEO or the
acti ng CEO?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
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f oundati on.

THE W TNESS: We relied on career
senior staff to cone up with a plan, and we've
been wor ki ng roughly fromthat plan in
conjunction with our -- our general counsel
hel pi ng us determ ne what is the statute.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q The Court's July 8th order, which I
t hink you have in front of you at 4, says --

A Page 4.

Q Yeah. And the third sentence down
says, "The Court therefore does not have a sense
of how the defendants are using the 260 mllion
t hat has been appropriated for VOA for Fisca
Year 2025," correct?

A Where do you see that? ©Oh, right up at

the top. "The Court therefore does not have."
Ckay.

Q And turning to your July 18th
decl aration, you address this, | believe, in
paragraph 12. Please confirmthat I'mright on
t hat .
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A Paragraph 12? Okay. Yeah, | see that.

Q And paragraph 12 provides a |ist of
spendi ng by VOA office?

A Yes.

Q And in there you say that VOA, for
exanple, spent 137 mllion on regional
br oadcasti ng operations, correct?

A Yes. That's what it says.

Q And that 137 mllion was not spent
actual ly produci ng regional broadcasting
operati ons because there was al nost no regional
br oadcasti ng happeni ng, correct?

A | don't think --

MR. KHOQJASTEH. Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Go ahead.

A It doesn't say regional broadcasting
operati ons produci ng progranm ng.

Q So nost of that 137 mlIlion was spent
on journalists and staff salaries who were on

| eave, correct?
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MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.
THE W TNESS: Paid adm nistrative
| eave? |'m assum ng some of that was, yes.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Most of that?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Same obj ecti on.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q To your know edge.
A I*'m assum ng, yeah.
Q And that's not mentioned in your
declaration, is it? O show me where it is.
MR. KHOJASTEH: What's not menti oned?
MS. GREENBERGER: That nmost or sone of
t hat noney is being spent on paid adm nistrative
| eave.
THE W TNESS: It just says what the --
It just says studio and production operations,
yeah.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q So it's not nmentioned, correct?

A What ?
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Q Your decl aration does not nention how
much of the noney is spent on people sitting at
home?
A Are you suggesting we don't pay people,
we just let them go and don't pay then?
Q Not at all. l'm - -
MR. KHOQJASTEH. So what are you -- what
are you -- are you asking her to testify what's

in the document or not in

MS. GREENBERGER:

her --
MR. KHOJASTEH:
MS. GREENBERGER:
MR. KHOJASTEH:
five? Conme on.
MS. GREENBERGER:
MR. KHOJASTEH:
MS. GREENBERGER:
MR. KHOJASTEH:
MS. GREENBERGER:
had noved -- | think that
st at ement .

t he docunent ?
Correct. |'m asking
Ckay.

to verify --

So, like, we're out on
| am
Move it al ong.
I was noving al ong.
Al right. Go ahead.
Actual ly, |

was an of fensive
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MR. KHOJASTEH: Just come on.
That's -- does it say this and this? Either it
says or it doesn't.
MS. GREENBERGER: And she mght tell ne
| mssed it.
MR. KHOQJASTEH: Do you believe that?
MS. GREENBERGER: Can | have tab 27,
pl ease?
MR. BLUM N: Sur e.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q You understand -- well, do you
understand that the Court issued an order to show
cause in this case on July 30th?
A | think we already asked that -- asked
t hat question, right?
Q We were tal king about an earlier order
a few m nutes ago.
A Anot her show cause?
Q Well, the earlier order was not styled
as an order to show cause. So there was a
July 30th order that was called the order to show

cause.
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A "' m not an attorney.
Q | understand. Did you understand that
t he Court issued an order on July 30th? And

that's Exhibit 11. | think we have | ooked at it.

MR. KHQJASTEH: Yeah, it's already in

here somewher e.

MS. GREENBERGER: It is in here.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Do you have that in front of you?

Thank you.

A Somewher e. This is |ike malicious,

I nsane lawfare. This is what the American people

are so sick of.

Q Ms. Lake, | have -- I"'mtrying to nmove

t hrough this.

A | know you are. And let me -- let ne

sort through the insanity.

VWhi ch one was it

agai n? Dated what date?
Q It's July 30th. It's docunment 130.
A El even pages?
MR. KHOJASTEH: It's Exhibit 11
THE W TNESS: Got it. What does show
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cause mean? You're a |lawyer.
MS. GREENBERGER: | ' m happy to answer
t hat question, but | think your |awyer would

probably prefer that he be the one to advise --

MR. KHOJASTEH: Just --

MS. GREENBERGER: -- you on that.
MR. KHOJASTEH: Just -- just out of
curiosity, if this is going to be another, I|ike,

20, 25 m nutes of questions, can we just take a
two-m nute break? No one needs to move. | just
need to run to the restroom

MS. GREENBERGER: Sure. \Why don't we
t ake - -

MR. KHOJASTEH: Do you want to take
nmore than that? I1t's been an hour, so --

MS. GREENBERGER: Yeah, sure. \y
don't we take a break.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Okay.

MS. GREENBERGER: We can take a
ten-m nute break.

VI DEO TECHNI Cl AN:  This marks the end
of Media Unit No. 5. Going off the record, the

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N

N NN P R R R R R R R R R
N P O O 0 N O 0o B WO N +—» O

Case 1:25-cv-01015-RCL  Document 158  Filed 09/22/25 Page 373 of 549

Page 370

time is 16:49 p.m
(Recess 4:49 p.m to 5:07 p.m)
VI DEO TECHNI CI AN:  This marks the
begi nning of Media Unit No. 6. Going back on the
record, the time is 17:07 p.m
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Ms. Lake, prior to the break, we were
| ooking at the Court's July 30th order, which was
Exhibit 11 in front of you.

A Okay.

Q And turning to the | ast page of that
order, you see that it says, "Produce all
docunents otherwi se relating to the defendants'’
plan to wi nd down USAGM s operations"?

A Okay.

Q And do you understand that the agency
ran a search for responsive docunents as a result
of the Court's order?

MR. KHQJASTEH. |'m going to object to
t he question and instruct the witness not to
answer anything you know about our conpliance

with this order. Our collection of docunents in
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response to this order was -- is based on
client -- attorney-client communi cati ons.

MS. GREENBERGER: Did -- was DQJ
i nvolved in --

MR. KHQJIASTEH:. Agency | awyers were.
I nstruction stands. The fact that you think you
can ask a w tness about court filings in a live
litigation and think it's not going to be subject

to attorney-client communication --

MS. GREENBERGER: | don't need --
MR. KHQOJASTEH: -- IS nonsense to ne.
MS. GREENBERGER: | really don't need

t he speaki ng obj ecti ons.
MR. KHOJASTEH: Okay.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Do you have a USAGM e-mai |l ?
A Yes.

Q And do you have a State Depart nent

A Yes.
Q And what other e-mails do you use when

conducti ng USAGM busi ness, if any?
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A | use ny -- | really use ny USAGM

Q And are there any other e-mails you
use?

A | had one called, | think, sr47@sagm
but | only used that, | think, once or twi ce, and
| really don't use that.

Q Do you use text nessagi ng when doi ng
USAGM wor k?

A Not very often. COccasionally.

Q And do you use that on a personal phone

or a work-provided phone or both?

A On nmy work phone.

Q And what ot her applications do you use
to communi cate about work-related things, such as
Si gnal , WhatsApp, et cetera?

A | use ny -- | use ny good ol d-fashi oned
t el ephone, sonetines even a hard |ine.

Q And ot her than a tel ephone, do you use
any of the services | just tal ked about or any
ot her services |ike WhatsApp or Signal for
wor k-rel ated --

A | don't have WhatsApp. | do have
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Signal. | use it occasionally. | don't use that
for work.

Q We've tal ked a | ot about -- today about

the June 3rd statenment to Congress, so maybe we
can turn back to that. | have another question
about it if --

A What was that one?

Q -- you have it handy. | don't -- |
don't even, frankly, need you to |look at it, but
you can pull it up if you need it.

| want to tal k about the six career
peopl e that have -- that were -- signed on the
| ast page.

MR. KHQJASTEH. We're tal king about
Exhi bit 3.

MS. GREENBERGER: Exhi bit 3.

THE W TNESS: Thank you. Let ne just
get to that.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Is M. Mn still with the agency?

A My former GC? No.

Q And when did he | eave the agency?
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A | don't remenber. | think he took a
fork in the road, possibly, one of the generous
offers for people who were contenplating | eaving.

Q And do you know roughly when he took
that fork in the road?

A | don't --

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form
THE W TNESS: -- recall.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q That's fine. And M. Morales, we
al ready spoke about how he is on adm nistrative
| eave, correct?

A | don't have this docunment. | know --
| know -- | know it, but I'd really like to have
it in front of ne.

Q Of course. |'msure you have it, so we
can find it.

A Is it there? No. | tried to put
the -- all right. That's fine. This is the

three -- this is the --
Q ' mjust asking you about the nanes.
A -- stat mn --
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Q But it nust be here sonewhere.

A -- put together by senior career
| eader shi p?

MR. KHOJASTEH: You can use m ne.

THE W TNESS: Okay. |'ve got it now.
He's --

MR. KHQJASTEH: | gave her m ne.

THE W TNESS: Okay. So Victor Moral es?
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Yes. Victor Morales, we already
established, is on paid adm nistrative | eave?

A He is a senior policy advisor on paid
adm ni strative | eave currently.

Q And how about M. Napoli? What's his
current status with the agency?

A He is still the chief financial officer
and is actually going to go work in the private
sector soon.

Q So he has announced that he's going to
| eave the agency?

A Yes.

Q As of when?
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A | think it was like the 12th or the
13t h, somewhere around there.

Q Of Sept enber ?

A Yes.

Q And how about Ms. Thonms? What's her
current status with the agency?

A She's on famly | eave.

Q And is she expected to return after
famly | eave, to your know edge?

A | don't know -- actually, | believe she
took the fork in the road, DRP, the fork in the
road where you have the option.

Q Right. So your understanding is
Ms. Thomas has taken a fork in the road and
was -- is going to | eave the agency?

A | think that's what it was. It m ght
have been VERA or VSI P. After the first RIF,
between the first RIF and then when we reran the
RIF, the union asked if we would consider to give
peopl e the option of having another -- another
crack at taking the opportunity to have the fork

in the road, which is a very generous opportunity
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to be paid, and I think she took them up.

| think we had about 100 and -- | made
the decision ultimately. | didn't have to, but |
wanted to make sure that people were taken care
of. And | think about 120, 130 peopl e between
the first RIF. Then we reran to the second one.
You notice the nunmber came down. It went from
| i ke 630 sonething to 500 and sonet hi ng because |
made the generous offer to have peopl e have
anot her crack at VSIP, VERA and the DRP. And a
| ot of people took us up on that.

Q And when did you make that generous

of fer?
A After we reran the -- the first RIF.
Q M. Luer, what is his current status

with the agency?
A He is currently worKking.
Q And has he announced any plans to | eave

t he agency?

A No.
Q And how about M. -- I'msorry. |Is
Terry Bal azs -- how do you pronounce Terry's --
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A | think it's Bal azs.

Q And is Terry Balazs -- what's their
current situation with the -- with the agency?

A He has served many decades, and | just
spoke to himthe other day, and | think he's
pl anning to stay. He still enjoys his work.

Q We di scussed earlier the 2026 budget
justification and -- which proposes w nding down
t he agency, correct?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Does the 2026 budget justification seek
appropriations to wind down USAGW?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundati on.

THE W TNESS: This is, | believe, put
t oget her by Roman Napoli, our CFO, and it does
call for nmoney if the agency were to be
elimnated to wind it down.

MS. GREENBERGER: And - -

THE WTNESS: O to run the agency.

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N

N NN P R R R R R R R R R
N P O O 0 N O 0o B WO N +—» O

Case 1:25-cv-01015-RCL  Document 158  Filed 09/22/25 Page 382 of 549

Page 379
Same amount of noney.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q " msorry. Can you explain that?
A The amount that it calls for could

either be used to wind down the agency, if that's
what the President and Congress decide, or to
keep the agency running.

Q And if the agency is elim nated, what
do you see USAGM s role in national security?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Object --

THE W TNESS: That's a --

MR. KHOJASTEH: -- to form Lacks
foundation. Calls for specul ation.

THE WTNESS: |It's a hypothetical.

MR. KHQJASTEH: Conf usi ng.

THE W TNESS: Yeah.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Do you believe USAGM has a role in

national security?

MR. KHOJASTEH: |If the agency's

elimnated?
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BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Today, do you believe the US -- USAGM
today has a role in national security?

A Yes, | do.

Q And if the agency is elim nated, what
happens to that role?

A | think there's a way to continue to do
I nternational broadcasting. |If the agency's
elimnated, it doesn't nean that we don't do
I nternational broadcasting. It just means an
agency that has not always been managed properly,
been m smanaged, frankly, has had major
corruption, doesn't exist, but broadcasting could
continue. Voice of Anmerica could continue.

Thi s agency has hurt Voice of Anmerica.

The i nept people who ran this agency have hurt
Voi ce of Anerica. The decisions made have hurt
Voi ce of Anerica and the people there. The
corrupt people who ran it are one of the reasons
we're in this situation right now. So | think
there is a place for it, and, you know, there's a

chance that we could see many different options
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of where this agency could go.

And | know | tal ked about some of it
during nmy congressional hearing, which I'm sure
you're aware of. You know, the last tinme --
arguably, the last tinme VOA was effective is when
It was under the Department of State, and so
there's that option. The President has nentioned
Iin his so-called skinny budget the elim nation,
but there's also, you know, the chance that it
coul d conti nue.

MR. KHQIASTEH. |'m sorry. This just
fell. It's your earring, M. Lake.

THE W TNESS: Oh, nmy earring. |It's
|i ke -- excuse nme, guys. [|I'Ill put my earring
back in.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q | want to go back to a question because
' m concerned about the privilege invocation.
l"mtrying to see whether we can reach an
agreenment here.

To your know edge, did USAGM search for

any docunments, including e-mails, in response to
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t he order to show cause?

MS. GREENBERGER: Are you directing her
not to answer that question?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Can | raise -- can |
make nmy objection?

MS. GREENBERGER: Yes.

MR. KHOQJASTEH: |'minstructing you not
to answer to the extent you have no independent
knowl edge ot her than what your |awers told you
as to what was done in connection with any
docunment collection at the agency in response to
this order.

So if, somehow, you know i ndependentl!y
that there was a docunent collection done and the
paranmeters of that docunent collection has
nothing to do with what the agency | awers told
you or discussed with you, you're free to answer
it. Oherwise, I"'minstructing you not to
answer .

THE W TNESS: And the only way | know
about that is through nmy conversations with

| awyers, so is there --
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MR. KHOJASTEH: So nove on.

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Are -- does --

MR. KHQJASTEH:. Happy to take it to the
Court. It's -- it's flagrant and it's |like --

MS. GREENBERGER: | di sagree.

MR. KHOQJASTEH: So it's either you --

(1 naudi bl e crosstalk.)

MS. GREENBERGER: There's no point --

MR. KHOJASTEH: -- haven't done
commercial litigation or not --

MS. GREENBERGER: That is rude.

MR. KHQJASTEH: Document - -

MS. GREENBERGER: That was rude, and it
was unnecessary.

MR. KHQJASTEH. |'m just saying, you're
drilling down on something, making it seem i ke
my attorney-client privilege invocation --

MS. GREENBERGER: Can we --

MR. KHOJASTEH: ~-- is inproper.

MS. GREENBERGER: | believe it is, but

in any event, we don't have to clutter the
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transcript. We can talk about it off the record.
MR. KHQJASTEH: Okay.
MS. GREENBERGER: | do believe it's

| npr oper .

MR. KHOJASTEH: God bl ess.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q So ny -- ny question for you was: Do

either of the upcom ng two deponents that we
have, to your know edge, were they involved in
the search for docunments in response to the order
to show cause?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Sane objection. Only
I f you know i ndependent of discussions with your
| awyers.

THE WTNESS: | don't know other than
what ny attorneys have told ne on that.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q You've had no conmunications with --
directly with Ms. -- Ms. Soltani or M. Wico on
t hat ?

A On?

Q The coll ection of docunents.
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A On them searching their e-mails?
Q Correct.
A | have not.
Q And you've had no communications with

anyone else in the agency other than counsel
about the searching for e-mails?

A That's right.

Q And did any custodian -- |'m sorry.
Did any vendor or data technician say that they
needed to search your docunents, tell you that?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object -- object to

form That's patently inmproper. Fol ks operating
at the direction of counsel, you're asking for

t hose communi cati ons?

MS. GREENBERGER: | conpletely
di sagree. |'mgoing to nmove on, but | conpletely
di sagr ee.

MR. KHOQJASTEH: Good. Di sagr ee.

MS. GREENBERGER: Can we pl ease mark
t hat ?

THE W TNESS: You know, we -- | am --
my life --
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MR. KHOJASTEH:
want to be clear on this.

suggestion is if we --

hires a third-party vendor

and that third-party vendor

direction of counsel

cust odi an - -
MS. GREENBERGER:
this --
MR. KHOJASTEH:
MS. GREENBERGER:
MR. KHOJASTEH:
MS. GREENBERGER:
record?
MR. KHOJASTEH:
the record to be clear.
MS. GREENBERGER:
the record. | don't

if the U S --

Page 386

You're asking -- | just

You' re asking -- your
U. S. agency

to coll ect docunents

communi cates at the

with a witness or a

Why don't we have

- - you - -
No, why don't --
["mjust -- | want --

-- we go off the

-- the record -- | want

| s that the position?

I'd like to go off

need to waste ny tine on

this. Let's go off the record.

THE WTNESS: Can | try to answer this
wi t hout --

MR. KHQJASTEH. We're okay not going
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off the record.
MS. GREENBERGER: |'d Iike to go off
t he record.

MR. KHOJASTEH: We're okay not going

of f --

THE W TNESS: Let me try to answer --

MR. KHOJASTEH: -- the record.

THE W TNESS: -- that.

MS. GREENBERGER: Well, that's fine,
but it's my --

MR. KHOJASTEH: So nove on.

MS. GREENBERGER: -- deposition. No,
it's --

MR. KHQOJASTEH: It's not. Act ual |l vy,
both -- all parties -- D.C., all parties have to
agree. | learned that. So keep goi ng.

THE W TNESS: "1l try to --

MS. GREENBERGER: Go ahead - -

THE W TNESS: -- answer.

MS. GREENBERGER: -- Ms. Lake. Sur e.
Thank you. | appreciate that.

THE WTNESS: W life is an open book.
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MS. GREENBERGER: | appreciate that.
THE WTNESS: | wite e-mails. |'m
very professional. And we are an agency that has

had FO A requests. W get FO A requests all the
time, and so | don't go through nmy own e-nmuils.
We have sonebody on our staff who's a

prof essi onal that does that when we have a FO A
request, so --

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And you personally have not searched
t hrough your e-mmils, correct, for this case?

A For this case, | would |leave that to
what nmy attorneys would tell me | can answer on
that. [|'massum ng that --

MR. KHOJASTEH: You -- you can answer
that as a yes or no, what you personally have
done.

THE W TNESS: | personally haven't, but
l"mtrying to tell you, when it cones to
requests, | don't have tinme to check e-mail s.
Somebody at the agency has a job to do that.

MS. GREENBERGER: Okay.
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THE W TNESS: And they have access to
my e-mails, and they can get in ny e-mails and
| ook through them
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q We were tal ki ng about your
8/ 13 declaration with the Court.

A Al13?

Q Yeabh. | think that's tab 1. I'm
sorry. Exhibit 1.

A VWhat's in Al13?

Q August 13t h.

A Oh, 8.

Q Now, | don't know that you're

necessarily going to have to |look at this, but
there's no nmention in this declaration of the
August 29th RIF notices; is that fair to say? O
Is it in here? Because | don't think it is.

A | see 17 says sonething about a RIF.

Q And 17 says your -- you have the right
to consider --

A Ri ght .

Q -- a RF, correct?
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A Uh- huh.

Q And it does not say that you plan to
I ssue a RIF, correct?

A Yes. | think, at that nmonment, we
didn't know when we were going to and if it was
going to be conplete and what we were going to
do.

Q And when did USAGM decide it would
rerun the RIFs?

A | think that was planned. You know, |

t hink we planned that RIF. And when we sent out

the notification to pull back the RIF, | think in
that letter, fromwhat | recall, it said
something like -- | don't know if it said it

woul d be rerun, but it basically didn't say the
RIF isn't happening. | don't have the letter in
front of me for when we recalled the first RIF.

Q You' re speaking about the

communi cations in late -- in late --
A The communi cation --
Q -- June when you rescinded the RIFs?
A Ri ght .
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Q Ckay. And so are you saying that as
soon as you rescinded the RIFs, you had al ways
pl anned to rerun then?

A It was -- after we had -- after we
woul d go through negotiations with the -- with
the unions. Pardon ne.

Q Right. And you talk about this, |
t hink, in paragraph 18, the negotiations with the
uni on and how you had to do that before the RIFs
were issued?

A "Di scretion to manage its workforce and
personnel, including the right to consider

statutorily authorized exercise of

reduction-in-force." Yeah.

And then 18. In accordance with these
obligations -- and we were -- | think -- | think
I n August, we were still negotiating with the
uni ons.

Q And the CBA required a 60-day notice
for a RIF?
MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form If you

know. Lacks foundati on.
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THE W TNESS: That sounds about right.

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Okay. And so the RIFs that you --
well, let me go back.

So, on August 28th, the President
| ssued an executive order concerning unions at --

A Yes.
Q -- USAGM? Okay.

And was it the sanme day or the next day
that you term nated the CBA with the USAGM
uni ons?

A Il think it was --

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Lacks
f oundati on. Vague as to "you."

THE WTNESS: | didn't put that letter.
| believe it was M chelle Stewart in our HR --
our LER and our HR departnment, and | believe it
was somewhere about there, within 24 hours or so.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Okay. And so, within 24 hours, USA --
|'"m sorry. Let me say that again.

Wthin 24 hours of the President's
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August 28th EO, USAGM term nated the collective
bar gai ni ng agreenents with the unions, correct?

A Yes, thus effectuating the President's
executive order.

Q And you were the acting CEO, correct,
at the tinme?

A Yes.

Q And when M chelle Stewart term nated
the CBA, did she do that at your direction?

A She told me she was going to be writing
the letter and that it would be put out, and |
gl anced and took a |l ook at the letter and
directed her that it was okay to send it out.

Q Okay. And then the day after the CBAs
were cancel ed, you sent the RIF notices, correct?
You reran the RIF notices?

A Yeah, | think it was --

MR. KHOQJASTEH. Object to form

THE W TNESS: -- right around there.
|'d have to ook at the calendar. Was it 28th or
29t h?
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BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And at that point, August 29th, by then
the CBAs were cancel ed, correct?

A Yeah.

Q And so you didn't have to RIF people
with 60 days' notice. Now you could give them

just 30 days' notice; is that --

A You coul d make --

Q -- correct?

A -- that argunent.

Q And so, because the CBAs were cancel ed,

It was easier to RIF people, correct?

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Lacks
foundati on. Vague as to "easier."

THE WTNESS: | think that the union
knew that -- | mean, you'd have to have -- if
you're not seeing that we're reducing the force
I n the governnment right now, you nust be living
under a rock. We have an executive order saying
bring this to statutory m ni num signed on the --
Is it the 14th or issued on the 14th of March?

You have key | eadership who signed and
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put together the statutory m ni num docunent
| eavi ng the agency, wal ki ng away from SES
positions, and we'd already issued one RIF. And
even though it was rescinded, that was issued,
you know, many, many days prior. So | think nost
uni on nenbers knew that there was a really good
chance of a reduction in force.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Let me ask the question again.

Because at the time of the August 29th

RIF there was no CBA, you were able to have the
RIFs go into effect quicker, only 30 days instead
of 60, correct?

A Yeah. [|I'mnot -- | don't know if that
pl ayed into it or how it played into it. |
don't -- | don't know if that was a cal cul ation.
That just happened to conme down, and we worked

with what we had.

Q What happened to come down? |'m sorry.
A The --
MR. KHQJIASTEH. |'m going to object.

To the extent that your know edge of what the
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requi renents were under the CBA as it relates to
the -- and the legal inplications of an executive
order and the like or the notice requirements, if
that's all based on attorney-client
communi cations with agency | awers, |'mgoing to
i nstruct you not to answer.
THE W TNESS: Ckay.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Are you aware that the President issued
a simlar EO back in March about CBAs wi th other
agenci es?

A | recall that when that cane out, yes.

Q And do you recall that after that EO
sonme agenci es canceled their CBAs and sone
agenci es kept their CBAs in place?

A | was not really following that. | was
f ocused on our agency.

Q So you were not aware that any agencies
kept the CBAs in place?

A | wasn't -- | wasn't follow ng that.

Q And did you consi der keeping the CBA in
pl ace after the President's August 28th EO?
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A | intentionally tried to stay as far
away fromthe RIF process as possible as to not
have any appearance of inpropriety, not -- not in
building with them not talking to the unions.
This was done through OPM our HR departnent and
t he uni ons.

Q But |I'm not asking about the RIF. [I'm
aski ng about the decision to cancel the CBA after

the EO was issued. So does that hel p?

A M chelle, who is -- Mchelle Stewart,
who is our union LER -- she works directly with
the unions -- told me that she was going to wite
the letter. | may have had sone conversations
with our GC, which I won't go into, but I -- she

put the letter together, and she's the expert in
this, and we decided to nove forward.

Q Did you ever have any di scussions with
peopl e in other agencies about whether or not to
cancel CBAs?

A That woul d have been sonmething Mchelle
woul d have done.

Q Why did the agency cancel the CBA so --
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well, strike that.
Why did the agency cancel the CBAs?
A You'll have to ask sonebody el se that.
| don't know.

Q Well, you approved the deci sion,

correct?

A | signed off on the letter, yes.

Q But you don't know why the decision was
made?

A Well, we had an executive order by the
Presi dent .

Q And were there any other reasons other

t han the executive order that you cancel ed the
CBAs?

A No. Executive order.

Q And did canceling -- strike that.

When did you find out that USAGM woul d

be added to the executive order stripping CBAs?

A | heard there was an executive order
com ng out later in the week that m ght deal wth
the unions. | think | heard |ike 24 hours in

advance, and | figured we wouldn't be on it. W
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weren't on the previous one. And then it cane

out and we were on it.

Q And how did you react to | earning that

you were on it?
A What do you nean, how did | react
Q What was your -- were you happy?
you upset? Were --

A Neutral, had no enoti on.

?

Wer e

Q Did you think it was good news for the

agency or bad news?
MR. KHQJIASTEH: Object to form

and answer ed.

Asked

THE W TNESS: It doesn't matter what ny

opinion is on that.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q It does because |'m asking you, s
pl ease answer the question.

A | was neutral. | didn't have an
opi ni on.

Q And why did you believe that the
woul d not be on it?

A | just didn't know if it would.

(0]

agency

| had
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heard there m ght be an executive order regarding
the unions, and I -- | have a lot going on. I'm
not waiting with baited breath to see what cones
down. |'mworking on things at the agency.
Q Ot her than M chelle, was there anyone
el se involved in the decision to cancel the CBAs?
A | don't know.
MS. GREENBERGER: Can you give ne tab
127
(Deposition Exhibit Nunber 21 was
mar ked for identification.)
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q | ' m handi ng you a docunent that's been
mar ked as Exhi bit 21.
Is this a tweet that you issued on
August 14th, 20257
A Yes.
Q And it says, "I've got a judge who
wi shes he were running the agency."
So, first, is that referring to Judge
Lamberth?
A Yes.
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Q And in what way is Judge Lanberth
trying to run the agency in your view?

MR. KHQJASTEH. |'m going to object to
form This is prejudicial and unnecessary. You
want to do a line of questioning on this, all
good, but --

MS. GREENBERGER: This is a conpletely
| nappropri ate speaking objection and prejudicial.
It's appropriate and it's not prejudicial --

MR. KHQJASTEH: Do your thing.

MS. GREENBERGER: Go ahead.

MR. KHQJASTEH. Do your thing. It's
just a room full of people --

THE W TNESS: What was the question?

MR. KHQJASTEH: -- and you're wasting
their tine.

THE W TNESS: What was the question
agai n?

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q I n what way do you believe Judge
Lanberth is trying to run the agency?

A | think there's a | ack of respect for
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Article Il and the President's powers.

Q And you write, "and literally
threatening to put me in contenpt of court if I
don't produce nore propaganda.”

What propaganda are you referring to
t here?

A Gover nment - funded news is also called
propaganda if you | ook up the definition. So
what we put out is propaganda. Would you
di sagree with that? Governnent's funding this
agency -- actually, the American taxpayer is
funding it. The U.S. government is funding this
agency, and they say they're independent, but
It's being funded by the U S. governnent, and
when the government funds media, that's call ed
propaganda.

Q So, in your view, is everything that

VOA publishes propaganda?

A If you |l ook up the term "propaganda, "
yes.

Q And - -

A We're government funded.
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Q And does that include --

A And this is media. Do you di sagree
with that?

Q And does that include under your watch
with your role in the agency; it's still
pr opaganda?

A It -- the definition of propaganda is
government - funded nedia. | mean, it really is.

Q Have you done anything while with the
agency to ensure that it's truthful or accurate?

A | have no say in the editorial.
There's something called an editorial firewall,
which |I'm sure you're aware of. | hope you're
aware of it. Is that in the IBA? No, that's
sonmet hing different. NDAA.

Q And you said that you thought Judge
Lamberth didn't have respect for Article Il of
the Constitution?

A | think there's been a -- yes.

Q And do you believe that it's inproper
for himto be reviewing USAGM s acti ons?

A | think it's improper for district
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court judges to try to take control of the
executive branch.

Q Did you --

A And |I'm not alone in that.

Q Did you see that in his order, he said
t hat personnel decisions are within the agency's
purview, but that discretion is neither boundl ess
nor shielded fromjudicial review and
remedi ati on?

A |'"msure | read that at some point,
yeah.

Q Do you agree that district courts can
review and renedi ate agency personnel decisions?

A | can agree with --

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form This

is irrel evant.

MS. GREENBERGER: | disagree. [|I'm
going to -- please continue.
MR. KHQJASTEH. 1'd love for you to

articulate how this --
MS. GREENBERGER: |'m happy to off the

record when we're done --
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MR. KHOQJASTEH: |'m just saying, |I'd
| ove to hear you --
(I naudi bl e crosstal k.)
THE W TNESS: Can you ask the --
MR. KHOJASTEH: -- articulate it.
THE W TNESS: -- ask the question --

VR. KHOJASTEH: It seems like to nme

it'"s like a big waste of tinme. But, |isten,
you'l |l get your gotcha nmonment so you can go back
to -- go back to --

MS. GREENBERGER: Excuse ne.

MR. KHQJASTEH. --- (redacted) and tell
peopl e you took her -- put her on the record for
seven hours. Do it. This is fine. It's
entirely disrespectful. This is a head of an

agency. To go a day away fromthis --

MS. GREENBERGER: Excuse nme. This is
so deeply inappropriate. |'mgoing to continue
my questi ons.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Go for it. Go for it.
And it's going to be -- and I'lIl have the sane

view of it. You were --
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GREENBERGER: Can | --

KHOJASTEH: Five hours through --
GREENBERGER: Can you pl ease stop?
KHOJASTEH: Five hours through

t oday, you were --

MS.
MR.
MS.
VR.
MS.
t hat | am aski
respectfully,
it.
VR.
MS.
t his personal,

this personal.

GREENBERGER: Can you - -
KHOJASTEH: -- professional.
GREENBERGER: Il am - -

KHOJASTEH: This is nonsense.
GREENBERGER: This is her tweet
ng her about, and | am asking it

and I'"mgoing to continue to ask

KHOQJASTEH: Go for it.
GREENBERGER: And | am not maki ng

and you are the one who is making

KHOJASTEH: I"m just saying, this
this is --

GREENBERGER: Can you pl ease stop

and |l et me continue my questioning?

MR.

KHOJASTEH: Go for it.
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MS. GREENBERGER: Can you pl ease read
back the | ast question?
(Whereupon, the reporter read the
record as requested.)
THE W TNESS: The district -- I'mnot a
| awyer .
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Well, you had earlier said that you had
a view that this judge was not respecting the
Constitution, so I'mtrying to understand whet her
you think district courts can revi ew agency
personnel --
A Apparently --
Q -- deci sions.
A -- they can, because we're sitting in a
district court right now.
Q What did you nean by you've got sone
experience in | awfare? What does | awfare nean?
A It means malicious lawsuits that are
filed by overly litigious people or by attorneys
who stand to make mllions of dollars or who have

al ready made mllions of dollars from an agency
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by stringing people along, stringing their hopes
al ong, and suing them nonstop to make a fortune
off the federal governnment, i.e., the Anerican
t axpayer, the hardworking men and wonen across
this country, funding a |ot of these -- of these

| awf are | awsuits that have for many years cone

t hrough this agency. |'ve been the victimof it
mysel f .
Q You view --

A A | ot of people have.
Q You view these |lawsuits as | awfare as
you just described it?
A | think it could be fit into that
cat egory.
MS. GREENBERGER: Can you give ne tab
41, please? |1'mgoing to ask you about another
tweet. Oh, so sorry. I'msorry. | have to have
t hat be marked --
(Deposition Exhibit Nunmber 22 was
mar ked for identification.)
MR. KHOJASTEH: Thanks.
MS. GREENBERGER: -- first.
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BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q | "' m handi ng you an Exhibit 22.

A | love that you're follow ng ny tweets.

Q Is this a tweet that you issued on
August 7th, 20257

A Can you read that for ne?

Q Sure. I'mreally just asking about the

| ast three sentences where you say, "A D.C
District Court judge is threatening to place ne
in contenpt of court and throw ne in jail for not
runni ng enough VOA propaganda.”
Do you see that?

A Yeah.

Q "It's absurd. |I'mjust hoping that the
U.S. Marshals don't act on it."

A Well, but, again, taking a part of it.
"And et ne tell you, Mke, the illegal aliens
destroyed the border. There was so nuch trash
and destruction on the border. They don't give a
shit on the environnent. By the way, | noticed
your post about how the activist judge's show

cause order with Jeff, | have the sanme thing
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happening to ne. A D.C. district court judge is
threatening to place ne in contenpt of court and
thrownme in jail for not running enough VOA
propaganda. It's absurd. [|'mjust hoping that
the U S. Marshals don't act on it."

Q And this was also referring to Judge
Lanberth, the D.C. District Court judge?

A | don't think we have anot her judge
that 1'm aware of.

Q And when did Judge Lamberth threaten to
throw you in jail?

A Well, that's what | was told, that he's
t hr eat eni ng cont enpt.

Q Who told you that Judge Lamberth was --

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to --

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q -- threatening to --

MR. KHOQJASTEH. Object to form

" mgoing to instruct her not to answer to the
extent that --
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Di d anyone ot her than counsel tell you
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t hat Judge Lamberth was threatening to throw you
in jail?

A | am going to take the advice of ny
counsel and not answer that.

MS. GREENBERGER: Well, | don't think
your counsel is saying that he can't answer that
questi on.

MR. KHOJASTEH: You can answer yes or
no whet her someone other than counsel told

you that Judge Lanberth was trying to throw you

in --

MS. GREENBERGER: In jail.

THE W TNESS: It was counsel. Not
throwme in jail. Put me -- hold nme in contenpt
of court.

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q So nmy question was: Did anybody tell
you that Judge Lanberth was threatening to throw
you in jail?
MR. KHOJASTEH: |'m going to object to
form To the extent that a |lawyer told you

t hat - -
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Gt her than a | awyer.

So that's asked and

answer ed.

MS. GREENBERGER: No. She didn't
answer it. She -- she said --

THE W TNESS: | answered -- | m sheard
and | answered the wrong question. M counsel
told me that the judge --

MR. KHOJASTEH: You don't need to
say what your --

THE W TNESS: Okay.

MR. KHQJASTEH. -- counsel told you.

I f your counsel's the one who conveyed it, |I'm
I nstructing you not to answer the question.
THE W TNESS: Okay.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Did anyone other than a | awer tell you

t hat Judge Lanberth threat
jail?

A
contempt of court,

extrapolate to nean throw

Not the throw me in jail,

ened to throw you in

but the

whi ch you coul d then

in jail.
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Q Judge Lanberth never said that he was
going to throw you in jail, correct?

A Well, what is contenmpt of court?
What's the punishment for contenmpt of court?
Oftentines, it's being thrown in jail. |Is that
right? Has any --

Q Often -- oftentimes --

A Has anybody ever been held in contenpt
of court and been put behind bars, to your
know edge?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Ms. Lake, it's her
deposi tion.

THE W TNESS: Okay.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Let her ask the
guestions, please.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q | can show you it if you want, but we
can go quicker. You described Judge Lamberth

| ast week as a radical district judge; is that

correct?
A | have a right to my opinion.
Q You absolutely do. |I'mjust trying to
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ask what your opinion is.
I's that how you descri bed Judge
Lambert h?
A That's nmy opi nion.
MR. KHQJASTEH: You're asking her
whet her that's her opinion or whether that's how
she descri bed hint?
MS. GREENBERGER: |'m asking her if
that's how she described himin a tweet, which
' m happy to show her. |I'mjust trying to nove
t hi ngs al ong.
THE W TNESS: \What was the date on that
t weet ?
BY MS. GREENBERGER
August 28t h.
Can | read the tweet?
Absol utely.
|'msorry to make you --
No, it's --
-- do that, but --

-- fine.

O » O » O >» O

MS. GREENBERGER: 42.
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(Deposition Exhibit Number 23 was
mar ked for identification.)

THE W TNESS: Oh, I'm sorry. "1

figure it out. By the time -- by the tine we do
seven hours, I'Ill figure it out.
Update. Oh, those guys are -- "W

fully intend to appeal this absurd ruling.

El ecti ons have consequences, and President Trunp
run the executive branch. | have confidence that
the Constitution will eventually be in force,
even if not by Judge Lanberth and ot her radical
district judges."

Yes, that's ny statenment.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And in that statenment, were you --

A It wasn't a tweet. It was a statenent.
But he put that in.

Q | appreciate that clarification.

In that statenment, were you
characterizing Judge Lanberth as a radical
district judge?

A Judge Lanberth, | believe, is a
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district judge. Is that correct?
Q He i s.
A And | think some of his rulings have
been very radical.
Q And to summari ze, you think -- you've

made public statenments saying Judge Lanberth is

trying to run USAGM correct?

A Do | have to love this guy? Is it
required that | |ove the judge?
Q Can you answer ny question, Ms. Lake?
MR. KHOJASTEH: Well, let's not --

|l et's not recover ground you've already covered.
You' ve --

MS. GREENBERGER: well, I --

MR. KHOJASTEH: You've -- you've got
testinony on each of those points already.

MS. GREENBERGER: | can summarize the
testimony so it's clear in one place. That's a
standard techni que.

MR. KHOJASTEH: Okay.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q So, to summarize, you've made public
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statenents saying Judge Lamberth is trying to run
USAGM correct?
A | ve exercised --

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form
M scharacterizes the testinmony.

THE W TNESS: |'ve exercised ny First
Amendnment right.

MS. GREENBERGER: Ms. Lake --

THE W TNESS: By saying that, that's ny
First Amendnment ri ght.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q l'"mjust trying to summari ze what

you've said, not chall enging what you've said,
not having a constitutional conversation about
your right to say it.

Have you or have you not said that
Judge Lanberth is trying to run USAGM? You have,
correct?

MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form
M scharacterizes testinmony. There's a whole
tweet. There's nore than that one sentence.

Li ke, if you're going to -- read the whole thing
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she sai d.
THE W TNESS: Do you have the tweet? |
mean, | probably said that, yeah. That's ny

opinion, and I amthe world's forenmobst expert in
my own opi nion.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And your opinion is that Judge Lanberth
Is a radical judge who produces illegitimte
rulings, correct?

A | think --

MR. KHQIJIASTEH. Object to form This

Is irrelevant --

MS. GREENBERGER: | --

MR. KHOJASTEH: -- prejudicial.
mean - -

MS. GREENBERGER: |'mreally al nost
done - -

MR. KHOJASTEH: | have --

MS. GREENBERGER: -- with this line, if

you would let nme finish it.
THE W TNESS: What was the |ast part?

| didn't say -- what did | say, rational, or --
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MS. GREENBERGER
MR. KHOJASTEH:

m scharacterizi ng sonet hi ng.

MS. GREENBERGER
MR. KHQOJASTEH:

Page 419

| thought you said --
You're
She didn't say --

These are your words.

illegitimte

opinions. Like, this was like -- you're just,
| i ke, editorializing her tweets.

THE WTNESS: | didn't say
i1l egitimte.

MS. GREENBERGER: Wbuld you pl ease stop

with the speaking objections?

MR. KHQJASTEH. | will, but this is --

MS. GREENBERGER: Then just stop.

MR. KHQJASTEH. At this point, we're
off the rails. We're going through her tweets.
This has no relevance to the case or the order.

MS. GREENBERGER: | conpletely
di sagr ee.

BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q Did you have these views about Judge

Lanberth when you were responding to his orders

in July seeking informati on about your plans to
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run the agency?

MR. KHOQJASTEH. Object to form

THE W TNESS: | don't know what ny
views were back in July of this judge. | know
t hat he's made some rulings that | haven't

t hought were good, and | think the judicial
branch has really overstepped its bounds.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And did your views about Judge Lanberth
| npact your response to his orders?

A Absol utely not. No way.

Q You woul d never do that?

A No. [|'manswering to the best of ny
ability questions that have been asked over and

over and over.

Q And your personal views --

A He's trying to force ne to give new
answers. | nmean, ny answers are ny answers.

Q And your personal views about the

district judge --
A I - -

Q -- had no inpact, correct?
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MR. KHOJASTEH: Object to form Asked

and answer ed.

THE WTNESS: | don't hate this judge.
| really don't. | don't. | don't dislike any
one of you. | don't hold -- harbor hate in ny
heart. |'m doing what the judge is asking. He
doesn't like it. He doesn't like it. Four

times, he's asking the same questions. He wants

me to create new answers. ' m not going to
create an answer to make the judge happy. |'ve
got to be honest. I'mtrying to run an agency.

| wal ked away fromny life to nove here
away fromny children to work for the United
St ates Governnment and the Adm nistration of
Presi dent Donald J. Trunp because | believe that
man wants to save our country. And what is going
on is a disgrace in this country with these
j udges, these judges who are trying to take a
huge mandate that President Trunp has and take
away and try to keep himfrom getting work done.

| don't dislike him | don't

personally know him | think some of his rulings
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have been absurd, as | said, terrible. He went
crazy on the J6ers. He wants transgender nen who
are violent, cross-dressing nmen who are nentally
i1l to be in a jail cell with wonen. | actually
know the difference between men and wonen, and |
actually give a shit about wonen and their

safety.

So | don't love his rulings, but |
don't have any disdain in nmy heart for this man.
| don't know him And we're answering to the
best of our ability. And he keeps asking and
aski ng and asking the same questions. | don't
know what nore | can give him

|'ve sat here today away fromthe
agency that |'ve been charged with helping to
run, answering all of your questions, and you
keep asking the sane questions over. | don't --
what do you want me to say? VWhat would nake you
happy? |'mgiving you the truth, and | don't
know what else | can do.

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q In official press releases, you've
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repeatedly explained that you're trying to

elimnate waste, fraud and abuse at USAGM?

A Yes, | am

Q Okay.

A l'"mtrying to stand up for the Anerican
t axpayer.

Q And the Court said that when Congress
appropriated $260 mllion to VOA for fiscal year
2025, it did not anticipate such a significant
sum of taxpayer funds would be used to pay
enpl oyees to sit at home for nmonths on end nmaking
no contribution to VOA's statutory mandate.

Do you agree with that?

A Well, a lot of --

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Calls
for specul ation.

THE W TNESS: A |ot of federal
empl oyees have been sitting honme for a long tine.
Thanks to President Trunp, he's getting butts
back in office chairs.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q But it's true that since March 15t h,
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nearly all of VOA's hundreds of mllions of
dol | ars have been used to pay VOA journalists and

ot her enpl oyees to not work, right?

A They're on paid adm nistrative | eave.
We're following the aws and the -- we are
doing -- we did a reduction in force. You can't
just fire people. | hope you understand that.

There is a process underway to reduce the size
and scope of the governnment, and you can't just
fire people. You may want people just to be
fired willy-nilly, but | follow the |aw, and the
| aw requires that you go through a process.

And when we went to statutory m ni num
we didn't need thousands of people. W needed
fewer people. And it sounds |ike maybe you guys
woul d rat her we just throw people to the curb and
fire themright away so that we're saving the
gover nment noney, but we have to go through a
process. These are lives that we're tal king
about .

Q Do you think it's wasteful to spend

hundreds of mllions of dollars to pay enpl oyees
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to stay at hone?
A | think it's wasteful to continue

enpl oyi ng thousands of people when they're not
needed. That would be -- over the long term
t hat would be very wasteful. So we're working to
cut the waste, and there's a process involved.
When you're trying to cuts the waste, believe ne,
of the bureaucracy of the federal governnment,
when you're trying to cut the waste, there's a
process.

| wish it were faster. | wish it were
easier. | wish it were less painful. But
there's a process we nust go through, and we're
goi ng through that process, taking all the | egal
steps to do so, and treating people in the best
way we possi bly can.

Q | want to turn to a different topic,

Ms. Lake.

On May 6th, you announced an agreenent
to uses OAN s newsfeed on Voice of Anmerica and
ot her USAGM servi ces?

A | don't know about the date. That
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sounds right, if you're -- if you feel
confortable with that date.
Q | can show you your tweet.
A Okay.
(Reporter clarification.)
MS. GREENBERGER: Yes. Thank you.
(Deposition Exhibit Number 24 was
mar ked for identification.)
THE W TNESS: That was not ny fault.
MS. GREENBERGER: No, it was my fault.
MR. KHOJASTEH: This is 247
MR. BLUM N:  Yeabh.
THE W TNESS: Okay. Let nme read this.
"This 1 dea came about after OCB suggested we
expl ore OAN as a newsfeed option.” |1'ma damn
good writer.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q So does this refresh your recollection
t hat on May 6th, you announced an agreenent to
use OAN' s newsfeed?
A Yes.
Q And -- and the terms of this
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partnership are nmenorialized in a menmorandum of
understanding? | can show it to you. | wil
show it to you.
A Yeah, let nme see. Let me take a | ook
at it.
(Deposition Exhibit Number 25 was
mar ked for identification.)
MR. KHOJASTEH: Thank you.
BY MS. GREENBERGER
Q And |'m handi ng you what's been marked
as Exhibit 25, which is a menorandum of
understanding fromthe U S. -- United States
Agency for Gl obal Media and Herring Networks.
A Thank you.
Q And turning to the | ast page, you
signed this MOU on behalf of USAGM is that

correct?
A Yes, | did.
Q As senior advisor?

A To the CEO, yes, with del egated
authorities given to me by the CEOG.

Q And do you know whet her this document
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was ever provided to the Court?

A | don't know.

Q Okay. And was it --

A My attorneys woul d know t hat.

Q Was it your decision to enter into this
partnership w th OAN?

A This came out after a suggestion from

our acting director at Office of Cuba
Broadcasting. He asked if it would be possible
if we could -- if he -- if he and his team coul d
get access to OAN, and | said, | don't know, |et
me find out.

Q And so then you reached out to OAN?

A | -- I called OAN and just said, would
you consider -- is that sonmething that you would
consider, offering your content for free? Before
| explore this any further, | didn't want to bark
up the tree of bringing in | eadership and sayi ng,
how do we handle this? | had a very brief
conversation, and he said, yes, we would consider
t hat .

Q And what did you do next as to the OAN
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A Then reached out

won't -- | guess | -- |

seni or | eadership,
out, obviously,
ri ght-hand person, and |

MR. KHOJASTEH:

i ncluding Victor. |

to Victor,

Page 429

to my GC, which |
reached out to nmy GC and

reached

the CEO, and his
said --
Keep it -- to the

extent you're discussing comunications you had

with counsel
agreenment --
THE W TNESS:
MR. KHOJASTEH:
you to answer the questi
| evel .
THE W TNESS:
MR. KHOJASTEH:

happened next. |s that

MS. GREENBERGER:

MR. KHOJASTEH:
you said to anyone.

THE W TNESS:

MR. KHOJASTEH:

and M. Morales regarding this

Okay.

-- I"mgoing to all ow
on, but keep it very high
Okay.

She' s aski ng what
fair?

Uh- huh.
She's not aski ng what

Okay.

She' s sayi ng, what
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happened next?
THE WTNESS: | wanted to -- | always
tried to have the | eadership at the agency who

have been there many, many years help me make

deci sions. They've been there -- as | said,
Victor's been there 36 years. And this is -- as
a leader, | like to ask the team what they need.

| can't tell OCB what to produce in the news. |
can't tell VOA what to produce. There's a
firewall .

But if they come to me and say, we need
sonmet hing, could you consider providing this, |
like to consider it. And -- and OCB asked about
it. | asked our team would this be a good
t hing, bad thing, how do you feel about it? And
t hey responded with -- | won't tell you what the
attorney said, but | got response from key
| eadership that this sounds |i ke a good idea, and
not only that, but they said they've done this
before with other nmedia conpani es, where they've
entered into a nenorandum of understandi ng, an

MOU, to share content freely. And so then | put
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It in their court and said, okay, let's see if we
can make that happen for OCB, which is requesting
it.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And ot her than M. Moral es and your
counsel, who were the senior |eadership you
di scussed this with?

A | don't remenber. |t was an e-nmi
with counsel -- there may have been nore people
that | asked, but | don't know if all of them
responded.

Q And you said this was a communi cati on
t hat occurred over e-mail ?

A | believe this was an e-mail, yeah.

Q And you said that there were simlar --
did | understand you correctly that you said that
there were simlar MOUs entered into with other
medi a conpani es?

A Before my tine.

Q And what were those other nedia
conpani es?

A | don't remember. One of the --

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N oo o0 b~ W N

N NN P R R R R R R R R R
N P O O 0 N O 0o B WO N +—» O

Case 1:25-cv-01015-RCL  Document 158  Filed 09/22/25 Page 435 of 549

Page 432

Victor's right-hand person said, oh, yeah, we've
done this before, and as a matter of fact -- and
she sent the attachment. This is what it | ooks
| i ke, that we should do this, and this is great.
They | oved it.

Q Who's Victor's right-hand person that
you're referring to?

A Joan Mower .

Q And | think you already said that under
this deal -- let me pull it up, but | gave it to
you -- USAGM woul d pay nothing, correct?

A It's free.

Q And you would -- the agency woul d
| i cense programm ng from OAN?

A | don't know if license is the right
word. They woul d share their programm ng with us
I f the newsroons chose to use it. They're under
zero obligation to use. And none of it has been
used at VOA. VOA has not used any of it.

Q And do you understand why that is?

A They made the choice not to.

Q Who made t he choice?
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A |''m assum ng the folks in the newsroom
Q And we tal ked earlier about --
A And the reason they haven't is because
in the process, apparently, of -- of the deal,

t hey m ght want to use a 30-second clip of what
ran on OAN. Maybe it was a summt or sonething.
And it was determ ned through the attorneys who
wer e wor king out the deal that you couldn't just
use a 30-m nute snippet. You' d have to use the
entire newscast, and that's not -- that wasn't
conduci ve for VOA to do that.

Q We tal ked earlier about the requirenment
t hat VOA not duplicate domestic broadcasting. Do
you recall that?

A Yes.

Q And did you consider whether this deal
wher e OAN woul d provide content -- provide its
own content would duplicate its donestic
br oadcasti ng?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
foundati on. M scharacterizes her prior testinony

and what she was tal king about when you guys
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t al ked about duplication.

THE W TNESS: VOA is not broadcast
domestically. VOA is broadcast internationally.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q | s OAN broadcast donestically?

A Yes.

Q And so if OAN is providing its donestic
content for VOA to broadcast internationally, do
you think that's a problemw th the
duplication -- the non-duplication requirenent?

A Well, you have to talk to the attorneys
who pulled this up. | was asked by Office of
Cuba Broadcasting if I would work a deal -- if |
woul d check into this. | asked senior
| eadership. They liked the idea, and | handed it
off to our attorneys to do the deal.

Q The second bull et says that OAN would
"Provide access to OAN' s broadcast and sel ect
content library for potential use Worl dw de,
excluding the United States and its territories.”

Did you understand whet her the content

provi ded by OAN woul d include television
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br oadcast s?
A It says "potential use,” and | just |et
the -- the GC put that together.
Q No, but I'm --
A So it's --
Q -- not asking a | egal question. |I'm

aski ng about the type of content that OAN woul d
be providing. Wuld they be providing television
br oadcast s?

A | was hoping that it would be video
clips that could be used just if we needed video
of sonmething, sound bites, but it turned out we
have to run the entire show, and that wasn't
goi ng to be conducive for the folks in the
newsroom And | don't make the decisions, but
t hey decided not to do it.

Q And did you understand that the OAN
content would include any radi o broadcasts?

A | " m unawar e of that.

Q And did you have an understanding -- am
| right that the OAN content would only be in

English, or would it be in other |anguages?
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A Well, | would say we would have to
translate it, and therein lies the problem
There was not an ability to translate it because
of the -- as -- | believe as sonme of the
journalists considered using it, it came to their
awar eness that they had to run it inits
entirety, and they could not translate it. That
fell outside the agreenent, so they never used
it. So a |lot of people upset about this, but
t hey never used it. It never aired.

Q Woul d you agree that OAN has a
pro-Trunp perspective?

MR. KHQJASTEH. Object to form Lacks
foundati on. Vague as to "pro-Trunmp."
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Let me -- OAN has described itself in
Its own communications as one of the greatest
supporters of Donald Trunp.

Have you heard that?
MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form Lacks
f oundat i on.

THE WTNESS: | think that they | ove
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this country, and President Trump |oves this
country.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Do you under stand whet her OAN has a
conservative or |iberal perspective?

A | think they have --

MR. KHQJASTEH: Object to form
THE W TNESS: -- conmmpon sense.
MR. KHOJASTEH: Lacks foundati on.
Vague as to "conservative."
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q So you don't have a view that they have
a politically conservative perspective?

A They have a common sense, pro-Anerica
per specti ve.

Q And you think they're -- you woul dn't
agree that they're pro-Trunp?

A | think they're pro-Anmerica, and
because President Trump is pro-Trunp [sic], they
ki nd of equal each other.

MS. GREENBERGER: \Why don't we take a
break now?
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THE W TNESS: How |l ong -- nuch | onger
are we going to go? | actually do have --

MR. KHOJASTEH: She has anot her hour on
the record, so that's how |l ong --

THE W TNESS: Okay. Can we make the --
can we make this a short break?

MR. KHQJASTEH: Sure.

VI DEO TECHNI CI AN: This marks the end
of Media Unit No. 6. Going off the record, the
time is 18:01 p.m

(Recess 6:01 p.m to 6:17 p.m)

VI DEO TECHNI CI AN:  This marks the
begi nning of Media Unit No. 7. Going back on the
record, the time is 18:17 p.m

BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q Ms. Lake, have you ever appeared on
OAN?

A In the past, yes, | have.

Q Roughly how many tinmes?

A | have no idea.

Q And was that before becom ng senior

advi sor, since you joined USAGM or both?
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A Bot h.

Q And did you have a view on OAN s
coverage of you when you appeared?

A | thought the questioning was fair.

Q And | think, in this deposition, you've
characterized sone news sources as fake news; is
that true?

A Fake news, yeah, biased, yeah.

Q And do you believe that OAN is fake

A No.

Q And do you believe that OAN is biased?

A | think -- | think everyone shows a
little bit of bias. I1t's human nature. The
guestion is, can you be fair? Can you be a
public service to the -- to the people and put
out information? They're not trying to twi st the
story.

Q And do you believe that OAN has been
fair?

A Generally, | do.

Q Okay. In your declaration, which is
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Exhi bit 1, the August 13th decl aration, you state
that USAGM i s in ongoing discussions with Newsmax
in pursuit of a simlar agreenent.

A | don't know anything about those
di scussi ons because |'ve asked to not be a part
of those intentionally.

Q And - -

A So if they're ongoing, it's only
because sonebody told ne that.

Q What was the basis for you witing in
your declaration that there were ongoing
di scussi ons with Newsmax?

A | believe it was Frank or sonebody told

me that we were in ongoing.

Q And do you know when those di scussions
began?

A No.

Q And have you been involved in any

conversations with anyone at Newsmax concerning a
simlar agreenent?
A No.

Q What's the status of this potential
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partnership with Newsmax?
A | don't know. | found out that
there -- | found out that Victor or Joan or

sonmebody was talking to them that they had
inquired, and | said, | don't want to be a part
of any conversation because | do appear on their
network, and | appear on a | ot of networks, and
it's better that | just stay conpletely out.

And if the | egal departnment wants to
work on an agreenment with Newsmax or any ot her
outl et, CNN, whatever outlet they want, they can

do that, and then, at the very end, when they're

close to when they have a deal, | will glance at
the -- at the docunent and then either approve it
or, you know, ask for changes if | see sonething

t hat was glaringly wong.

Q And paragraph 16 of your August 13th
decl aration states that USAGM is taking steps to
suppl ement content by contracting with domestic
news networks to obtain |awful perm ssion to use,
transl ate, dissem nate --

A Par don ne. VWhere are we?
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Q Par agraph 16.

A 16. "To obtain |Iawful perm ssion."”
"The goal is to share content.™

Q And does USAGM have a goal, if you
know, for what portion or percentage of the
content you'd like to come from donestic news
net wor ks?

A | like originally produced content, but
If our -- if our teamis asking us for this, |
think it's inportant to reflect that they want
access to sonme of this. And if they want access
to some of it, as they did with OAN, this was not
my idea. | had no -- none of it was ny idea. It
all came from Office of Cuba Broadcasti ng.

And then if other outlets are saying,

oh, you have a deal with them we'd like to offer

you free content, | think it's worth it for the
Anerican taxpayer to provide free content. |If
people want to use it, they do. | don't tell

them what to put on the air.
Q |'"mgoing to turn to another topic that

you testified to. | just want to nake sure |
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under st and your testinony.

When | was asking you questions about
Presi dent Trunp's August 28th EO about the
unions, | believe you said that you were not
expecting USAGM to be on the |ist of agencies
covered by that EO

A | was unsure if they would be on it.
heard there was going to be an EO, but you never
know until they come out. |It's been in the past
where people said, there's going to be an EQ
potentially, and then it never cones out.

Q Am | right that you never contacted
anyone at The White House to ask to be added to
t he EO?

A | don't --

MR. KHQJIASTEH: Object to form

THE W TNESS: -- recall if | did. |
don't recall doing that.
BY MS. GREENBERGER

Q And to the best of your understanding,
di d anyone at USAGM cont act anyone at The White
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A Actually -- actually, | think that
sonebody -- | don't know if it was from The Wite
House -- right before -- I'"'msorry. |'mjust
having -- I'"'m-- the menory's com ng back to ne.
| think it was |like the day before we -- sonebody
reached out to us from-- | don't knowif it was

OPM or what it was. Maybe it was The White
House -- and said, who is the -- what's the
e-mail for the person in charge of the agency?
They were given nmy e-mail, and they sent a draft
of that. So | did knowwith a little bit of
knowl edge i n advance.

Q But to clarify ny question, | was
aski ng whether you or anyone at the agency, to
your know edge, reached out to The White House to
ask to be added to the EO before you received
t hat draft.

A | don't recall doing that, no.

Q And to your know edge, you have
no information --

A To ny recollection at this nmoment, |

don't recall. | mean, | don't recall. Are you
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tal ki ng about the EO of -- dated what?

Q August 28t h.

A The EO dated August 28th, not that I
recall.

Q And you don't recall you reaching out
or anyone at the agency, to your know edge,
reachi ng out, correct?

A At this noment -- at this nmoment, |
don't recall.

MS. GREENBERGER: Okay. Hold on one
second. | have nothing further for you, M.
Lake, right now.

THE W TNESS: We're just getting warned

up.
MS. GREENBERGER: It may be -- we're
expecting sone docunents. It may be that we have
to call you back, and we'll deal with your
counsel if we do that. | don't know if your

counsel has any questions, in which case, |
reserve the right to foll ow up.

MR. KHOJASTEH: One second.

MS. GREENBERGER: Sure. | hope this
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can get you home earlier than you hoped.

THE W TNESS: Pardon ne? Are you
talking to ne?

MS. GREENBERGER: 1t's okay.

MR. KHOJASTEH: We're -- we don't need
to ask any questions.

MS. GREENBERGER: Okay. The deposition
I's concl uded.

THE W TNESS: Thank you.

MS. GREENBERGER: Thank you.

VI DEO TECHNI CI AN: Thank you. We are
off the record. One nonent. We are off the
record at 18:24 p.m This concludes today's
testinony given by Kari Lake. The total nunber
of media units used is seven and will be retained
by Veritext.

(VWher eupon, at 6:24 p.m, the

deposition of KARI LAKE

was concl uded.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF NOTARY PUBLI C

I, ERICK M THACKER, the officer before whom
t he foregoi ng deposition was taken, do hereby
certify that the witness whose testinony appears
in the foregoing deposition was duly sworn by ne;
that the testinony of said witness was taken by
me in stenotype and thereafter reduced to
typewriting under nmy direction; that said
deposition is a true record of the testinmony
given by said witness; that | am neither counsel
for, related to, nor enployed by any of the
parties to the action in which this deposition
was taken; and, further, that | amnot a relative
or enployee of any counsel or attorney enpl oyed
by the parties hereto, nor financially or
ot herwi se interested in the outconme of this

action.

ERI CK M THACKER
Notary Public in and for the
Di strict of Colunbia
My comm ssion expires:

June 30, 2029
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF DEPONENT

|, KARI LAKE, do hereby acknow edge |

have read and exam ned the f

or egoi ng pages of

testinony, and the sane is a true, correct and

conpl ete transcription of the testinmony given by

me, and any changes or corrections, if any, appear

in the attached errata sheet

7576480

si gned by ne.
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Sarmad M Khoj asteh, Esquire

sar mad. khoj ast eh@sdoj . gov

Sept ember 15, 2025

RE: Patsy W dakuswara, et al. vs. Kari Lake,

et al.

9/ 9/ 2025, Kari Lake (7576480)

The above-referenced transcript is avail able
for review.

Wthin the applicable timeframe, the w tness
should read the testinony to verify its accuracy.
If there are any changes, the wi tness should note
those with the reason, on the attached Errata
Sheet .

The wi tness should sign the Acknow edgment of
Deponent and Errata and return to the deposing
attorney. Copies should be sent to all counsel,
and to Veritext at erratas-cs@eritext.com

Return conpleted errata within 30 days of
recei pt of testinmony.

If the witness fails to do so within the tinme
allotted, the transcript may be used as if signed.

Your s,

Veritext Legal Sol utions
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Pat sy W dakuswara, et al. vs. Kari Lake, et al.
Kari Lake (#7576480)
ERRATA SHEET
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